
T 
he BPA competition to 

determine the best Young 

Pig of the Year (born in 

2008) took place at the Hatfield 

House Country Show in August, 

bringing together qualifiers from 

the top shows around the country 

of all breeds including the main-

stream ones such as Large White 

and Landrace. 

The judge was Mr Stephen Hull 

and the competition was fierce. 

The format is that all the gilt quali-

fiers are judged against each 

other and then the same happens with the 

boars and the winners of the two sections 

come together for the grand final.  

The Gilt judging got underway and from a 

strong turnout of around a dozen quality gilts, 

the winner emerged as one of two GOS pigs in 

the ring, Peggy Darvill’s Toller Muriel 540 who 

had caught the eye of several judges in the west 

country earlier in the year. 

Sadly, when it came to the final, Muriel was 

pipped to the post by a very good Large Black 

boar but this GOS bred by Peggy at her Dorset 

farm, is officially the 

best young female pig 

in the country. CON-

GRATULATIONS Peggy 

who also won the 

Club’s Southern 

Championship at 

Newbury Show! 

Peggy & Muriel rest 

on their laurels, 

joined by judge, 

Stephen Hull (left) 

and BPA President, 

Lord Salisbury (right). 

Photos by Richard 

Lutwyche 

Young Pig of the Year 

Committee Contacts  

• Secretary—Richard Lutwyche 
(Glos) tel 01285 860229               

e-mail: mail@oldspots.org.uk 

• President—Judith Sims (Somerset) 
tel 01275 858699                          

e-mail: judithsims@btconnect.com 

• Chairman—Andrew Robinson 
(Derbyshire) tel 01283 815635   

e-mail: argyspot@aol.com 

• Vice-Chairman—Dave Overton 
(Surrey) tel: 01306 627201          

e-mail: exspots@btinternet.com 

• Treasurer—Stephen Booth 
(Cheshire) tel 0161 928 2143      

e-mail: broadoakfarm@lineone.net 

• Committee—Viv Coates (Glos)     
tel 01453 860267           Commit-
tee—Eric Freeman (Glos) tel 

01452 790272 

• Committee—Malcolm Hicks (West 
Midlands) tel 01676 533368               

e-mail: windmillherd@aol.com 

• Committee—Simon Mounteney 
(Suffolk) tel 07810 550954          
e-mail: 

simon@pighouse.freeserve.co.uk 

• Committee—Anne Nicholls (Surrey) 

tel 01483 271764 

• Committee—Marlene Renshaw 
(Lincs) tel 01507 533209 e-mail: 

marlene.renshaw@homecall.co.uk 
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Happy Christmas to All Club Members 

The season’s greetings (a trifle early but this is the last opportunity) to all The season’s greetings (a trifle early but this is the last opportunity) to all The season’s greetings (a trifle early but this is the last opportunity) to all The season’s greetings (a trifle early but this is the last opportunity) to all 

Club members from all the officials and committee of the Club. Club members from all the officials and committee of the Club. Club members from all the officials and committee of the Club. Club members from all the officials and committee of the Club.     

May your litters be large, your feed bills small and your enjoyment of your May your litters be large, your feed bills small and your enjoyment of your May your litters be large, your feed bills small and your enjoyment of your May your litters be large, your feed bills small and your enjoyment of your 

pigs unbridled!pigs unbridled!pigs unbridled!pigs unbridled!    

GLOUCESTERSHIRE OLD SPOTS GLOUCESTERSHIRE OLD SPOTS --                                              

PERFECTION ON FOUR TROTTERS!PERFECTION ON FOUR TROTTERS!  
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Club News  

W a r  O n  W a i t r o s e  U p d a t e  

We are making good, positive progress through our representations through the Local Authority body who advise Trading Standards 

Officers, LACORS. The final new ‘interpretation’ of the requirements for labelling meat from rare breeds of pigs and sheep is about to 

be published and we expect that it will be much more forceful in ensuring that meat from cross-breds is clearly labelled as such. This 

will affect not only supermarkets but also butchers, farm shops, Farmers Markets etc. and we hope that members will have no hesi-

tation in reporting suspected infringements to Trading Standards at every available opportunity. 

Interestingly, the Waitrose ‘GOS’ bacon seems to have disappeared off the shelves over the last month or so although GOS sausages 

are still on offer on the fresh meat counter. It would help if any members living near to Waitrose stores could check out the situation 

and advise on the website Forum or contact the Secretary if the offending bacon is on sale or not. According to the Waitrose website, 

it is, but only through ‘selected stores’. 

The Club has another dispute underway in that a company looking to market meat from cross-bred pigs is trying to register the Trade 

Mark, ‘Bramley Old Spot’. We know from our discussions with the supermarkets that their research indicates that the average shop-

per looks at a label for around 9 seconds and so takes in only the brand and contents. Perhaps the FSA and government should be 

aware of this before applying ever more details onto even the simplest packet. 

We have taken issue on the basis then that most customers seeing ‘Bramley Old Spot’ will assume that the contents are from pure-

bred GOS pigs. After all, the two words ‘Old’ and ‘Spot’ relate exclusively to the GOS breed when used together. They do not describe 

anything else such as spiders, car models, soul singers or architectural styles and it is our duty to protect the integrity of the breed 

and the advantages that the breed has that enables people to be able to keep them. Remember that before pork and bacon was 

successfully marketed from pure bred GOS pigs in the late 1980s, numbers were considerably lower and the plight of the breed 

much more tenuous. 

The LACORS ruling, when it is finalised, will almost certainly put the final nail in the coffin of the ‘Bramley Old Spot’ brand. 

Although the GOSPBC has been instrumental in leading a small group in this battle, the ultimate victory will apply to all rare breeds of 

pigs and sheep and thus if you keep other such breeds, you can apply to your local Trading Standards to help protect their integrity 

too. 

A full update will appear in the Winter edition of A full update will appear in the Winter edition of A full update will appear in the Winter edition of A full update will appear in the Winter edition of Spot Press.Spot Press.Spot Press.Spot Press.    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

G O S  P i g  o f  t h e  Y e a r  

A form is enclosed for all those who generally show their pigs at the major shows to claim points for an individual pig for this prize. If 

you think you are in with a chance of the prize, please complete and return the form by 15th December at the latest. If you are such 

an exhibitor and believe you have a pig that could compete, please contact the Secretary for a form to be sent to you immediately. 

The form lists the major shows where a doubling of the points can be claimed but all others count too.  

The winner will be announced in the Winter edition of Spot Press and the prizes will be awarded at the Club’s AGM in April. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C h a m p i o n  o f  C h a m p i o n s  C o m p e t i t i o n  

The finals of this year’s competition were poorly supported largely because there was an unofficial boycott protesting at the change in 

dates of the Royal Show which made it too close to the Great Yorkshire which was generally well supported. For future years, it is 

worth recording here the shows that act as qualifiers. 

The competition is a BPA competition inaugurated in 1982 but has effectively been organised by the Club almost since its inception, 

by default. Thus the Club gives qualifying rosettes to the Champions and Reserve Champions, organises the judge on the BPA’s be-

half, liaises with RASE over any special penning requirements, gives rosettes and a sash to the winner/runner-up, (the BPA gives the 

Elwes Memorial Cup) and publicises the winner in Spot Press etc.  

The requirements for qualifying shows are that they are BPA-recognised, schedule separate GOS classes and have a minimum of 2 

exhibitors entered. Thus the Champion of Champions is drawn from pigs that have beaten their peers at leading shows. 

