Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club

he Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig

Breeders’ Club is delighted that
HRH The Princess Royal has agreed to
become the Club’s Patron for the next five
years. The Princess has kept a commercial
herd of GOS pigs at her Gatcombe Estate
in Gloucestershire since the early 1990s
and has been an Honorary Member since
that time.

With the sad death of George Styles earlier
this year, the Club has been without a
Patron until this good news was received
towards the end of November.

The Princess wishes to be involved with
Club activities and her term of office will
include being in post for our Centenary
celebrations in 2013. In the meantime, we
look forward to meeting Her Royal High-
ness at some of the main agricultural
shows during the summer period.

A Tribute to George Styles, Grandfather of the GOS

nside, you will find a tribute to George
Styles who died earlier this year. As
well as a detailed profile of George the pig
farmer, there are memories of those who
knew George and his work to save the GOS
breed.

. Be under no illusion, had George not stuck
with his beloved Gloucestershire Old Spots
through thick and thin; had his herd suc-
cumbed during an outbreak of Foot &
Mouth or if he had heeded the siren calls
to switch to Large White or Landrace, the
GOS breed would have been as extinct
today as the Lincolnshire Curly Coat or the
dodo.

It is a tribute to George that the GOS has
become the most successful of the rare pig breeds and now vies with the Large White to be the
largest population of pedigree registered pigs in the UK. That, sadly, is not so much a testament to
the growth in popularity of the GOS as an indictment to the parlous state of the pedigree pig world.
To be safe, the GOS needs to grow further still and thus we owe it George to not only increase
numbers but to improve the quality of the breeding herd, just as he did during the 30 or 40 years
that he kept the GOS breed going.

www.oldspots.org.uk
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NEW Club Leaflet

The GOSPBC has basically had just one design for its leaflet since its inception in
1990 and whilst minor changes have kept it going, the Club Committee decided
that it was time for a new leaflet to help promote GOS pigs and recruit new mem-
bers.

Whilst the Club will make these available to visitors to the pig lines at various shows
around the country, we will be looking to you, the members, to really make a differ-
ence and to have stocks available to give out to people enquiring about or buying
your pigs. A copy is enclosed and further supplies will be sent on request. Just
phone or email and a pack will be put in the post to you. On the back of the leaflet is
a box where you can place a sticker or rubber stamp showing your details so that
the leaflet really works for you too!

The leaflet’s design is much more modern than its predecessor and is in full colour.
It target new keepers by emphasising how much help they can get from the website
as well as through the Club itself. We are grateful to the RBST for funding this leaflet
which will help to spread the word about GOS more effectively.

DON'T FORGET—the new leaflet is designed to help YOU so order a stock FREE OF
CHARGE NOW.

Quality Christmas Cards Available
& - $ Z - el NOW

The GOS is unique among British pig breeds in so many ways not least
that your Breeders’ Club offers you these highly desirable quality
Christmas cards to order so that you can impress friends and family
alike.

Y A pack of 10 comes with cream envelopes and shows a painting of
: Horsehill Josephine 53rd by Davina Owen for £9.95 + P&P. Each card
: is approximately 210 x 145mm.

If your card is to stand out on the mantelpiece, this is THE ONE to or-
der. An order form is enclosed and despatch will be made on receipt of
your order and cheque. Conversely, you can order online via the Club
Shop on the website and use your Debit or Credit card via PayPal.

New Membership Savings Opportunities

It may be a long time since the last Spot Press but the Club has not stopped operating as you will see from the various new initiatives
here. Among these is a way for members to save money when renewing their subscriptions (see page 8 for your status).

The cost of preparing and printing a high class colour newsletter and then posting it out is high. That’s why your BPA newsletter is
only sent out in black and white. But we can help by offering members a discount of £5 if you agree to change your subscription to
receive Spot Press via email. We save on the printing and postage and can pass that on to you so before you write out your cheque
for this current subscription, consider if you can ease the postman’s workload and receive future newsletters as an attachment to an
email and save your money to boot.

For those who have already paid by Standing Order, if you would like this option, please notify the Secretary and an amended S/O
form will be sent out to you.

And don’t forget....

When renewing your membership, you can go on to the website and renew via PayPal quickly and easily so you don’t need to search
around for a cheque book and envelope.
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AGM & Members’ Day—Advance Notice

The last AGM and Members’ Day was a fantastic day out at Daylesford Farms in
Gloucestershire and everything was perfect except that there was a disappoint-
ing turnout. So this time you're getting maximum notice so that we hope to see g
a tremendous gathering of GOSPBC members and their families when we visit =4 mp RIRETIN e |
Jimmy’s Farm at Wherstead near Ipswich on Sunday 11th April 2010. _ Aceredited Butcher

Jimmy Doherty is now a regular on our TV screens and many will have watched
the series Jimmy’s Farm while he established his herd of rare breed pigs and
his Essex Pig Company meat business. This is your chance to meet Jimmy and
others familiar from the small screen and to see just how the enterprise has
developed. He even keeps GOS pigs now!

|
This will be a fabulous day out and a chance to meet up with friends old and Jim Doherty with his old friend, Jamie Oliver, at the

new all with a mutual interest of GOS pigs. Put the date in your new diary now official opening of his Farm Shop, Photo by Richard
and make sure you come along on April 11th. Lutwyche.
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It’s not too late to do

I u lm - | Inthe last edition, you will have seen how the Club is engaged in a protracted
w" 7@ your Christmas shop- T‘ battle to save the integrity of the GOS breed in just the same way as we did

1‘\, ping from the GOSPBC % when Waitrose tried to steal our good name.
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‘T We had to employ a specialist firm of patent lawyers and after much evidence
There’s ties, badges ¢ gathering, your Secretary and Chairman attended a hearing with a presiding
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etc all available from ur officer to determ|.ne this Trade Mark dispute. The long and the short of it wa;
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Be different and get something that the % One thing leads on from another and we are planning a prize draw next year to
GOS lover really wants! M help to replenish the coffers after some major expense incurred in opposing
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- The idea is to have a major draw to attract sales of tickets to members and the
general public. The draw would be launched in April at the AGM and would go on into the showing season. Accordingly, we a re looking
for quality prizes please. These could be hampers, books, cheeses, vouchers in exchange for meals or GOS pork, free entry tickets to
tourist attractions, booze, almost anything you can think of. But especially we want a strong headline prize that will attract attention
and make selling tickets a lot easier. Any ideas? Please contact the Secretary with offers or ideas.

Tickets will be £1 each or £5 a book and we will send 2 books to every member to sell and you can request more if you'd like them. As
well as you selling them, we will make a major effort to sell as many as possible to the general public at shows during at least the first
half of the season. If anyone out there has a good idea on how we can make this a big success then please speak to one of the Commit-
tee members or drop a line to the Secretary. WE NEED YOUR HELP.

Eric Freeman

Eric was one of the Founder Members of the Club and has kept GOS pigs under the Cugley prefix for more years than most. He has done
a great deal over the years to promote all the Gloucestershire breeds. Who, for instance, can forget the international media coverage he
achieved with his Valentine pig in February 2008? The Committee decided at their October meeting to confer an Honorary Life Member-
ship on Eric in recognition of everything he has done for the breed and for the Club.

An article on Eric’'s memories of pig keeping in times past can be seen in the Spring 2008 edition of Spot Press under the title,
‘Memoirs of a Pig-Keeping Man’.
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Arrangements for the 2010 Champion of Champions Competition

The Royal Show will not take place in any form in 2010 and we await details of any equivalent event organised by the RASE in 2011 and
beyond. In the circumstances, we are transferring the finals of the Champion of Champions to be judged at the Three Counties Show at
Malvern in June. The Three Counties Show is the ancestral home for the GOS pig, the three counties being Gloucestershire, Hereford-
shire and Worcestershire, also known as the Three Choirs after the three great cathedrals in their respective cities.

This move provides a logistical problem as it excludes the Champions from both East of England and Cheshire County shows from com-
peting so we are in discussions with the South of England (Ardingly, West Sussex) and Royal Welsh Smallholders Show (Builth Wells) to
see if they could provide qualifiers. Both will need at least three exhibitors so anyone out there who is thinking of starting showing,
these two could be ideal starting points.

The finals of the Champion of Champions will be held on Saturday 19th June and will be judged by Mr Andrew Robinson.

Celebrations to Mark the 20th Anniversary of the GOSPBC

Elsewhere in this edition (page 8) is an article written by Debra Lang, the Club’s inaugural Secretary, recording how the Club started in
1990. This means that we have been ‘going strong’ now for 20 years and to celebrate, there will be a meal with entertainment at the
Three Counties Show during the evening of Friday 18th June. It is hoped that with the Champion of Champions being there the next day,
there will be a strong contingent of members present and that others based in the area will come along and join in also.

Details will be published in the next edition but please reserve the date in your diary now.

Desperately Seeking Primrose

The Primrose line has always been the rarest and has been blighted by the fact that over 30 years ago, George Styles observed that
litters sired by a boar out of a Primrose sow, had a large proportion of mis-formed or split skulls and rightly advised everyone not to
breed from such boars.

In recent times, there have been at least two examples of such boars breeding without any noticeable problem so the Club’s Committee
decided to put in place an experimental mating to test the theory once again. A boar out of a litter from a Primrose was purchased from
John & Helen Lightfoot in Gloucestershire and Judith Sims, our President, agreed to mate him to two of her females. This has now taken
place and the boar has transferred to Surrey to Vice-Chairman, Dave Overton’s Exfold herd for a similar test mating.

The boar will be maintained at least until the litters are born and may be kept longer and used in an inbreeding experiment to see if that
produces the results observed all that time ago.

In the meantime, it is essential that the Primrose line does not die out. The Lightfoots have an old sow and are having difficulty in get-
ting her in pig again and have a gilt out of her. WE NEED TO KNOW OF ANY OTHER REGISTERED OR BIRTH-NOTIFIED PRIMROSE FE-
MALES OUT THERE IN CASE FURTHER ACTION NEEDS TO BE TAKEN TO SAVE THE BLOODLINE. Please contact the Secretary with details
if you have a Primrose female or if you think you know where one might be.

As Andrew Robinson observed, one of the best sows he ever bred was a Primrose and if there is no genetic problem with the line, then
they deserve to be saved and made better use of.

BPA Elections

The BPA elections took place in October and the GOS breed is rightly, in view of its numerical importance, better represented now than
ever before. Club Chairman, Andrew Robinson and Vice-Chairman, Dave Overton, are the two Breed Representatives.

Andrew and Club Treasurer, Stephen Booth, were both elected to the BPA Council.
Viki Mills, who is co-opted to the Club’s Committee, was voted on as a new Vice-President.

Richard Lutwyche is on the Pork and Conservation committees. Stephen Booth is on the Show and Conservation committees. Andrew
Robinson is on the Conservation committee, which is chaired by Guy Kiddy, a Club member. Other Club members, Sally Lugg and An-
drew Emsley, are also on the Pork Committee

If you have representations concerning any aspect of the BPA and its services, please contact your Breed Representatives in the first
instance. Contact details are shown on the cover and on the Club’s website.
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Show & Sale, Cirencester Livestock Market, 1st August 2009

Unsurprisingly, we had only a few entries of pedigree GOS pigs as most
breeders were selling successfully off farm and had no pigs spare for the
event. However, there were 2 in-pig gilts, 4 maiden gilts, 1 senior boar and
3 stores (10 weeks old). there was a lot of interest and plenty of buyers. The .
auctioneers had padded out the entry with a number of lots of unregistered §
GOS and crossbreeds which again all sold but prices were much lower than
for the pedigree stock.

The quality generally was much better and card grading awarded Blue cards
to all lots bar two which achieved Yellow.

The two In-Pig gilts from Liz Best (including the Breed Champion on the day)
sold for 400 and 390 guineas. The first Maiden was 12 months old and
sold for 270gns. The remaining three were six months old and went for
185, 160 and 165 gns. The Boar was a well-proven three year old and
fetched 260gns, going down to Somerset to continue his career. The three
10 week old Stores sold at 100 gns each.

Liz Best’s pair of Dolly gilts took the top prices of 390 and
400gns at an event where demand was strong. Photo by

The unregistered stock sold as follows: Gilt and litter - £230; 5 x bacon Richard Lutwyche.

weight gilts £168 - 175 each; 1 x boar (litter brother to the 5 gilts)£115; 6 x

large Stores £88 - 112; 3 x Boars 9 months old £90 - 98. The differential was satisfying as it clearly demonstrates the advantage of main-
taining pedigree status.

Many thanks to those who did enter and the respective buyers, to Judith Sims and Sharon Barnfield for Card Grading and Judith for judg-
ing. Also to Voyce Pullin for staging the event which attracted huge crowds.

BPA Show & Sale, Ross-on-Wye, 10th October 2009

It was the GOS that made all the headlines at the BPA Show & Sale this
year.

Firstly, judge Christine Vaughan, awarded the Supreme Championship for
the best pig in the show to Stephen Booth's Chapel Patrick 11, a January
boar.

The sale began at 11.00 with a strong demand for gilts of most breeds
forward. With a tremendous year for the breed when most stock had sold
straight off the farm, there were no in-pig GOS gilts entered and only five
maidens all of which sold extremely well, ranging from 320 to 400gns, aver-
aging 376gns. Good news for vendors, Peggy Darvill and Malcolm Hicks. Of
all the other breeds, only the
Saddleback Breed Champion & R i R iE
matched the GOS top price for the  Sypreme Champion and top-priced pig was Stephen Booth’s
category (400gns) and none had  Chapel Patrick 11 which sold to Charles Martell for 580 gns.
an average anywhere near ours. -

ST |

i

W

Again, there were no senior boars. Boar prices gener-
ally were disappointing with too many available among
~ most breeds and the two GOS Junior Boars were
| among the last dozen lots to be sold. First up was the
== - : Supreme Champion from Cheshire which quickly sold
Toller Dahlia 628 made 400gns for for the top price of the day, 580gns, to local Club
Peggy Darvill. member and renowned cheese maker, Charles Martell &
from Gloucestershire. Peggy Darvill's April-born Toller ;
Gerald 640 also attracted a lot of interest selling for 300gns.

) o just six months of age.
All'in all, a very successful event where the GOS demonstrated that there is still a huge demand

for quality stock.
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Champion of Champions & Royal
Show 2009

The last Royal Show drew Andrew Robinson back to the showring for
the first time in many years and we enjoyed a better turnout of GOS
pigs at Stoneleigh than has been for many years. Our President, Ju-
dith Sims, judged the GOS classes and Andrew took the Breed Cham-
pionship with Foston Ellen 83.

Jenny Brett showed Foston Ellen 83 in the breed classes where
Judith Sims selected her as the last Royal Show GOS Breed Cham-
pion in the rain.

MIDDLE WHITE
. i\ 7

. GLOUCESTERSHIRE OLD SPOT

Tradition;

Judith’s posh straw hat soon got exchanged for some
wet weather gear.

Spa

CRAN
Traditional bre

0l
wwwer

N o e S - Dave Overton (left) presents the Elwes Memorial Cup to Maggie
Andrew Robinson is more excited than Ellen at winning Wilson & Andrew Robinson as Foston Ellen 83 is judged 2009

the famous trophy. Photos by Richard Lutwyche. Champion of Champions.