The Shows, in alphabetical order, are: Cheshire, Devon County, East of England, RASE (Royal Show), Royal Bath & West, Royal Corn-

wall, Staffordshire, Three Counties (main show). 

The Breed Champion at each is the qualifier. If that pig has already qualified, or cannot attend the finals, the Reserve Champion is 

deemed to have qualified. No other pig may be substituted as a qualifier. 

We hope for a return to more competitive finals at the Royal Show for next season when Marlene Renshaw will be the judge. 
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Club News 

W e b s i t e  C o n t i n u e s  t o  I m p r o v e  

Since the new website was launched in February 2007, a number of new and enhanced developments have taken place in order to 

make it more useful to members and visitors alike. Among these are the facility to accept payments via PayPal so that customers can 

use their credit and debit cards. This is primarily for subscribers making it easy for new members to sign up but so successful has it 

been that a limited range of merchandise (see page 9), has also been added so that members can order and pay on line if they prefer. 

Here is a round-up of what’s on the new website in case you haven’t checked it our lately. 

Latest News Latest News Latest News Latest News ----    always worth checking out for the latest news and information pertinent to the breed 

GALLERYGALLERYGALLERYGALLERY    

Photo Gallery Photo Gallery Photo Gallery Photo Gallery ----    a vibrant selection of mainly member’s own photos including quite a few with a big 

aaaargh factor! 

Historic Gallery Historic Gallery Historic Gallery Historic Gallery ––––NEWNEWNEWNEW————a range of historic GOS pigs dating back to the 1920s (including some real 

stunners) 

THE BREEDTHE BREEDTHE BREEDTHE BREED    

A History of the BreedA History of the BreedA History of the BreedA History of the Breed————now illustrated and with maps. 

Breed StandardBreed StandardBreed StandardBreed Standard————remember that the breed standard is always there to be checked when you need to 

GOS MeatGOS MeatGOS MeatGOS Meat————NEWNEWNEWNEW– an illustrated section giving useful information to help you market the end product 

BREEDINGBREEDINGBREEDINGBREEDING————NEWNEWNEWNEW    

Cyclic Breeding SystemCyclic Breeding SystemCyclic Breeding SystemCyclic Breeding System————NEWNEWNEWNEW    a readily accessed reminder of how the system works and how to sign up to it if it’s for you 

Boars at Stud RegisterBoars at Stud RegisterBoars at Stud RegisterBoars at Stud Register————NEWNEWNEWNEW    19 boars are listed from Cumbria to Cornwall with full details of age, breeding etc. A useful service both for 

those with boars at stud and those looking to hire such a boar 

AIAIAIAI————NEW NEW NEW NEW advice on how and where to access semen for AI (even in the USA) and which boars are available 

SHOW & SALESHOW & SALESHOW & SALESHOW & SALE————NEWNEWNEWNEW————a section giving details on how to enter beforehand, a downloadable catalogue for potential buyers and a report 

after the event. 

THE CLUBTHE CLUBTHE CLUBTHE CLUB    

The Club and what it doesThe Club and what it doesThe Club and what it doesThe Club and what it does————a round-up of Club activities and why people with an interest in GOS should join 

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership————NEWNEWNEWNEW—advantages of membership and the various categories open to everyone 

Join Online NowJoin Online NowJoin Online NowJoin Online Now————NEWNEWNEWNEW————the PayPal facility allows instantaneous joining for all 

Application FormApplication FormApplication FormApplication Form————a downloadable form for people to join using a cheque or Bankers’ Order 

Our MembersOur MembersOur MembersOur Members————much expanded. If your details are not there and you keep registered GOS, contact the Secretary  for a Data Protection 

form which, once completed and returned, will allow your details to be added 

Contact DetailsContact DetailsContact DetailsContact Details————the Club committee 

Honorary MembersHonorary MembersHonorary MembersHonorary Members————NEWNEWNEWNEW————a list of those honoured by the Club for services to the breed 

Club ShopClub ShopClub ShopClub Shop————NEWNEWNEWNEW————the place to visit for GOS merchandise including bespoke clothing with the Club logo embroidered on 

Useful LinksUseful LinksUseful LinksUseful Links————NEWNEWNEWNEW————other websites that visitors may find helpful 

THE FORUMTHE FORUMTHE FORUMTHE FORUM    

Announcements for New VisitorsAnnouncements for New VisitorsAnnouncements for New VisitorsAnnouncements for New Visitors    

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions————check here for advice on the breed, breeding, health, showing, marketing etc. 

Free SpeechFree SpeechFree SpeechFree Speech————for general discussion, queries etc. 

News & EventsNews & EventsNews & EventsNews & Events    

Club & AdminClub & AdminClub & AdminClub & Admin    

Management & Health (including a historical record of the 2007 Foot & Mouth crisis)Management & Health (including a historical record of the 2007 Foot & Mouth crisis)Management & Health (including a historical record of the 2007 Foot & Mouth crisis)Management & Health (including a historical record of the 2007 Foot & Mouth crisis)    

AdvertisementsAdvertisementsAdvertisementsAdvertisements————For SaleFor SaleFor SaleFor Sale————WantedWantedWantedWanted————For HireFor HireFor HireFor Hire    

This is a valuable resource open to all members and to other interested parties on demand. Please do make full use of it. If youThis is a valuable resource open to all members and to other interested parties on demand. Please do make full use of it. If youThis is a valuable resource open to all members and to other interested parties on demand. Please do make full use of it. If youThis is a valuable resource open to all members and to other interested parties on demand. Please do make full use of it. If you have  have  have  have 

your own website, please do link to the Club website to encourage more hits. your own website, please do link to the Club website to encourage more hits. your own website, please do link to the Club website to encourage more hits. your own website, please do link to the Club website to encourage more hits.     

 

www.oldspots.org.uk 
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Club News—Show & Sale 

T h e  B r e e d s  o f  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  S h o w  &  S a l e  

The Gloucestershire Old Spots is the only pig breed under the umbrella of the BPA with its own dedicated sale which takes place within 

the Breeds of Gloucestershire event each August. This is when GOS pigs team up with Gloucester cattle, Cotswold sheep and pure bred 

poultry for a popular sale at Cirencester Livestock Market. 

Saturday 2nd August was the date for this year’s event, (last  year’s having been rudely interrupted by the Foot & Mouth outbreak cour-

tesy of HM Government’s laboratories at Pirbright), and we arrived with 24 pens of entries. Was it too many in the pessimistic times for 

farmers that 2008 epitomised? 

As it turned out, the sale was very successful although there were adverse comments about the quality of some pigs entered (see article 

by Melany Kiddy, one of the team of Card Graders on page 8). 

Judith Sims judged the show classes and gave first prize in the In-Pig Gilt class to Malcolm Hicks for Windmill Ellen 26 who went on to 

win the Breed Championship. In the Maiden Gilts, Liz Best took  first prize and Reserve Breed Champion with Hillmist Dolly 122.  

When it came to the boars, Malcolm Hicks won both classes. Windmill Gerald 34 won the Senior Boar class and Windmill Rufus 13 took 

the Junior Boar class. 

 

 

 

 

 

When the sale began, it became apparent that all the promotion was worth the effort, (the Club published and circulated 720 sale cata-

logues), as bidding was keen and some good prices were achieved. 