Dave Overton took over to judge the Champion of Champions with eight fine pigs forward that had qualified by being Breed Champion at
some of the leading shows in the country. After carefully assessing all those forward, Dave awarded the prestigious Elwes Memorial Cup to
the Royal Champion, Foston Ellen 83, making a double success for Andrew Robinson and his partner, Maggie Wilson.
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Northern Championships at the Great Yorkshire Show

& The Great Yorkshire Show at Harrogate took place in July and the GOS
_d were judged by Dave Overton from Surrey. The Female and Breed

M Champion was Stephen and Mandy Boooth's Chapel Dolly 21 from
Cheshire. Male and Reserve Breed Champion went to the same exhibi-
tor's Chapel Patrick 10 and the Reserve Female Champion was
awarded to Julian Newth from Somerset with Shepton Muriel 7.

On the Wednesday, Breed Champions from the north came together
and were judged by Paul Waddington from Lancashire for the Myrtle
Styles Memorial Cup awarded each year for the Northern Champion.
The Cup went to Stephen & Mandy Booth's same gilt, Chapel Dolly 21,
which qualified by being Breed Champion at the Great Yorkshire Show.
The Runners-up prize went to Malcolm & Su Hicks' Windmill Rufus 17
which qualified at the Royal Show.

Chapel Dolly 21, this year’s Northern Champion pictured with
judge, Paul Waddington and Mandy Booth, who successfully
showed the gilt to win the Myrtle Styles Memorial Cup. Photos by
Richard Lutwyche

Paul Waddington judging the Northern Cham-
pionships in front of a good crowd.

Southern Championships at the Newbury & Royal Berkshire Show

The last of the three Championships run by the Club and judged in the ring took place at the Royal County of Berkshire Show on Sunday
the 20th September, which used to be known as the Newbury Show.

Pigs that had qualified from a number of shows in the South of
England throughout the show season going back to the beginning
of May, came together to be judged by Guy Kiddy from Bedford-
shire. This is a popular pig show and there was a strong entry from
most breeds. Guy had seven pigs before him to sort out and even- i
tually gave the award to Judith Sims from Clevedon, Somerset for
her July gilt, Winterwood Princess 161. The Club's Vice-Chairman,
Dave Overton, was on hand to present the trophy donated by the
late Jim Sherriff and the special rosette and sash. The runner up

was a sow from Peggy Darvill's Toller herd.

Judith Sims with the Southern Champion, Winterwood Princess 161
with judge, Guy Kiddy and Club Vice-Chairman, Dave Overton.

Peggy Darvill with the runner-up, Toller Muriel 542 who felt she
need a rest after the judging. Photos by Richard Lutwyche.
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GOSPBC 1990-2010 - 20 Years of Success

The Club was established in 1990 to help promote the qualities of the GOS breed and to bring breeders together. There follows a contem-
poraneous note made by Debra Lang to record the events leading up to the formation of the Club.

Following informal discussion at a Gloucestershire RBST Support Group meeting on 28th March,1990, the possibility of founding a
Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Club was raised at the NPBA Breed Meeting held on 13th June, 1990 at the Three Counties Show and all
present felt it could be of benefit to the breed and breeders.

In order to move this idea along, Richard Lutwyche contacted those present on the previous occasions plus others suggested as likely
interested parties and an informal meeting was held in the offices of Bruton Knowles at the Cattle Market, Gloucester on 22nd August,
1990 at which twenty-one people attended. Richard Lutwyche took the chair and discussion took place on a name for the club, its objec-
tives, a subscription fee of £10.00 was set, a steering committee was elected and a date and venue were set for an inaugural meeting to
adopt a constitution and elect officers .

The steering committee elected was:-
Chairman: Mr G H Styles Vice-chairman: Mr A J Robinson
Treasurer: Mr R H L Lutwyche Secretary: Miss DY Lang

It was decided to include with the annual breed survey, about to be circulated on behalf of the RBST by Andrew Robinson, a circular an-
nouncing the establishment of the club and inviting membership. This was to be followed by an announcement in the Ark which would
also give details of the inaugural General Meeting and invite attendance.

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Richard Lutwyche.

The GOSPBC has achieved much in the meantime. Had anyone suggested to any one of those 21 persons present that in 20 years’ time
the GOS breed would be vying to become the most populous breed in the country, they would have been treated with derision.

Much has changed in the meantime. Gloucester Cattle Market has gone and four of the founder committee are no longer with us: George
Styles, Gordon Cullimore, Ray Sims and Geoffrey Cloke have all passed on in the intervening period. But they have left behind a legacy of
which we can all be proud - a breed thriving in the modern age - the Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig.

Membership fees became due on 31st October and nearly all those paying by Standing Order and some others have paid.

Your own situation according to our records is shown below. If payment is now due, PLEASE PAY IMMEDIATELY, otherwise you will cease to
be a member, according to the Constitution, on 31st January 2010.

1. You are either an Honorary Member or your subscription for the current year has already been paid.
NO FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED.

2. Your subscription is outstanding. PLEASE PAY IMMEDIATELY either by sending a cheque or Postal
Order, by completing a Standing Order Form (enclosed with the leaflet) or via PayPal on the

Website

Subscriptions

Joint or Family Member—2 or more persons at the same address. (Two votes at General Meetings) £25.00
Joint or Family Member as above but with Spot Press sent electronically £20.00
Individual Member (with pigs) £20.00
Individual Member as above but with Spot Press sent electronically £15.00
Associate Member (without pigs) £15.00
Associate Member as above as above but with Spot Press sent electronically £10.00
Overseas Member (including ROI) £25.00

Overseas Member as above as above but with Spot Press sent electronically £20.00
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Merchandise - Support GOS - Wear the Logo!

have the added advantage of being able to pay by Credit or Debit card using PayPal. The bespoke range with the Club logo

N ow is the time to order your GOS bespoke clothing. You can order using the enclosed order form or via the website where you
embroidered on every item is high quality clothing that should last and last so go for it!

Bespoke Range All Including The Club Logo Embroidered

Onto the Garment

Photos Show Garments Without the Logo.
All Garments Suitable for Both Sexes.

ADULTS PREMIUM FULL ZIP FLEECE
Sizes Available: XS 36" / S 38" / M 40" / L 42-44” / XL 46" / 2XL 48" / 3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54"
Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN / CHARCOAL / MAROON

Members’ Price: £30.50 each

A PREMIUM SWEATSHIRT

R Sizes Available: XS 367 /S 38" / M 40" / L 42-44” / XL 46" / 2XL
y 1 48" / 3XL 50-52" / 4XL 547

i L
2 r-"-“" Yt Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN /
1 HEATHER GREY / MAROON

{1 Members’ Price: £18.85 each

PREMIUM PIQUE POLO SHIRT

Sizes Available: XS 36” / S 38" / M 40" / L 42-44” / XL 46” / 2XL
48" / 3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54

™
Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE
GREEN / HEATHER GREY / MAROON / WHITE / SKY BLUE / YELLOW

Members’ Price: £16.50 each

CLASSIC PIQUE POLO SHIRT

Sizes Available: XS 36" / S 38" / M 40" / L 42-44” / XL 46" / 2XL 48" /
3XL 50-52” / 4XL 54"

Colours Available: BLACK / NAVY / ROYAL / RED / BOTTLE GREEN / HEATHER GREY / MAROON / WHITE /
SKY BLUE / YELLOW / KELLY GREEN / ORANGE / PURPLE / CHARCOAL

Members’ Price: £13.99 each

Availability on all above items: Normally 14-21 days from order. . Note P&P charges applicable on order
form. .

POLYESTER CLUB TIES
The ALL NEW Club Tie . Order now and be among the smart set for 2010!

Members’ Price: £12.75 each

Check out our online Shop where there are further items including SALE lines of-

fering great value for money.
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George Styles - A Tribute

George Herbert Styles

19th April 1926 - 30th June 2009

eorge Styles bred Gloucestershire Old Spots pigs from the late 1940s right through to the 1990s near Bewdley in Worcester-

shire. His herd prefixes, Ribbesford and Horsehill are famous throughout the pedigrees of all current pigs. If you use the BPA
online herd book and trace your pigs back, you are certain to find ancestors bred by George somewhere in your pig’'s pedigree. That's
how influential George was to all of us today.