 Three in-pig Gilts sold for an average of 258gns each       

 Four maiden Gilts sold for an average of 89gns each      

 Three senior Boars sold for an average of 285gns each      

 Four junior Boars sold for an average of 221gns each      

 Fifteen store pigs sold for an average of 68gns each 

Top price for the day was paid by Charles Martell when 430gns went to Malcolm Hicks for Windmill Gerald 34. Other boars sold for 

355gns, 325gns and 300gns and the top price female sold for 325gns. 

The GOS had probably the best outcome at this year’s event, the sheep and cattle sales being generally disappointing. The prices com-

pared favourably with those achieved at the subsequent BPA event at Ross-on-Wye (see article) so the Club has every reason to be 

satisfied with the outcome. 

The Club thanks everyone who helped, including Judith Sims, Andrew Robinson, Melany Kiddy, Malcolm Hicks, Marlene Renshaw, Guy The Club thanks everyone who helped, including Judith Sims, Andrew Robinson, Melany Kiddy, Malcolm Hicks, Marlene Renshaw, Guy The Club thanks everyone who helped, including Judith Sims, Andrew Robinson, Melany Kiddy, Malcolm Hicks, Marlene Renshaw, Guy The Club thanks everyone who helped, including Judith Sims, Andrew Robinson, Melany Kiddy, Malcolm Hicks, Marlene Renshaw, Guy 

Kiddy, Stephen Booth, all the vendors and buyers, Jon Pullin & Chris Voyce for hosting the event and selling so effectively and Kiddy, Stephen Booth, all the vendors and buyers, Jon Pullin & Chris Voyce for hosting the event and selling so effectively and Kiddy, Stephen Booth, all the vendors and buyers, Jon Pullin & Chris Voyce for hosting the event and selling so effectively and Kiddy, Stephen Booth, all the vendors and buyers, Jon Pullin & Chris Voyce for hosting the event and selling so effectively and especially especially especially especially 

Eric Freeman whose generous sponsorship allowed the event to take place in the first place.Eric Freeman whose generous sponsorship allowed the event to take place in the first place.Eric Freeman whose generous sponsorship allowed the event to take place in the first place.Eric Freeman whose generous sponsorship allowed the event to take place in the first place.    

 

Photos from the Show & Sale by 

Clifford Freeman 
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Club News—Boars at Stud 

A yellow triangle 

indicates that the 

owner both accepts 

visiting sows and has 

the boar travelling 

locally 

A yellow circle means 

that visiting sows are 

accepted. 

A yellow square indi-

cates that the boar 

travels locally. 

If you need the ser-

vices of another boar 

then the maps indi-

cates where the 

nearest boar is to 

you and you should 

contact the person 

shown direct. Hope-

fully, more will come 

on board in due 

course and the coun-

try will be better 

covered. The infor-

mation shown is on 

the website at all 

times. 

 

South West 

SE & East Anglia 

Midlands & North 
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A 
ccording to our records (please TELL US if we’re wrong)  your current status is shown below. If you have already paid, then there is no 

further action to be taken. However, if your subscription is outstanding or if you have underpaid, please send your payment (cheque 

or PO made payable to ‘GOSPBC’ to GOSPBC, Freepost (GL442), Cirencester, Glos., GL7 5BR) as quickly as possible. Or you can go to the 

website and pay using PayPal which will debit your Debit or Credit card as you choose. Chasing is expensive and time consumingChasing is expensive and time consumingChasing is expensive and time consumingChasing is expensive and time consuming. Accord-

ing to our Constitution, those who have not paid by 31st January 2009, will be struck off the list of members. Be warned!Be warned!Be warned!Be warned!    

There are a few Standing Order payments that we have been unable to identify. If your bank records show that—contrary to the above—a 

standing order has recently been made in your name, please contact the Secretary immediately with details. Some banks try very hard to 

disguise the payee’s details! If you would like to set up or amend a Standing Order, please ask for a form to be sent. 

ARE YOU IN THE CORRECT CATEGORY?ARE YOU IN THE CORRECT CATEGORY?ARE YOU IN THE CORRECT CATEGORY?ARE YOU IN THE CORRECT CATEGORY?    

Family Members (F)Family Members (F)Family Members (F)Family Members (F)————Any two or more people residing at the same address. Family Members have 2 votes at General Meetings. Annual 

Subscription £25 

Overseas Members (O)Overseas Members (O)Overseas Members (O)Overseas Members (O)————For all members residing overseas (including the Republic of Ireland). Annual Subscription £25 

Full Members (M)Full Members (M)Full Members (M)Full Members (M)—Members keeping GOS pigs and enjoying the benefits associated with that (see below). Annual Subscription £20 

Associate Members (A)Associate Members (A)Associate Members (A)Associate Members (A)————Members without pigs who wish to support the aims and work of the Club. Annual Subscription £15 

MEMBER BENEFITS (Initials indicate which benefits apply)MEMBER BENEFITS (Initials indicate which benefits apply)MEMBER BENEFITS (Initials indicate which benefits apply)MEMBER BENEFITS (Initials indicate which benefits apply)    

• Quarterly colour newsletter, Spot PressSpot PressSpot PressSpot Press, featuring news, articles, advice etc. Also free classified advertising of pigs or relevant 
equipment or services. (F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)    

 

• Participation in Club competitions – GOS Pig of the Year; Southern Championships; Northern Championships. The Club also organ-
ises the BPA’s Champion of Champions competition and supplies qualifying rosettes and rosettes and a sash for the winner. (F, M)(F, M)(F, M)(F, M)    

 

• Championship rosettes are provided to smaller shows to encourage participation by breeders. (F, M)(F, M)(F, M)(F, M)    

 

• Discounted entries for the GOSPBC Show & Sale (F, M) (F, M) (F, M) (F, M) [The GOSPBC is the only Breeders’ Club to organise a breed-specific S&S] 

 

• Discounted booking fees for participation in GOSPBC workshops (F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A) 

 

• Public Liability Insurance cover (£2m) while exhibiting pigs at shows in the UK (F, M) (F, M) (F, M) (F, M) [This can save members up to £200 a year] 
 

• Free entry on Boars at Stud Register (F, M)(F, M)(F, M)(F, M) 

 

• The Club advertises in various journals encouraging enquiries from potential purchasers. It also encourages media coverage to 
help to promote the breed. (F, M)(F, M)(F, M)(F, M)    

 

• The Club publishes two leaflets (one about the breed; one covering Cyclic Breeding) available to breeders on request. (F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)(F, O, M, A)    

 

• Club officials will offer advice on GOS-related matters on request. The Forum on the Club website is established to provide free 
discussion and advertising. (F, O, M, A). (F, O, M, A). (F, O, M, A). (F, O, M, A). Members with registered pigs can be listed on the website (F,M,O)(F,M,O)(F,M,O)(F,M,O)    

    

• The Club undertakes various activities to promote and protect the GOS breed for the benefit of all members. Such activities in-
clude the application for TSG status for GOS pork & bacon, liaison with bodies such as BPA, RBST, Defra etc., work with Deerpark 
AI Centre to ensure GOS AI availability, dissemination of news of concern to breeders such as Foot & Mouth Disease etc., etc. 

 

Belonging to the Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club represents excellent value for money. Please continue to Belonging to the Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club represents excellent value for money. Please continue to Belonging to the Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club represents excellent value for money. Please continue to Belonging to the Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club represents excellent value for money. Please continue to 

support our work on the breed’s behalf.support our work on the breed’s behalf.support our work on the breed’s behalf.support our work on the breed’s behalf.    

Club News—Subscriptions Now Due! 

Classification Membership Category* Action Required Sum 

Due 

Paid by Standing Order Family/Overseas/Full/Associate Payment Rec’d with Thanks—NFA £ Nil 

Paid by Cheque/PO/PayPal Family/Overseas/Full/Associate Payment Due—Please Forward By Return £ 

Paid by Cheque/PO/PayPal Family/Overseas/Full/Associate Payment Rec’d with Thanks—NFA £ Nil 

Honorary Member Honorary NFA £ Nil 
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B P A  S h o w  &  S a l e  

 

GOS had the second highest entry of all breeds for BPA Show & Sale in October at Ross-on-Wye Cattle Market but were not among the 

headline makers in what was a much better event than last year’s in terms of prices and numbers of pigs sold. 

 Five in-pig Gilts sold for an average of 255gns        

 Seven maiden Gilts sold for an average of 207gns        

 One senior Boar sold for 360gns              

 Two junior Boars sold for an average of  250gns 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B P A  B l o o d l i n e  S u r v e y  

The BPA Bloodline Survey is under way at last and you should have received a detailed breakdown of the pigs Birth Notified by you with a 

request that you delete all those no longer in your herd. You can do this on-line by going to the BPA website www.britishpigs.org.uk  select-

ing Pedigree Pigs and then going into the Members’ Area using your Password. Alternatively, use the paper form sent by the BPA. 

Either way, please complete your survey as quickly as possible as failure to do so causes a lot of chasing by the Surveyors—Andrew Robin-

son and Dave Overton. The Survey is most valuable as it flags up any bloodlines that are struggling. With a significant contraction in num-

bers as seen in the last 18 months, we cannot be too careful. It is also used to determine how the breed is listed by the RBST. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B o a r s  a t  A I  

A reminder that Deerpark AI Centre in Northern Ireland has three GOS boars available at present for members to purchase semen from. 

The boars are: 

Alsa Gerald 451 KCE/451 born 1/1/05 R001153GS 

Greenan Rufus 4 EXE/160 born 20/5/04 R001685GS 

Windmill Patrick 6 HCR/1348 born 25/1/07 R003320GS 

To order phone 028 7938 6287. To check the pedigrees, go to the online herdbook at www.britishpigs.org.uk and type in the registered 

number for each and then select ‘Pedigree’ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P i g  W o r k s h o p  

The Club are considering having a Spring Workshop for members. What subjects would members like to have covered? E-mail, write or 

phone the Secretary (details on back page) with what you want and we’ll do our best to arrange it for you! 

Pig News 

Endsleigh Sambo 2562, Senior Boar, was the top-priced GOS sell-

ing for 360gns for Joan & Ann Uglow from Devon. 

The same vendors sold Endsleigh Princess Mary 2592 for 285gns 

which was the best price for a GOS female.                                    

Photos by Richard Lutwyche 
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P i g  B u t c h e r y  C o u r s e — D i s c o u n t e d  P r i c e  f o r  G O S P B C  M e m b e r s  

A Pig Butchery Workshop is taking place in south Herefordshire on Sun 8th 

Feb 2009 run by the Traditional Breeds Meat Marketing Company. Starting at 

10.00am it will cover: 

 

1. Health & Safety; Cleanliness; Tools; Knife Sharpening 

2. Breaking down the carcase; de-boning and trimming and tying joints 

3. Sausage making 

4. Curing bacon 

5. Making faggots, pork pies, ready meals and adding value with stuffings, 

marinades etc. 

 

The day ends at 4.30 pm and the fee includes lunch and a pack of useful 

information including 'A Taste of Pork or What To Do With The Whole Pig'. 

 

The course is mainly demonstration-based but there will be opportunities for 

delegates to try their hand at various stages. Limit of 10 delegates, minimum 

16 years of age. The course is aimed at smallholders, pig keepers, pig enthu-

siasts and food lovers. 

 

The course leader is Mr Joe Arquati, Master Butcher and manager of Llandinabo Farm Shop in Ledbury. Joe was formerly a lecturer at 

Smithfield College, London. 

 

The cost is £120 + VAT (£141.00) per delegate but members of GOSPBC get a discounted price of £105 + VAT (£123.38but members of GOSPBC get a discounted price of £105 + VAT (£123.38but members of GOSPBC get a discounted price of £105 + VAT (£123.38but members of GOSPBC get a discounted price of £105 + VAT (£123.38). Fifty percent 

deposit with booking refundable if cancelled by Sat 17th Jan 2009. Cheques made payable to 'Llandinabo Farm Shop' and sent to: 

TBMM Co Ltd, Freepost (GL442), Cirencester, Glos. GL7 5BR. 

 

The venue is on the main A49 road between Ross-on-Wye and Hereford and delegates will be sent a map—easy access from the M5/M50. 

Details of local B&Bs and hotels can be sent on request. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pig News 

Joe Arquati at work in the custom-built kitchen and butch-

ery complex where the course will take place.               

Photo by Richard Lutwyche 

A 
s one of the card graders at this year’s Gloucestershire Old Spots’ Show and Sale at Cirencester during August, I was very disap-

pointed at the quality of the pigs that were put before us. The quality of some of the pigs was very poor and no red cards were 

given out with legs and feet being particularly bad. If we are not careful the breed as we know it will be high on the endangered 

list, we do not want a repeat of the 1920s when every possible pig was sold for breeding and destroyed the breed’s reputation  

The GOSPBC needs to encourage members to be more particular when selling breeding stock to new breeders to ensure quality pigs are 

being brought and breed standards are adhered to.  Breeders may find it useful to attend a workshop on selecting breeding stock and 

understanding the breed standards 

I personally like my pigs to have good underlines, 14 evenly spaced teats, good feet and legs, with the pig standing up well on its toes, well 

filled hams and light on the shoulder and also a straight back.  A pig with these qualities should have a long breeding life producing good 

quality breeding and meat pigs  

In my opinion those pigs that were white carded - and there were quite a few of them - should not have been sold for breeding but as meat 

pigs only, perhaps this should be looked at and put before the committee. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Card Grader’s Tale by Melany Kiddy 

USEFUL TIPS—PREVENTING ANAEMIA IN PIGLETS 

Piglets need iron to avoid them suffering from anaemia and dying in the first few days of life. Iron is available for pigs in an injectable form 

but for those who don’t like the idea of injecting very young piglets, there is a type that can be given orally. 

Both of these cost money of course so why not save a few bob and just cut a sod of turf and throw it in with the piglets (careful with the 

aim). They will derive the iron and other minerals they need from the soil and have great fun destroying the turf. Repeat daily to 14 days 

of age. Do not take the turf from a pig field in case of passing on worms but cut it from fresh ground. Throw a sod in or throw the sods out!Throw a sod in or throw the sods out!Throw a sod in or throw the sods out!Throw a sod in or throw the sods out!

Dr SpotDr SpotDr SpotDr Spot    
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Merchandise - Support GOS - Wear the Logo! 

C 
hristmas is coming and what to buy for that pig-loving partner, parent, son or daughter? Check out the following! You can order 

using the enclosed order form or via the website where you have the added advantage of being able to pay by Credit or Debit 

card using PayPal.  The bespoke range is high quality clothing that should last and last so go for it! 

Bespoke Range All Including The Club Logo Embroidered 

Onto the Garment 
P h o t o s  S h o w  G a r m e n t s  W i t h o u t  t h e  L o g o .                     

A l l  G a r m e n t s  S u i t a b l e  f o r  B o t h  S e x e s .  