There follows an article written by Hilary Howells based on an interview with George a few years ago.
‘The Gloucester Old Spots has been my life’s work.’

Known as the ‘grandfather of the Gloucester Old Spots’, George Styles is credited with virtually single-handedly saving the breed. While
other breeders abandoned the Old Spots as the pig industry intensified, George remained convinced that the breed was worth keeping
and worked continually to improve its conformation and performance. Without =

his persistence, the Old Spots would almost certainly have become extinct.

The story of Worcestershire farmer George Styles and the Gloucester Old Spots
pig is a clear example of how a breed can owe its existence to one person’s
commitment. Today the Old Spots is thriving, prized for its first-class pork and
bacon and the preferred choice of organic and small pig farmers, with over
1000 breeding sows registered. Yet, just thirty years ago, the breed was peril-
ously close to dying out.

The Gloucester Old Spots, along with the other traditional pig breeds, had not

taken well to the intensive indoor systems introduced after the Second World George (right) quickly mastered the needs of the

War and, as pig production was turned over to large-scale industrial units, they ~ show ring and won the prestigious Elwes Memorial

fell out of favour and plummeted in number. Cup first in 1955. Leading breeder, Jim Sherriff is
pictured alongside him.

Between 1950 and 1973, when the Rare Breed Survival Trust was formed, five British pig breeds - the Cumberland, the Yorkshire Blue
and White, the Ulster Large White, the Dorset Gold Tip and the Lincolnshire Curly Coat - were lost forever and numbers of one other -
the Essex - fell to such critical levels they had to be amalgamated with the Wessex Saddleback into one breed, the British Saddleback in
1967. There is little doubt that the Gloucester Old Spots would have suffered a similar fate were it not for the steadfast loyalty of
George Styles and his refusal to give into fashion.

Now in his late eighties, George sold his last Old Spots about ten years ago but the impact of the breed on his life is still obvious from
the photographs on every wall of his house. This archive of past champions bears witness to his distinguished involvement with the
breed dating back over 65 years.

George came from a farming family. Even as a little boy it was the pigs
which most fascinated him. ‘I used to help my father feed and wash
them, or at least | thought | did!” These pigs were Gloucester Old Spots
and Saddlebacks which lived outside in arks. George remembers being
very impressed with how hardy these breeds were, thriving outside during
cold, snowy winters. As his father became more involved with manufac-
turing animal feed in the early 1940s, George took over the main farming
side of the business. He kept Hereford and Galloway cattle and grew
corn, sugar beet and potatoes. ‘The potatoes were a confounded nui-

" sance, but you couldn’t just do as you wanted in those days. We had to
=~ do what we were told by the agricultural committees - the War Ag as we
. called them.’
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George also had pigs, at first Wessex Saddlebacks, but then he bought some Gloucestershire Old Spots pigs - five sows and a boar. ‘I de-
cided on Old Spots because | liked their mothering ability and how easy they were to manage. You didn’t get the awkwardness you did with
other breeds. Mind you, one of those first sows, although she was a wonderful mother, had the most diabolical temper. The first time she
farrowed, she immediately went for my foreman and really meant it - chased him 200 yards up the field and, when he vaulted over a five-
barred gate, she smashed into it and broke it. She then came charging back down the field and went for me. Luckily | had a board and
stick to fend her off. She was a right character. We learnt to live with her but | have always been very, very careful with her family - the
Primrose line - ever since.’

FWTENL IR

George became increasingly interested in the breed believing they had good

qualities for commercial meat production. ‘Although they were too heavy in | = _= 2
the shoulder and too weak in the back, they had good loins and good hams m
(legs). In my opinion the breed had great potential. During the war, and in
the years that followed, we were told the weight we had to fatten the pigs to =
and where to send them for slaughter, but we were allowed to keep two
pigs a year for our own consumption. | was extremely impressed by the
taste and quality of pork and hams from our Old Spots. | thought “this is
the sort of meat we want”. It had that something extra.’

.

Not since the 1920s had the Gloucestershire Old Spots been considered a
mainstream breed and, by the 40s, numbers had dropped considerably.
George remembers it being very difficult to source pure-bred Old Spots.
‘There were fewer than a dozen people breeding them pure and, of those,
at least half only had a very small number of pigs.’ 25
Roh A

George shows his then bank manager what it is he was invest-

Many of George’s pigs were not pedigrees so he decided to undertake an ing in

‘upgrading’ breeding programme. Under this scheme the offspring of pigs

that did not have a full traceable ancestry could become eligible for registry in the Gloucestershire Old Spots Breed Society herd book by
breeding to pedigree animals for four generations. These programmes are generally used when numbers of a breed would otherwise be-
come dangerously low.

George began to show his pigs. ‘I went to my first show, but didn’t do any good. | went home and thought about it and decided | had better
go into this better.” So he embarked on a plan to improve his Old Spots. ‘I selected the best ones and only bred from them. Then | went to
the Three Counties show and, to my greatest delight, won the Reserve Championship. That really started me off and | set out to breed the
best pedigree Old Spots and develop the breed.’

Until the 1950s the genetic improvement of pigs was largely in the hands of individual farmers and there was very little scientific measure-
ment of commercial traits. Decisions were based on the stockman’s visual assessment. Having an ‘eye’ for a good pig was the key to suc-
cess - a skill often passed from father to son. According to George it is possible to tell a good pig at just three weeks of age.

‘I was told by three different highly experienced breeders that pigs will always come back to what they were at three weeks. We proved this
.- was the case. | once picked a boar at three weeks that | rather liked, but a
' * while later | was about to go on holiday and saw this boar again. Well he

. looked awful. He had gone all sloppy, his hams were undercut, his jowl too
7 heavy. | said to my foreman “we’ll scrap him when | get back.” When | got
B8 back and went round the pigs, | saw a maghnificent boar. | asked my foreman
where he came from and he replied “That was the one you were going to
scrap!” That boar had come back to what he was at three weeks and he
went onto win the Three Counties show. So | always tell people to select at
three weeks, then look after them well and don’t worry if they look horrible. If
they were right at three weeks, they will come right in the end.’

= George aimed to make the Gloucester Old Spots more commercial and chose
B breeding stock that would produce the best carcase with a light shoulder and
{ heavy ham. The breed, however, was falling further out of favour after the
publication of an influential report to the Government on the future of the
OATs g iy British pig industry. This recommended a wholesale move to intensive pro-
George looks over a bunch of gilts destined for export. duction methods based on just three breeds. (Cont over ...../12)
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George Styles - A Tribute (cont.)

Intensification and the end for many traditional breeds

In the second half of the twentieth century most breeds of British pig became either extinct or very rare. This was partly due to the
Howitt report to the Government in 1955 which recommended pig farming be based on just three breeds - the Landrace, the Large
White and the Welsh - long, lean, fast growing pigs suited to bacon production.

In fact the report went so far as to say that ‘one of the main handicaps facing the British pig industry today is the diversity of the
type of pig which is found throughout the country. The pig industry will in our view only make real progress when it concentrates on
a few main types and if... possible on a single type of pig for commercial production... The importance and urgency of this task|
cannot be overstated.’

The Government established the ‘Pig Industry Development Authority’ to move the industry forwards. Key to this was the setting-up
testing centres to make pig breeding more scientific. A procedure known as ‘progeny testing’ was used which involved participating
farmers sending piglets to the test centres where commercially important traits such as growth rates, muscle development and feed
conversion were measured. This data was returned to farmers to allow them to choose their breeding stock on the basis of which

produced the best performing offspring,.

Outdoor production, which suited the traditional breeds’ qualities of hardiness and thriftiness, gave way to indoor, intensive units.
Two of the breeds identified in the Howitt report, the Large White and Landrace, went onto dominate the pig industry while the oth-
ers all but disappeared.

Despite the great cost of intensification for many traditional breeds, George points out that the climate at the time was very different,
with the emphasis on Britain becoming self-sufficient in food production. ‘It is hard for people today to understand how difficult it was
after the war - the problems we had just getting things like butter.”

As most other breeders gave up the Old Spots, George remained convinced that the breed had valuable attributes which could be of use
to the pig industry of the future. He continued to select for lean pigs with a good confirmation through identifying the ones he liked best
at three weeks old but also by sending groups of pigs to progeny testing centres. ‘I sent piglets when they were weaned at around eight
weeks to a centre near Winchester and then picked them up a month later. Depending on how they had scored | chose between them
again, the good ones becoming breeding stock and the others being fattened for slaughter.’

When the progeny testing centre closed George decided to start his own testing. ‘We would put six sows and their progeny into a large
yard where piglets had their own feeders so we could measure food consumption. We scored them using a visual examination and a
back fat test. Because there were hardly any other breeders of Old Spots left, the task of improving the breed really fell to me.’

nihhes““d He“l “ﬁlo“cesle' nld snn's” One of the major difficulties he faced was the small

number of boars available within the breed. By the
1970s George was responsible for over 80% of the
worldwide population of Gloucestershire Old Spots
1879 and had the single remaining breeding boar line. But

1978

TOP in the TOP he was convinced that, in order for the breed to be

3 in the ) ) . . .
léi’,fao,ms sHowring || commercially viable, it was essential to strictly ad-
227231 241 243 Szl here to the criteria he had established to improve
points in MLC CHAMPION

ROYAL meat production. ‘It took a long time to build up the

Peviormance

Tests BA\I’:; number of boars. At least 90% of those we bred
were discarded because they didn’t meet the stan-
dard.’

RIBBESFORD SAMBO 29th (241 points)
Plus Hardiness Pius Mothering Ability Plus Docility Plus Carcass Quality
WHAT MORE CAN YOU ASK? One particularly good boar had been lost in an out-

G. H. STYLES LTD., Horsehill Farm, Bewdley, Worcs. Tel. Bewdley 402159 break of Swine Fever at George's farm. This out
| . -

break was devastating financially - there was no
compensation at the time - but also in terms of
impact on the breed. It also demonstrates how vul-
nerable a breed is when mainly in the hands of one
individual but, until 1973, there was no outside help available for those few farmers, like George Styles, struggling to maintain tiny
populations of traditional breeds.

George’s advertisement in the Pig Breeders’ Gazette February 1980. Note the
PIDA Test results.
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That year saw a major turning point with the establishment of the Rare
Breeds Survival Trust. ‘| became a member straight-away,” says
George. ‘I thought “At last, someone looking after rare breeds.” For
the first time the importance of conserving traditional breeds, for both
their heritage and potential commercial value, was being recognised.’
Sadly the Trust was too late to save the spectacular Lincolnshire Curly
Coated pig which had died out the year before - but it was, to date, to
be the last British breed to become extinct.

The Trust was aware how dangerously low populations of native pigs
had become and began helping enthusiasts to safeguard the remain-
ing breeds. A survey in 1974 revealed that, for Gloucester Old Spots,
just 57 females and 13 boars had been registered, making the breed a |,
priority. An adviser from ADAS worked with George Styles to devise a
breeding programme to widen the genetic diversity of his pigs. ‘We
divided the breed up into groups of sows with no common grandfather.
Five families were identified but unfortunately we lost a whole family to
Swine Fever. So we had four groups A, B, C and D and a boar from A
would be used on sows from group B, a boar from B on sows from C,
and so on. This was known as a cyclic breeding programme and it worked very well. Today there are four male bloodlines but they
were all created from the one | had.’

George with ‘Uncle’. One of his favourite boars—Ribbesford
Patrick 33

Many more pig breeders now appreciate the suitability of the Gloucester Old Spots for increasingly popular extensive systems. The
breed has recovered strongly in numbers and is much prized for its high quality meat.

Gloucestershire Old Spots meat

The Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig Breeders’ Club are working to register meat from pure-bred Old Spots pigs as a special product
but they have faced opposition because the supermarkets who want to label pork from crossbred pigs as Gloucestershire Old Spots
Pork and Bacon. The Breeders club hope to be allowed to register purebred Old Spots pork as a TSG (Traditional Speciality Guaran-
teed). Pork with this label will have to come from purebred Old Spots pigs raised non-intensively. However there is no geographical
restriction so the designation can be applied to meat from pigs raised anywhere in the EU.

George believes the breed now has a bright future. ‘It is no longer classified as
| being at risk. It is the only one of the original rare breeds of pig that is no
P98 /onger rare and its valuable attributes are being recognised. There are quite a
¢ " few breeders of Old Spots now and they mostly stick to the group breeding
system, and select their boars properly, so the quality of the breed should be

et maintained.’
e

- g T |

Al

] George remained active in the breed until the mid 90s when his wife fell ill.
"7 She had always been interested in the pigs. ‘She loved showing them but she
™ didn't get involved with breeding them - she always said that was my job. My
wife was very patient
with the pigs, which |
wasn't always!’ As.

A

! 5 € " “ his sons were not .
Ribbesford Josephine 87, Breed champion at the interested in pig farm- o
Three Counties Show, 1985 ing he had a disper-

sal sale and pigs from =
his herd were dispersed far and wide. ‘I was very sorry to sell my pigs but |
just couldn’t keep on doing it so | thought it was time to give up.” George sold
his last few pigs in the late 1990s but retains his fond memories of the breed. F

‘The Gloucester Old Spots has been my life’s work. They have been a very
great interest to me. Improving the breed has been the most important object

of my life and | feel | have achieved it.’ R s £ : x
Ribbesford Muriel 365, Breed Champion at the Royal

Show 1989 as judged by Andrew Robinson.
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George Styles - A Tribute (cont.)

Memories - A Short Selection of Reminiscences by Some of Those Who Knew George

Judith Sims

“I don’t know why, but my earliest memories of George are not at the Three Counties Show (which is where we all associate him with)
and where we started our showing career, but at the Royal Show. Raymond and | were young and still very new to pig showing and
being at ‘The Royal’ was quite overwhelming. George’s stockman, Cecil, who was a good age, had his stock turned out immaculately.
Approximately %2 hr before showing started, this very smart couple strolled down between the pig lines, the gentleman with a shooting
stick, the lady beautifully dressed, George and Myrtle had arrived. They chatted to Cecil, the white coats came out, the pig boards were
checked, then they took a look around, spotted us and realizing we were new on the block, came straight over and introduced them-
selves, wished us luck and offered any help we might need. Returning to Cecil, studying the pigs and discussing tactics, (as we learnt
afterwards), and so had started many years of friendship and battle, between the Sims and the Styles. If | remember correctly George
won that round, and most of the rest, but not all. He invited every one showing Spots, including the judge for a drink, in the then, very
smart NPBA marquee. Involving us in a tradition that went on for years; the winner of the Supreme Championship buys the drinks.

Myrtle and George always took an interest in our children, Sandra and Richard,
and as they grew up and we related our children’s problems, | will always remem-
ber George saying to me, little children little problems, big children big problems.
Never a truer word spoken.

Dave Overton

“One of the many memories | have of George was
from 1988 at the Gloucestershire Old Spots
Breeders meeting at the Three Counties Show.
George put my name forward to be put on the
Judges'’ list for the GOS breed. Once this had been

As Cecil became frailer and could not manage the shows, George produced a done he took me to one side and said: ' When you

new apprentice, Gordon, a keen, willing young chap, but he had a hard act to
follow. George decided he needed a little help getting the pigs ready for the show
ring. So turning up early one show morning he proceeded to amaze us all, pulling
on water proof trousers, stripping to the waist, he then strode to the wash pens
and proceeded to help wash his pigs. Job done, he towelled himself down, Myrtle

are Judging make sure that at least one person
comes out of the ring satisfied, and that person is
you, which will mean you have done your best’.

| have thought of this many times since and realise
how true his words were”.

helped restore him to his Gentleman’s attire, white coats went on and he was

ready to show his pigs; he even had Myrtle donning a white coat and showing
pigs over which she seemed very happy and enjoyed doing.