A D U L T S  P R E M I U M  F U L L  Z I P  F L E E C E  

Sizes Available: XS 36” / S 38” / M 40” / L 42-44” / XL 46” / 2XL 48” / 3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54” 

Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN / CHARCOAL / MAROON 

Members’ Price: £30.50 each 

P R E M I U M  S W E A T S H I R T  

Sizes Available: XS 36” / S 38” / M 40” / L 42-44” / XL 46” / 2XL 

48” / 3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54” 

Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN / 

HEATHER GREY / MAROON 

Members’ Price: £18.85 each 

 

 P R E M I U M  P I Q U E  P O L O  S H I R T  

Sizes Available: XS 36” / S 38” / M 40” / L 42-44” / XL 46” / 2XL 

48” / 3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54” 

Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE  

   GREEN / HEATHER GREY / MAROON / WHITE / SKY BLUE / YELLOW 

      

 Members’ Price: £16.50 each 

C L A S S I C  P I Q U E  P O L O  S H I R T  

Sizes Available: XS 36” / S 38” / M 40” / L 42-44” / XL 46” / 2XL 48” / 

3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54” 

Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN / HEATHER GREY / MAROON / WHITE / 

SKY BLUE / YELLOW / KELLY GREEN / ORANGE / PURPLE / CHARCOAL 

Members’ Price: £13.99 each 

Availability: Normally 14Availability: Normally 14Availability: Normally 14Availability: Normally 14----28 days from order. We will do everything possible to get Christmas orders to you 28 days from order. We will do everything possible to get Christmas orders to you 28 days from order. We will do everything possible to get Christmas orders to you 28 days from order. We will do everything possible to get Christmas orders to you 

in time but please order ASAP to avoid disappointment. Note P&P charges applicable on order form.in time but please order ASAP to avoid disappointment. Note P&P charges applicable on order form.in time but please order ASAP to avoid disappointment. Note P&P charges applicable on order form.in time but please order ASAP to avoid disappointment. Note P&P charges applicable on order form.    

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

A v a i l a b l e  F r o m  S t o c k  ( w h i l e  s t o c k s  l a s t )   P O L Y E S T E R  C L U B  T I E S  

With plain logo embroidered (shown left) 

Colours Available: NAVY / RED / GREEN / SILVER 

GREY 

With oval logo embroidered (shown right) 

Colours Available: BLACK / SILVER GREY / GREEN 

Members’ Price: £12.00 each (due to limited stocks 

please state 2nd choice colour)  
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I 
 have heard many comments this year about slipping standards at pig shows, both with exhibitors (about which more at a later 

date) and with ring stewards, with which this article deals. 

Many of the comments were about dress code, and I must say that I was forced to agree when I saw a ring steward at a premier 

show dressed in jeans, an open necked shirt and trainers.  Perhaps I am old fashioned, but I have always been led to believe that 

showing was a formal occasion, on which a lounge suit, smart shirt, tie and polished shoes were the minimum standard for male judges 

and stewards, preferably completed by a bowler hat as tradition requires.  Lady officials would take a similar pride in their appearance.  

I know one lady judge who, if she was judging on two consecutive days, would have a completely different outfit on the second day, and 

often a different hat for the afternoon session from that in the morning! 

However, having judged at two shows this year and been ring steward at five 

others, I have noticed that many ring stewards seem not to realise what 

their duties are, so I thought it was time to list those that I believe are 

essential: 

• Well before the classes are due to start, all ear numbers of pigs for 

which you are responsible should be checked against the catalogue and 

discrepancies clarified with the show office.  You should also take this 

opportunity to ask exhibitors whether any of their pigs present have already 

qualified for such things as the Lop of the Year, Pig of the Year or Young Pig 

of the Year competitions, and indeed, whether they are prepared to travel to 

these events if they should qualify at your show.  Also ensure that none of 

the pigs to appear before the judge has been bred by the judge, for, in that 

case, you will need to provide a referee. 

• All absentee pigs should be deleted from your list, whether that is 

merely the catalogue or the judges book (these latter vary from show to 

show), so that you do not waste time later trying to get an absentee pig into the ring. 

• Before the classes are due to begin you must ensure that you have the judge’s book, marked with all the classes and special 

prizes, and that you have the correct rosettes and prize cards to cover all of these awards.  Ensure that you also have a pen and 

a piece of chalk/marker to keep the display board marked up. 

• At the appropriate time before the class locate your judge and make sure that he/she knows where to report (ie. which ring and 

at what time). 

• Give all exhibitors in your classes at least a five minute warning of the beginning of classes so that they can pin on their 

numbers, brush out their pigs and similar. 

• As soon as the judge appears in the ring bring the exhibitors forward, chasing-up anyone who seems to daly (some like to be 

last in the ring – Lord knows why).  Ensure that the correct numbers are displayed on the handler as the pig comes into the ring, 

and advise them immediately of any wrong numbers. 

• Once all pigs are forward, and only when you have checked that they are all in the ring, inform the judge of this fact and tell 

him/her how many prizes there are, and whether he/she has a vested interest in any pig forward.  Then walk away and leave 

him/her to it.  This is an ideal time for you to check that the results board, the rosettes and the judge’s book are all ready.  It is 

possible to talk to ringside observers at this point as long as you are watching the judge constantly. 

• As soon as the judge turns to look for you it usually means that he/she has made a decision and needs you to provide the 

rosettes and record the results.  However, it might mean that he/she has made a decision concerning all pigs present, except 

for those that he/she has bred, and wants you to bring the referee forward to place their pig relative to the others already 

chosen.  It never means that your opinion is sought, nor should it be offered! 

• The judge will either tell you the decision for you to record in the judge’s book or else will take the rosettes, at which time you 

will follow to record the results as the rosettes are handed out. Once the results are recorded the judge should sign the judge’s 

book, although some judges prefer to do it all at the end of the classes.  Whenever it is done, ensure that all boxes are signed 

often two, sometimes three judge’s signatures per class are required.  Your signature should also be appended as necessary. 

• Only when all prizes are awarded should the exhibitors be allowed to leave the ring, and they should be encouraged to do so as 

quickly as possible, to prepare for the next class.  While this is happening you should record the results on the board for 

everyone to write them down. 

 

The Ring Steward’s Duties by Frank Miller, British Lop Pig Society 

The Steward (right) at this year’s Great Yorkshire Show 

keeps a close eye on judge, Paul Waddington 
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• At this point I should add a caveat.  At the end of all the male 

classes, for example, it is usually better to do the male championship, 

subject to the judge’s approval, so the last first prize winner should be 

retained in the ring while the other first prizes are brought back in.  If 

there was only one class for male pigs, hand the judge the Male 

Champion and Reserve rosettes with the other rosettes for that class.  

The judge will decide whether only the first prize pigs or the first and 

second prize pigs are to appear for the championship. 

• As soon as the ring is emptied you should be in the pig lines 

informing exhibitors what class is on next and encouraging them out 

into the ring.  Try not to be too bossy in this, for tempers will be 

stretched already and bad feeling can be created.  A little humour 

goes a long way in this situation. 

• The whole cycle is repeated until all the classes are over, but 

you should always be aware of any ‘Specials’ that are to be awarded.  

’The best pig born after 1st July last’ will involve July, September and 

January born pigs, for example.  The judge may wish all of these to re-

appear in the ring for a decision or he/she may already have made a decision if pre-warned before the classes began.  Ask the 

judge what he/she wants to do! 

• Male Champion may already have been decided.  Female Champion will usually require all first prize females to re-appear 

before the judge, and it is your duty to ensure that they all do, and that their handlers are wearing the correct number (and are 

bringing out the correct pigs).  The judge may well ask for any one or all 

of the second prize females to be brought out for the championship 

too. 

• Once the Female Champion and Reserve are chosen, bring back the 

Male Champion and Reserve for the Breed Championship. 

• You may think that, following the Championships it is all over, but there 

may be pairs and groups still to come (depending upon the show) and 

you should also check with the catalogue, the judge’s book and the 

rosettes that you have awarded all the prizes.  In particular make sure 

that the judge has selected, and you have recorded, his qualifiers for 

the Lop of the Year, Pig of the Year and Young Pig of the Year 

competitions. 

• Finally, make sure that you and the judge have signed all the boxes in 

the judge’s book.  Only then should you finally hand over the judge’s 

book to the Senior Steward or Office as directed.  Then you can take 

the judge to lunch or to join the champion’s exhibitor at the bar or any 

other thing that you may have thought being a ring steward was all 

about. 

In my younger days I could do all this alone.  As I get older, however, I am beginning to appreciate a younger pair of legs to do the 

running back and forward from the pig lines to the ring and to mark up the score board.  This is an ideal training for the next generation, 

who should gradually be encouraged to take on more of the duties as their experience grows.  The important thing is for you to know 

when to hand over completely.  I am 70 in 2010, which will be my last year of stewarding, so, youngsters, volunteer now! 

This article was first published in Lop-Sided News. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Member, Sally Lugg, stewarding Saddlebacks at the Hat-

field House Country Show 2004 while another Member, Arthur 

Uglow (with cap) looks on 

Another Club Member, Melany Kiddy, stewards the 

Tamworths at the Royal Show 2006 for judge, Martin 

Snell. All photos by Richard Lutwyche 

USEFUL TIPS—LOADING PIGS 

When loading or unloading pigs from a trailer, always strew some straw on the tailboard—pigs generally do not like walking on a bare 

surface into a trailer. 

If a pig refuses to load, get him/her to the bottom of the tailboard and turn the pig round so that it is facing away from the trailer. Then 

take an empty bucket (or dustbin for large pigs), place it gently over the pig’s face so that it cannot see. Its natural tendency will be to 

back away  and as long as you move with it and keep the bucket over the face, the pig should back itself into the trailer.  

Dr SpotDr SpotDr SpotDr Spot    
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W 
et weather and mud. Needless to say they are part and parcel of 

being a pig keeper.  2008 must be a record year for both; with a 

sodden summer and an awful autumn -  heaven knows what win-

ter will bring. Inevitably wherever you have outdoor pigs you will find mud. Of 

course during the summer a pig’s life doesn’t get much better than being able 

to wallow in a cool, muddy pool of water on a hot day or being able to dig and 

root in the ground making holes; holes which quickly fill with water when the 

weather turns wet.  Pig’s trotters poach areas around the gate, in the feeding 

area and at their ark entrance very quickly turning the once dry ground into a 

quagmire. Deep mud is not pleasant for either pigs or their keepers. It can 

cause terrible strains on joints particularly in gilts/sows that are in pig and 

weaners/fatteners use their food for keeping warm rather than making pork/

bacon. Lost wellies are not uncommon or falling flat on your face in the mud 

as your pigs clamour round your legs at feeding time. Mud is not fun. 

Here at Fowgill in North Yorkshire we are on heavy clay soil. It quickly deteriorates in wet 

conditions. During wet weather in the summer we use lots of straw particularly outside the 

arks; you need to wipe your feet before entering your house and so do pigs! It however does 

need replenishing on a regular basis if the weather is particularly foul. The cheapest way to 

do this is to acquire old silage, hay or straw bales from previous years or use the old bedding 

as you replenish the ark with new straw. 

We also use 8’x6’ pieces of ply, (cast offs from 

ever-sufferings building business), as feeding 

tables. They’re easy to scrape clean with the 

sharp edge of a shovel and keep food out of 

the mud. 

 Another way we stop food being wasted and 

kept out of the mud is to use recycled rubber 

trugs, (initial outlay £10-£15 from local equine 

establishment but last for years), and for 

weaners round washing up bowls from the 

pound shop. After a bit of swapping bowls at 

the start the pigs soon settle down to their 

own individual bowls and this means no mud 

in the grub and you can also monitor who’s 

eating what and how much.  

We also have shelters other than the arks 

which act as shade from the sun in summer and a dry feeding area when it is wet. 

The first winter we had pigs we bravely struggled through the mud laying straw paths to 

provide some respite from the mud vowing to find a better way and even though we sub-

soil and have drainpipes in our permanent pig paddocks they still flood and turn into 

mud slurry. Each autumn they are sub soiled, rotavated, seeded and rested until the 

following Easter so where do we put pigs during this time? 

We are lucky in having two cow byres and two stables which are pressed into use during 

the winter, the two byres lead off a gated, enclosed yard for exercise and the stables 

have concrete runs and fencing to provide ac-

cess to the outside.  

We also make temporary paddocks with security fencing, (ever-suffering’s cast-offs again) , 

which when bolted together make sturdy, heavy surrounds approx 40ft square for fatteners 

and are relatively easy to move around the pasture as each bit gets churned up. The area left 

behind is re-seeded. An alternative to this would be electric fencing but its something we’ve 

never been happy with or able to master. Neither us nor our pigs!! 

 It would be interesting to know how other GOS keepers manage mud and wet weather condi-

tions and keep their spirits high. We personally favour a tot of Pig’s Nose whisky to keep out 

the cold, good thermals and waders!! So please tell us about your experiences and send in 

your pictures.           

(Photos by Mandy Garbutt) 

Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud by Mandy Garbutt 
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I 
 woke up at 6 am on the Tuesday morning and I was really excited but nervous at the same 

time because I hated flying. Dad took me to Manchester Airport at 8 am where I was meeting 

everybody else who was going on the trip. I met Anna and Sophie Cooke for the first time and we 

got chatting and my nerves began to disappear. Sue Merrill then arrived with all her luggage and 

the most important part of it was her travel chair. Millie Horsley was then dropped off by her 

mother and her mother was more upset by leaving her daughter than Millie was about being left 

and going away for the first time on her own. Finally, the rest of the team turned up. (Ian, Tracy 

and Grace Bretherton, Adam Collings, Geoff Parker, Richard Brown and his partner Jenny.)  

We made our way to the American Airlines check in and then we had to go through the security 

checks, this turned out 

to be fun!!! Most people got through the checks except Sue, 

Geoff and myself. Sue made the detector go off as she has a 

metal plate in her knee; the security team used a separate 

instrument which proved to them what she had stated. I set the 

detector of due to my belly piecing but I took it out and I had no 

further problems. Then it came to Geoff, he did not set the 

detector off but his hand luggage got searched. He had packed 

his toiletries in his hand luggage and he had too much liquid so 

they took it away from him. We headed through to the depar-

ture lounge and had some food. The time flew by in the airport 

and after we had had our food it was time for us to head to the 

departure gate. 