George was always good company, entertaining us with many a tale told over a beer or a lemon and lime. Our summers were hot once.
At his local show, The Three Counties, he offered great hospitality in the Styles Marquee at the end of the main ring. A founder mem-
ber and Club’s first President, we had many an entertaining committee meeting at the shows, often squashed up in our lorry - how
times have moved on.

George’s name will often come up when a group of GOS breeders are together with very fond memorises and tales of George Styles,
The Perfect English Gentleman at all times, win or lose”.

Andrew Robinson

“I first met George and Myrtle Styles at the 1977 Royal Show . As | had purchased my first 3 GOS gilts from Freda Stafford-Northcote
the previous May, | was looking to buy a boar. The only other exhibitors that year were Ray and Judith Sims. As my gilts were Star
Marie and a Star Antoinette, | was promptly told “’You must have a Rufus boar” and a visit was arranged. In the meantime | bought
what was probably the last Prince from Clifford Earl but decided to have another female line.

On arriving at Horsehill, any illusions of a rural idyll with apple orchards was quickly dispelled. Here was a very commercial operation
running 180 sows,50% bred pure and the other half to Landrace and Large White boars. In addition there were approximately 20
‘Ribbplus’ ( LR x GOS) which produced commercial crossing gilts. The sows were tethered in the old farm buildings which had previ-
ously been used for battery hens. Farrowing took place in Solari type pens. At 3 weeks the piglets were earmarked and groups of 5/6
sows and their litters were put into multi-suckling yards. Weaning was at 6 weeks, the sows were removed and piglets remained. At 10
weeks a further move to Trowbridge fattening pens took place. The pure GOS Gilts and boars for performance testing were moved to
another farm at approx 50kgs. George was always keen to maintain the herd in two sections as an insurance against any disease
problem, etc.

There is no question that it was George’s work performance-testing which has given us the breed we have today. The first selection
was always on a production index from the MLC tests. This index was calculated from growth rate + backfat figures. This top 50%
were then reduced to 25% when conformation, teats, etc. were taken into account. Throughout the whole process the commercial
viability of the breed was the first priority. On this first visit | was impressed at the litter sizes and quality of the cross litters, though
was surprised at the variation in types of pig, bearing in mind the herd had been founded from just a handful of pigs. On the day |
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George Styles - A Tribute (cont.)

Memories - A Short Selection of Reminiscences by Some of Those Who Knew George

Andrew Robinson (cont.)
bought Ribbesford Princess Joan 27th.

Over the years George had home sales of in-pig gilts and a few maidens and boars on an annual basis. At the May 1978 sale | bought
the top price at 200gns., Ribbesford Star 138t to breed me my next stock boar. On the day buyers included Geoffrey Cloke and Ray
and Judith Sims who were unknown to me at the time but were to become lifelong friends. In late 1982 we decided we would expand
the herd to a commercial size and visited George again hoping to purchase a nucleus of all the lines. At this visit we were told there
was to be a major reduction sale the following April so were given the choice from the whole herd. My lasting memory from this day
was seeing five generations of Princess Marys all suckling litters of 10 of more; also the great effect Rufus 32 had had on the herd.
Ribbesford Rufus 32 and litter brother 33 were the two highest pointed boars the breed has produced. The sale saw pigs sold
throughout the country with a top price of 750gns for a Gerald boar to Joe Henson from the Cotswold Farm Park.

Though the herd had been reduced by 75%, George was a formidable opponent in the show ring which we quickly discovered when we
commenced showing. At this time the Winterwood Princesses were winning most of the Championships with George succeeding with
boars. In 1987 George dispersed the Ribbesford herd with the exception of two sows and a new prefix ‘ Horsehill’ was registered. (ref
NPBA rules).

Ever the definitive host, any visit to Horsehill always included a 5 star meal and anecdotes. Unfortunately the majority of today’s
breeders will not have met the Styles but | suspect those of us who did will remember such ‘stories’ as ..... “ | had a little gilt”,
“Frampton Alicia”, “Uncle”, “Cecil, Solihull Primrose and a 5 bar gate”. There were many more.

George’s contribution to the GOS is without equal in modern times. Without his foresight, dedication and stubborn tenacity, | doubt if
we would have a breed today. At the funeral the GOSPBC was represented by Judith ,Richard and myself; certainly a day celebrating
with affection a unique character and life”.

George with Ribbesford
Sambo 50 aged 18
months.

Ribbesford pigs were used to produce both
pedigree and cross-bred litters
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Showing Wasn’t For Us by Mandy Garbutt

howing pigs wasn’t for us. That's what we had decided after trying in 2005. Maybe we were too ambitious in starting at a big

county show, maybe we didn’t do enough research at the time or understand show etiquette but we came away feeling de-
feated and unwanted by what appeared a very closed shop of pig keepers. With this experience behind us we decided to concentrate
on building our little herd and becoming more involved with the GOS club. We still did the occasional exhibition of pigs for our small-
holder’s group but showing was not on the agenda. But as ever you should never say never!

It all started when at a club committee meeting the subject of the lack of
GOS winning interbreeds at shows came up and the lack of new people
coming forward to show their pigs. About only 8% (probably not even that
now) of the Club membership show their GOS and numbers are declining.
People aren’t prepared to go showing for various reasons; making a fool of
themselves with an out of control pig, the costs involved, time off work is-
sues, logistics, lack of guidance and support; the list goes on. Would mem-
bers be interested in some showing workshops to try to encourage them. A
master class in showing was suggested and arranged. Over the next few
weeks we spoke to various show related persons encouraging and persuad-
ing us to go showing as if somebody must have decided we needed a gentle
push! First we’d see how the workshop went.

So the 25t April 2009 saw Paul and | off across the Pennines to Stephen ot | it "5
Booth’s at Lymm in Cheshire. Considering the amount of promotion the workshop was not as well attended as hoped, only four inter-
ested parties participated. In the end this was a good thing as you felt there was more opportunity for one to one brain picking of the
experts. Jenny Brett explained and demonstrated how to choose stock, whether for breeding or showing. We had a go at putting three
GOS gilts in order of preference with a sheet to note their good and bad points and it was very interesting to see that everyone includ-
ing the judges present did not always select the same pig. There was a practical demonstration of tattooing and Stephen notched a
litter of Saddlebacks to demonstrate both systems. Mandy, Stephen's daughter, gave a demonstration of washing a pig prior to going
to a show which the pig seemed to enjoy apart from the face washing! Later in the afternoon she also showed us how to train a pig to
walk properly in preparation for showing using a board and stick. Club President, Judith Sims, explained about what the show judge
looked for in the show ring not only at the presentation of the pigs but at the handler too. We had a good day and came away discuss-
ing the possibilities of having another go at showing and which of our pigs might be likely showstoppers!

In May | went to Newark & Notts County Show at the kind invitation of Stephen & Mandy to help show their gilts and get some actual
show experience. Judging started late morning so early on the pigs were escorted to the washing area to be scrubbed clean, and then
dusted with wood flour to dry them. A final brush would remove the flour. | was very nervous about taking the pigs through the throngs
of general public to the show rings (see why later) but with help from Mandy and Stephen | managed to get my pig to the ring. Our
three pigs wanted to be together all the time as they lived together at home. My stomach churned. Pigs circle the judge in a clockwise
manner, some pigs don’t know this! Mandy got third place and my pig got fifth. | was over the moon. Afterwards all the pigs had to be
given a drink when they returned to their pens. Mandy and Stephen were very kind and patient and | leant how much work goes into
showing your pigs. A lot of the work happens at home before you even go to a show. | enjoyed my day out and thank the Booths for
letting me help them.

At the start of 2009 we had no intention of showing our pigs so our three gilts (Dotty, Dolly and Polly) were destined for bacon. We

decided we would reprieve one of them to show. This would be a hard decision. A process of elimination was begun using the tech-

niques we had seen at the workshop. Polly had the fewest spots and was a squat, chunky pig with a nice temperament and a cute

little face. Polly won the reprieve. Then training began. Having spent the first five months of her life free range in the field, she wasn’t

too keen on learning and although they’re named they don’t know their names so first of all every time we went to feed her or visit her
= pen we would say her name and make a fuss of her. She decided that the

~4 stick was for chewing and took great pleasure in head butting the board.

We started off with short fifteen minute sessions just playing around her

A with the board and stick; these gradually built up to half an hour where she

" was coaxed to follow me around a makeshift show ring clockwise. After

deciding which of the local shows had pig classes we decided to take the

plunge and enter, just making the closing dates for the first three on the

calendar. It was time to move Polly to the isolation unit. You need an isola-

| tion unit if you are going to show so your pigs can move to and fro without

1 triggering a 20 day standstill. Your vet can sort this out for you. This would

now allow for three more weeks intensive training, three times a day, some-

times we just wandered together with the board and stick, others we me-

y ticulously paraded clockwise under tight control. We even had a practice

| going in the trailer and being bathed. Not only Polly had to be prepared for

the show but all the stuff we needed to take with us, it’s like planning a
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military expedition. “But its only one day” was exclaimed when |
showed Paul the list. A waterproof sheet to act as sunshade or rain
cover, two buckets for water and washing, feed and piggy treats
(apples in our case), white coat, stick and board, picnic hamper, deck-
chairs, kit box containing sponge, brush, damp flannel, baby oil, infor-
mation sheets, string, scissors, sun cream and movement licences.
Finally; as straw isn’t always provided as some of the smaller shows a
builder’s tonne bag full of straw. We don’t have small bales so this was
how we managed.

The evening before Rydale show we bathed Polly with gallons of warm
water carted from the garage by poor Paul and Johnson’s No More
Tears Baby Bath wash. We scrubbed her legs and feet with a brush
and her soft underbody with a softer brush. We kept the water away
from her face and ears. It was a warm evening so Polly seemed to
enjoy her bath right up to the moment | scrubbed her face with a damp
flannel. She was toweled off with three of the largest bath sheets | could find as we had been unable to get any wood flour. With a
little baby oil on some cotton wool the final touch was to wipe around the inside of her ears. She looked like a piggy princess!

The next morning we loaded up with our kit and Polly who after a coaxing with a few pig nuts went up the ramp of the trailer as she
had no breakfast as we didn’t want her to be travelsick. We arrived at the showground nice and early (9am) | felt so nervous, it didn’t
help when | spotted a show ring on the way in that was just rope and sticks! Paul told me to stop stressing and to go and find out
where we were to go. With a great sigh of relief | discovered that the pig pens actually enclosed an inner show ring especially for the
pigs as there had been an escape a couple of years previous by a Large Black pig; the other ring I'd seen was for collecting horses! We
got Polly in a pen cosy with some of the straw we had brought with us. More exhibitors started to arrive; and the nearest people to us
were newbie’s too showing GOS Countesses. We introduced ourselves, compared nerves and offered them some of our straw as they
hadn’t brought any. Half an hour to go | gave Polly a final brush and dabbed her black spots with baby oil to make them shiny and
glossy and donned my white coat, board and stick. | also wore my GOS club cap. You have to be as smart as your pig, it's a team ef-
fort. Polly looked the part but would she remember her training, we watched the other classes eager to pick up any last minute tips
and then before we knew it we were on.

Polly went into the ring sniffing cautiously and then broke out into a trot across
the ring. | don’t really remember much about the class as | was so busy keep-
ing Polly under control as she had taken a fancy to a Lop boar in a nearby pen!
Then to our utter astonishment we were suddenly being handed a rosette for
second place, we were flabbergasted. We hadn’t expected to get anything on
our first outing. . The Countesses got third. Polly got a big hug and an apple.
After making sure Polly had a drink we had a look around the show and spent
some time answering piggy questions from the public. One lady asked if it was
difficult getting Polly in the bath! | did not dispel this thought! At 4pm we were
allowed to leave. On arriving home Polly promptly plunged into her wallow
(she’s lucky our isolation unit has a big yard and bog hole attached to it!) and
after mucking out the trailer we sat down to a well-earned glass of wine. Our
first show a success and a thoroughly enjoyable experience compared to our
first outing.

One of the reasons | think | enjoyed showing at Rydale is down to security. At the smaller shows the pig rings are within or next to the
pens and when pigs are moved the general public is excluded to the outer edge of the pens. They still get a good view but pigs can be
moved safely and without fear of escape. This is the one aspect of showing at the big shows that has put me off showing my pigs.
Some of the big shows pigs are moved often through huge crowds of people without any help from the stewards who at some shows |
have been to stand around for the most part like they're on a jolly boys outing comparing funny ties seemingly their only function being
to announce the classes down the pig lines. They are nowhere to be seen when pigs are actually moved. Have they done a risk as-
sessment for this? So until a clear passage from pens to ring is made | don't think you will see me at those big shows.

A few days later saw us going through the same routine to go to Tockwith Show near Wetherby where in awful wet conditions we were
again awarded a blue rosette. A certain gentleman with a very nice Saddleback gilt keeps beating us! Just before Tockwith | got news
that | had secured a new job and was therefore unable to attend Thornton-le-Dale but look out next year! This meant we now had a
good gap until the next of our shows in September.

In the gap we decided to take Ruby (Polly’s mum) to the next shows to keep Polly company. Ruby nearly two years old didn’t mind
being guided by the stick but would become very aggressive if the board neared her face. We persevered. Penistone show soon crept
up on us and down the M1 we went. Both of the pigs were prepared as previously mentioned and looked radiant. We were first to
arrive and got the girls into their pens, Polly used to the routine, Ruby a little more vocal in need of her breakfast! The usual exhibitors
arrived and one new one with Berkshires. Ruby was in the sow class and unbelievably was good as gold, like an old pro in the ring and
to our utter amazement got a rosette for third place. We had only entered her for a bit of fun. Following this result we took in Polly for
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Showing Wasn’t For Us (Cont.)

the gilt class, she was well behaved right up to the moment
she decided to pee on the judge as he inspected her! She was
awarded a rosette for third place; the judge said she was a
little woolly. | explained she lived outdoors and was getting her
winter coat and apologised for her misdemeanor. No more
drinks before classes. Polly was then placed second in the
class for Prettiest Pig beaten only by a very large Saddleback
led around by a youngster. We then helped show a Berkshire
pig called Betty for the new chap, his pigs had come straight
out of the field no preparation whatsoever. Somehow | got a
rather grubby Betty around the ring where amazingly she was
awarded first place which meant she had to be shown again in
the Champion of Champion’s class. With help from John
Wreakes we brushed Betty down and then sponged her all
over with pig oil to make her glisten and her owner kindly
asked me to take her in the ring as | was more appropriately
attired (he was in shorts and t-shirt!), the judge noticed how .
much better she looked and was happy to make her reserve champion and breed champion. Her owner and | were thrilled to bits.
Incidentally Ruby got best GOS in show but since there was only her and Polly...... Well! They all count.

Nine days later Nidderdale show near Harrogate loomed, this would be only the second year they had pig classes. This time penned by
class; Very mixed classes! Ruby ended up in a pen next to 3 Mangalitzas owned by Janet Street-Porter who arrived complete with film
crew for the F-word. Ruby promptly tried to get through to fight them! Could you imagine the news headlines? Polly managed a third
again in a very cramped show ring (promised to be bigger next year) then Ruby went in up against JSF’'s Mangalitza’s. They beat her
for the third place rosette. Thankfully fellow GOS keeper Sarah Whitley won the class. Poor Ruby was gutted to be beaten by piggy
sheep! The film crew was always close at hand so you may see Ruby and me on the F-word over the winter.