We boarded the plane and this was when I became nervous 

again. I was lucky I sat with Anna and Sophie Cooke. We moved 

slowly towards the runway and then the engines got louder and 

louder and the plane went faster and faster. We were up in the 

air so quickly and smoothly and it was a perfect take off. My 

nerves totally disappeared and I was happy and could not wait to get to our destination. I could not sleep on the plane but I watched a 

couple of films and moved about to speak to the rest of the team.  After a long 8 hours we finally arrived at Chicago airport. We all dis-

embarked and had to collect our luggage and then we had to transfer it to our next plane. We went through passport control and we all 

got through luckily - it was really scary having lots of question fired at you. After an hour’s delay on our transfer plane we took off and 

had a short 50 minute flight to Des Moines Airport. I was so tired by this time that I fell asleep before we took off. I was quite relieved as 

this plane was very small and everything rattled. Before I fell asleep I met a gentleman who was sat near me and he noticed that I was 

from England and that I bred pigs. He could not believe that I had travelled from England to America to go to the World Pork Expo. It was 

hard not to spot that I bred pigs as I was wearing my coat which advertised my herd and breed of pigs. He was a very nice gentleman 

and he gave me some badges as souvenirs. When we landed in Des Moines everybody was so tired but we got all our luggage and were 

met by Chris Jackson and Erika (Sue M’s friend). The was not enough room for everyone to fit in the car so Richard, Millie and myself 

jumped in a taxi which was an experience.  It was really scary as the driver did not stop talking and he drove very fast. We did not have a 

clue where we were going and we all let off a huge sigh of relief when we arrived at our hotel. The whole journey lasted from 8am - 2am 

English time so I was pleased when we all went to our rooms and got a good night’s sleep.  

Wednesday was the day before the show started. The England team still had an early start as we had to go to the showground to help 

set the BPA stand up and also so all the under 21’s could register to compete. Once we registered we were given an information pack 

with a number which was the number that represented us. We were given World 

Pork Expo t-shirts as a souvenir. As we did not have any of our pigs in America we 

had to borrow some to show. We met a lovely family who let all of us borrow their 

pigs. I chose a crossbred barrow (castrated boar) and others chose Durocs. The 

children showed us what we had to do with our pig and what we had to use to 

show it. When we had finished on the showground we went back to the hotel for a 

cool down in the pool and them we went out to a big American steak house for our 

evening meal  - you should have seen the size the steaks were!  

Thursday morning was an early start as we had to be at the showground by 7.30, 

everyone was nervous about showing but we were all enthusiastic about it. When 

we arrived at the showground we had to go and check the notice board to see 

which class we were in and what group - trust me I was the first one who had to 

show. I went and got my pig ready and I headed of to the ring with one of the own-

ers’ children. I set off early but it wasn’t                                                                                                                                                                                                       

(cont. over) 

I’m Mandy, Fly Me! 

A Report on the BPA Trip to the World Pork Expo in the USA by Mandy Booth 

The BPA Sales Team 

A pig at an historic (1900) farm we visited. 
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meant to be for me as the girl took me to the wrong ring so by the 

time I got to the correct ring I was late. The judge came over to me 

when he had finished judging the class and he said that he was very 

pleased with what I did but he had to knock me down as I was late 

entering the ring. We all did very well but we all enjoyed ourselves 

despite it being a very long day . There was so much enthusiasm 

from the young people in America and everybody hopes that we 

have all brought some back to the UK. The American pigs are a lot 

different from the ones we have in England as they are all muscle 

and a lot struggle to walk. The children also show a pig a lot differ-

ently as they show with a whip or tube and when you show them in 

the ring you don’t have to walk round clockwise, you can walk wher-

ever you want. The only similarity to Britain is that you need to keep 

a very close eye on the judge. Friday was a very interesting day as 

we entered the judging competition and this was very different from 

what we do in back home. We had to judge 6 different classes and 

there were 4 pigs in each class. 

Yorkshire Barrows 

Crossbred Barrows 

Spot Barrows 

Crossbred Gilts 

Duroc Gilts 

Performance Yorkshire Gilts  

We had to place the 

pigs in the correct order 

and for 3 classes we 

had to give reasons as to why we had put the pigs in that order. I learnt a lot 

about what the Americans look for in a pig and one of the major things they 

look for is the muscle development on a pig. The Americans are very strict  - 

nothing like we see in young handler’s classes in the UK. The judging competi-

tion is a very good thing as children at a very young age (as young as 3) learn 

what to look for and this in the future helps them improve their own herd when 

they grow up.  

Saturday was the last day of the show and this was the time for the pig sales. 

Not everybody had to sell their pigs but the majority were being offered at auc-

tion. One Duroc boar made $12,500 (just under £7,000) and another 

$10,000 

(£5,500+). Gilts made around 7,000 dollars (£3,800). The auc-

tion was a lot different again from England as they the way they 

auction them off and the prices they get for their pigs. The 

American people have a lot of pride in their pigs and they expect 

good money and value that. After another long day we ended it 

with a great evening at a race night when we got a chance to let 

our hair down and for some people to win money and for others 

to lose it.  

Sunday we saw as a day of rest as we had all been so busy and 

worked hard and well as a team. We spent time in the pool and 

we also had chance for a bit of shopping. We flew home on the 

Monday and everyone was disappointed as we would of liked to 

of stayed their a bit longer. I would like to say thank you to every-

body as I had a great time and a big thank you to Geoff Parker 

as he was a brilliant chauffeur and for not getting us lost.            

This article was first published in Saddleback Times 

I’m Mandy, Fly Me (cont.) 

Young Handlers in action. 

Mandy exiting the ring. 

Hey, mate, you’ve forgotton your dart! Or selling pigs 

American style. 

Apparently, it was very muddy in times past if this historic farm was 

anything to go by - is that why American pigs have long legs? 
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Weaners for Sale West Midlands                     Weaners for Sale West Midlands                     Weaners for Sale West Midlands                     Weaners for Sale West Midlands                     

Four boys one girl available before 

Christmas. Born late Sept.  At least 

one male would make nice boar.  

We are on the Worcestershire/

Staffordshire & Shropshire borders. 

Mike Carter, 01746 781308 

mike@shatterfordfarm.com 

______________________________ 

Weaners for Sale West Sussex  Weaners for Sale West Sussex  Weaners for Sale West Sussex  Weaners for Sale West Sussex  

Early notification. Nothing like being 

prepared !!! 

I will have GOS weaners ready in 

mid-Jan, just ready to stock up after 

the Xmas rush and ready for the 

early BBQ sausage market, (guess 

I've just ruined our chances of a 

good Summer!) 

Birth notified and wormed. 

Becky, West Sussex 

07811 443264 

______________________________ 

Weaners for Sale Cumbria            Weaners for Sale Cumbria            Weaners for Sale Cumbria            Weaners for Sale Cumbria            

Just to let you know that we have 

11 GOS piglets for sale. 

4 female 

7 male 

£35.00 each 

thank you 

Adam & Vicky Tracey, Cumbria 

And MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!               

01697 472640            

adam@radicalservices.org.uk 

Members’ Advertisements 

 
You’ve got the meat now get the drink! 

What better accompaniment to a prime bit of GOS meat could there be than this 
Finest Pig’s Nose whisky?  This is just one whisky from our range of over 500.  

If you’re looking for a comprehensive range of single malts, vatted malts, other 

spirits and wines then look no further.   Visit us at: 

Arkwrights, 114 The Dormers, Highworth, Wiltshire SN6 7PE 
Phone: (01793) 765071 

Or buy online at: www.whiskyandwines.com 

 

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE    FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE    

In Pig Sow, Cornwall                   In Pig Sow, Cornwall                   In Pig Sow, Cornwall                   In Pig Sow, Cornwall                   

Sow - Star Antoinette - Born 

19/8/2007 - Served 19/9/2008 - 

Farrow Due Approx 12/1/09 - 

Lovely Markings, Size & Shape. 