We have had a lovely time and enjoyed the shows we have been to and would recommend all beginners start this way. Our tips are to
be prepared, not to get too stressed - easier said than done believe me! - have a 4x4 for getting off muddy show fields and an ever-
suffering helper around. Whether or not you will see us at the big county shows remains to be seen but we will certainly be around our
local circuit again and look forward to some of you joining us in 2010.

If you'd like to have a go at showing, do as Mandy did and pick out some of the smaller shows locally which are
often just one day in duration. In the Spring 2010 edition there will be a list of show contacts with dates etc.
Whilst the GOS breed is one of the most populous, there are relatively few herds showing which means that the
breed is poorly represented at many shows. The breed needs more of you to determine to change this and have
some fun to boot. Ed.

Is It A Record?

On page 7, you will see a photo of
Winterwood Princess 161 winning
the GOS Southern Championships.
Here she is three months later hav-
ing produced a litter of 16 live pigs!

Is this a record for a GOS gilt with
her first litter?
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FOR SALE

Paddy is 15 months old and a
proven good father. He is a very
sociable and relaxed pig.

Registered as Northdown Patrick 80

KJA80 and his details can be seen on
the BPA website. Patrick sire. Muriel
dam.

Please phone 01363 85115

Three gilts 5 months old

Star / Rufus breeding,£130 well han-
dled,shown succesfully, also weaner
gilts £40 and boars £30

Brecon, Wales Sue Cooke
07801 577072

Four Weaners for sale

all boars, currently 10 weeks old, birth
notified and will register. Staf-
fordshire. call Alison on 07918 677783
or email

alison.freeman @taftwharffarm.co.uk

Fancy showing or just owning a
traditionally bred Gilt from the well
known prolific prize winning Winter-
wood Herd? The oldest herd of GOS.

These well grown July born Winter-
wood Princess Gilts are 5 mths old.
Born and reared outside from litters of
15 born 14 reared and 14 born 12
reared.

Sisters to this year's

Three Counties Show - Supreme Cham-
pion and Southern Ch. Qualifier.

Rare Breeds Show - Supreme Cham-
pion.

Champion of Champions - Res. Cham-
pion (to a well proven sow)

Southern Championship Final - Win-
ner.

Email judithsims@btconnect.com or
Tel. Judith 07803-290577

Clevedon, Somerset.

FOR SALE

We have a number of stunning
weaners ready, all fed ad-lib so are

growing well, boars £45 and gilts £60.

Somerset/Devon border. Call Austin
01823 602939/07976 622458.

Two year old Dahlia sow. Has had
2 litters, producing 11 piglets each
time. Good temperament. Great
Mum. £250 ono.

We are based in North Devon, 45
mins from M5. Please ring for more
details. 01769 520560

She is not in pig as she only had her
last litter on 21st September. Her ear
tag number is TSK/3620. She is a
Dahlia x Sambo.

Kay and Mark Herbert

I have 10 weaners that are 13
weeks old and back up for sale due to
sale falling through. 5 of each sex.
Sow is Tennyson Star Antionette (she
was prize winning gilt at Hafield
show) and boar is Exfold Gerald.
Birth notified, tattooed and wormed.
Some are good enough to register.
Available immediately.

We are based in Hertfordshire.

For more details call Clare on 07879
694727 or email
Clare.Lund77@btinternet.com

Very well marked and grown
GOS boars available, ideal growers,
some very nice shoulders in there
passed on from sire definitely some
prospects for future breeding, Sire is
Theoak Patrick, dams are Paddock
Princess Joan born 1st and 3rd Octo-
ber respectively, £45 boars including
registration, all are birth notified, ear
tattooed and ready to go.

based near Belper/Ashbourne in Der-
byshire, please call Ed on 07974
197820 for further details

FOR SALE

Two gilts birth litter notified, eligible
for registration.

Dam Beckfield Princess Mary 125

Sire Alsa Sambo 587

Born 18/4/09 Well grown,nicely
marked.

Enquiries please to Lindsay Wright on
01673 828452 or e-mail

lindsay@beckfield.fsnet.co.uk.

GOS Weaners 2 gilts & 3 boars left
from a litter of 9 birth notified ready
28/11/09 £50 each . tel 01933 353139
Northants - Tony Fardon

Five good strong GOS weaners
available from 22nd Nov Nice strong
pigs - outdoor freerange bred from
sturdy stock. Rufus / Star.

Will be wormed prior to weaning.
Please call Simon or Amanda for price
and availability on 01763 209174 or
email anytime

simon@pigsinparcels.co.uk

My husband is selling some really
smart pig boards made from recy-
cled plastic - very environmentally
friendly and easy to hose down for
good biosecurity. They come in bright
colours and can even be personalised
with your own herd or farm name.
There is an outline of a pig cut out on
the board, and of course there is a
GOS. Ideal Xmas presents. Prices from
£29. Check out his website

www.greenfrogdesigns.co.uk

We are looking to purchase a
Rufus Boar - does anybody have one
for sale? we are located near Lampeter
in Wales.

Martin
Tryal Farm

martin.baldwin @tryalfarm.co.uk

whisky and wines @

You’ve got the meat now get the drink!

What better accompaniment to a prime bit of GOS meat could there be than this

Finest Pig’s Nose whisky? This is just one whisky from our range of over 500.

If you’re looking for a comprehensive range of single malts, vatted malts, other

spirits and wines then look no further.
Arkwrights, 114 The Dormers, Highworth, Wiltshire SN6 7PE

Phone: (01793) 765071

Or buy online at: www.whiskyandwines.com

Visit us at:

]




Gloucestershire Old Spots
Pig Breeders’ Club

Freepost (GL442)
Cirencester
Gloucestershire, GL7 5BR

Phone: 01285 860229
Fax: 01285 860229
E-mail: mail@oldspots.org.uk

We’re on the web—

www.oldspots.org.uk

GOSPEUAFsGHTsNGIEUND)

In our effort to maintain the
integrity of genuine pork from
pedigree Gloucestershire Old
Spots, we are undertaking
considerable work to protect
the real thing for the benefit of
breeders everywhere. In re-
sponse to this appeal please
send any donation to GOSPBC
clo Mr S Booth, Broadoak
Farm, Chapel Lane, Warbur-
ton, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13
aTY.

All donors will be acknowl-
edged in SPOT PRESS.

SPOT PRESS

The Winter edition will be published in
February and we invite contributions
and suggestions as to what you would
like to be included.

Edited by Richard Lutwyche

We thank all those contributors listed
within these pages.

© GOSPBC & Richard Lutwyche

TAILPIECE...
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Happy Christmas to all GOSPBC
Members
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Included with this edition is a questionnaire which please take a few minutes to complete and
return. Getting this back from a high proportion of our members means that we will have a better
idea of your needs in terms of member benefits and items in Spot Press and on the website. As
always, there is a Freepost address so you don’t even need a stamp.

YT

Membership Survey

Many thanks for your co-operation.

Al & Boars At Stud Register

Remember that Al is always available through Deerpark Pigs in Northern Ireland who have a selec-
tion of pedigree GOS boars to choose from. Semen, catheters and instructions (if requested) will
be sent out by next day delivery so all you need do is pick up the phone and contact them on 028
7938 6287 once your gilt or sow shows the first signs of coming into heat.

For those who prefer the real thing, a reminder that the Club maintains a Register of Boars at Stud
on the website and a number of boars are listed there by region. If you are interested in using one
of these boars, contact the breeder direct.

If you have a boar available and you either accept visiting sows or he travels to local farms for
matings, remember to add his details to the Register. You can download a form online and send it
to the Secretary or phone and request that a form be sent out to you. Only Members’ pigs will be
included and there is no
charge for this service.

The photo is of Foston
Sambo 21 who, having .
won the GOS Champion
of Champions award,
went on to take the
British record for the top i
price paid for a pig -
4,000gns or £4,200.