£300.00 

Adrian Ballard, Cornwall 

www.ballardsfield.com 

Weaners & Gilts Avaliable also  

_______________________ 

Weaners & Boar NE Scotland Weaners & Boar NE Scotland Weaners & Boar NE Scotland Weaners & Boar NE Scotland 

Weaners for sale. Dam: Barfil Ellen 

14, Sire: Hill of Hatton Rufus 53. 

Ready 1.12.2008. Birth notified. 

Outdoor reared. £45 (boars and 

gilts)  Young boar for sale. Dam: 

Barfil Ellen 15, Sire: Hill of Hatton 

Rufus 53. Born: 27.8.2008. Birth 

notified. Outdoor reared. Fine 

young pig. £70.00 (North East 

Scotland-Banffshire). Please ring 

John Nurser-Stevens after 6pm 

01542 850284 

_____________________________ 

Young Boar in N Somerset         Young Boar in N Somerset         Young Boar in N Somerset         Young Boar in N Somerset         

Winterwood Patrick. Born 2nd July 

2008. From a first litter of 10 born 

10 reared. Sire-Chapel Patrick 5th. 

Dam-Winterwood Princess 158th 

from a litter of 13b. 12R. Well 

grown, quality boar with good 

hams and length. Email or phone 

Judith Sims 07803-290577  

10min. J20 M5. Could deliver rea-

sonable distance at cost. 

Weaners for Sale NW/Midlands  Weaners for Sale NW/Midlands  Weaners for Sale NW/Midlands  Weaners for Sale NW/Midlands  

Wonderful boar weaners for sale. 

Some are 10 weeks old which are 

£40 and some are 7 weeks old 

which are £35. Contact Ian Burns 

on 01260 227235 and come and 

see for yourself.                         

ianburns30@hotmail.com 

_____________________________ 

Weaners for Sale N Cheshire-Weaners for Sale N Cheshire-Weaners for Sale N Cheshire-Weaners for Sale N Cheshire-

Strong weaners,tattooed and birth 

notified for traceability (boars and 

gilts, no castrates) contact num-

ber 0161 928 2143 Stephen 

Booth broadoakfarm@lineone.net 

_____________________________ 

Two Young Boars Abergavenny Two Young Boars Abergavenny Two Young Boars Abergavenny Two Young Boars Abergavenny 

Twelve weeks old, free range, sec-

ond litters, Rufus/Bluebell, birth 

notified, will register. 

Ruth Hindle 

01873831365/07710510283 nr 

Abergavenny  

_____________________________ 

Weaners for Sale Dorset             Weaners for Sale Dorset             Weaners for Sale Dorset             Weaners for Sale Dorset             

We now only have two boy wean-

ers left for sale. They have nice 

spots, very friendly and are a good 

size. Birth notified and wormed 

ready for a new home  

 Swanage Dorset 01929425450 

or andreeturner@tiscali.co.uk 
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GOSPBC Fighting GOSPBC Fighting GOSPBC Fighting GOSPBC Fighting 
FundFundFundFund    

In our effort to maintain the 

integrity of genuine pork from 

pedigree Gloucestershire Old 

Spots, we are undertaking 

considerable work to protect 

the real thing for the benefit of 

breeders everywhere. In re-

sponse to this appeal please 

send any donation any donation any donation any donation to GOSPBC 

c/o Mr S Booth, Broadoak 

Farm, Chapel Lane, Warbur-

ton, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 

9TY. 

N 
ever mind the effects of the Irish 

referendum, Europe will never be 

united while each member state 

has a different opinion on what makes a 

great ham. The Spanish want it sliced wafer 

thin, air-dried and from pigs fed on acorns; 

the French want it deep red, from Bayonne 

and really tangy; the Italians insist that their 

pigs are fed on the whey from a Parmesan 

factory; the Germans want it slivered and 

from a pig that has roamed the Black For-

est.  All of which is a million miles away 

from the English tradition, but at least we 

are starting to take a bit more of an inter-

est. In the 1980s, whilst trapped in an ear-

lier career, I had occasion to visit the factory 

of one of Britain’s leading cold meats 

manufacturers. Perfectly normal, (if suspi-

ciously lean), pig legs would come into the 

boning room where they would be “seam cut” i.e. each individual muscle separated out. Then 

these lumps of pallid meat would be injected with brine and transferred to a machine rather like a 

cement mixer where they would be rumbled round until tender. Finally the meat was squeezed into 

d-shaped moulds which already contained a thin layer of white fat and pressure cooked. The result 

was a perfectly uniform d-shaped, boneless, “ham” which after slicing thinly could be layered into a 

plastic tray and sold as “Genuine Old Farmer MacGregor’s Country Style Premium Ham” – only 

kidding lawyers, but you know the kind of grandiose tosh I’m talking about. Thank goodness things 

are much better now.  

A prime English ham is a thing of great beauty, large and imposing with a thick covering of delicate 

white fat; the inside is a uniform pink colour and the meat has a beguiling texture, easy to chew 

and almost juicy. The fla- vour is never piggy, it will have 

sweet notes that come from the cure and just enough 

salt to balance them out.  Sit a fine ham on a tradi-

tional china stand and you have an imposing centrepiece 

for any grand occa- sion.  On a domestic scale it’s 

time to revive that old favourite: the ham salad and 

to make more of the de- lightful combination of tex-

tures, the slice of pink yielding ham (cut thick 

please) and the crisp leaves with a good dressing. 

Thankfully there is a welcome upsurge in traditional cooked hams and they are becoming  a “must-

have” in delicatessens across the land, all we have to insist on now is that the pork comes from a 

well-treated, traditional breed pig that has enough “bark” on it to deliver real flavour.  Whenever I 

look at the pert rump of a frisky Tamworth as it charges across the show ring, (sometimes chased 

by an exasperated and jolly warm Nick Hunkin!), I cannot stop myself seeing it as a  magnificent 

ham, perhaps cured with salt, molasses and a handful of juniper berries, then left to dry out a little 

before being boiled, skinned and made ready for the table. 

At Chiswick deli, Mortimer & Bennett, proprietor Dan Bennett stocks a traditional ham from Wal-

lop’s Wood Dairy in Hampshire. It’s sliced in the shop as required and is a honey roast ham made 

from Gloucestershire Old Spots pigs, people now ask for “the Old Spot ham” and it commands a 

decent premium.  At Harvey Nichols food hall in London, they offer a Dorset ham on the bone and 

an Alderton ham that comes with a marmalade glaze. At Selfridges food hall on Oxford Street, 

London, the traditional hams are all carved from the bone. For the “traditional”, the “honey roast” 

and the “honey and mustard” roast hams the pigs come from Jimmy Butler’s Blythburgh free range 

pigs, so punters may even get to eat a television star!  

For the home cook a few thick slices of fine British ham make the perfect backstop in the fridge, 

should the weather turn and a traditional ham salad lose some of its appeal it is easy to re-

organise and serve ham egg and chips. Perfect pink ham, two runny-yolked eggs and some crisp 

chips has undeniable all-weather appeal.  

Charles Campion’s 2008 Guide to London Restaurants is published by Profile Books, £8.99.   

Check out the blog at  http://campion.thisislondon.co.uk. Charles is Restaurant Critic for the Lon-

don Evening Standard and regularly appears on television on programmes such as Masterchef. 

This article was first published in Tamworth Trumpet. 

“Married with ham, buried 

with ham.” 

H.G. Wells  

[The History of Mr Polly] 


