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Ethical Behaviour at Shows by Frank Miller, British Lop Pig Society
Newcomers to pig showing, and even some more experienced exhibitors, seem to be unaware of
the ethics involved in showing, and the time is probably right to offer a little advice on behaviour.
Judges
One of the greatest problems is that pig exhibitors are a fairly close, friendly group. One might therefore forget that your mate, who is
currently the judge, could be compromised by being seen to be over friendly with you shortly before the show. Can you imagine the
comments that might be passed if, half an hour before you and your pigs appeared before the judge, you were seen having a quiet
drink with him/her, and you subsequently won? This could be made even worse if your pig had faults which everyone but the judge
could see.
A sensible judge would avoid meeting with or talking to any exhibitor for the few days before the show. He or she would avoid the pig
lines until a few minutes before classes start, when the steward would direct him/her into the ring without any opportunity to observe
any pigs. The judge will then be seen to make his/her decisions only on how the pig performs on the day, in the ring. He/she will no
doubt greet you when you appear in the ring, but you should not engage in any conversation save only to answer the questions that
he/she might pose, such as how old the pig is and when it is due to farrow. The judge will not have seen the catalogue for the show,
and some judges might ask the ring steward for the date of birth, rather than you
directly.
If the pig that you are showing has been bred by the judge then it is imperative
that you draw this to the attention of the ring steward before the classes start.
Under these circumstances the judge will make his/her decisions about the order
of the other pigs, without looking at yours, and then the ring steward will ask
another judge to enter the ring and to place the pig of the judge’s breeding in
relation to the other pigs. This is designed to ensure that everything is above
board and is seen to be so.

Walk by the pig’s left shoulder with the board in
your left hand and the stick on the right side of the
pig, so that you are controlling it between the two.
Go round the ring in a clockwise direction, so that
the judge can see the pig without the board between it and him/her.

After making the awards the judge may come to you to tell you how your pig
failed, in his/her opinion, which is usually good, impartial criticism and therefore
useful. Even if you disagree with this criticism, and can see even worse faults in
the other pigs present, you must not argue with the judge, but bite your tongue
and listen carefully – you may actually learn something, even if it is what faults
that judge considers important, a useful knowledge for next time you appear
before him/her.

After all the judging is over it is usual for the champion to offer the judge a drink, either in the bar or from the secret supply in your
show box. The other exhibitors in your classes would normally expect to be invited too, which avoids any suggestion that you are
paying your debts to the judge!
Your pig
No matter how good or poor your pig is it is important that it appears in the
ring in a clean and ‘cared for’ condition. If you have washed your pig earlier and covered it with wood flour, then it is usually sufficient to brush out
the wood flour completely, which will remove any dirt that has smeared the
pig since washing. However, if this doesn’t work then you should be prepared to sponge-off the dirt before bringing the pig before the judge. The
judge will be an experienced exhibitor in his/her own right and will be tolerant of any dirt picked up getting to, or in, the ring.

Your pig must be completely under your control at all times and must not
present a risk to you, other exhibitors, their pigs or the general public. This
...but you should not engage in any conversation save
comes down to training before the show rather than expecting the pig to
only to answer the questions that he/she might pose,
learn at the show. Again tolerance towards January born pigs will be exersuch as how old the pig is and when it is due to farrow.
cised, but you should be constantly watching for risky situations.
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Ethical Behaviour at Shows by Frank Miller, BLPS (cont).
Yourself
Just as your pig should be clean and tidy on entering the ring, so should you. You should be washed and shaved/made up as appropriate. Your white coat should be clean. Gentlemen should be wearing a clean shirt and tie and pressed slacks beneath their white
coat. Ladies should also dress appropriately to their own choice. Both sexes should be wearing sensible shoes.
Your board and stick should be clean. They should not identify your herd or
yourself (even though the judge probably knows already). Boards advertising a
sponsor are acceptable, although some shows insist that it is only their sponsor
who can advertise. A favourite trick in the past was to go into a class that Barclays Bank was sponsoring carrying a Nat West board and stick, which meant
that Barclays immediately gave you a new board and stick, but those days have
sadly gone and boards and sticks are becoming hard to find. If you make your
own, why not emblazon it with “Gloucestershire Old Spots Pigs” as a form of
advertising to the general public?
While in the ring watch your pig and the judge constantly. The former so that
you are ready for misbehaviour, the latter so that you are aware of what he
While in the ring watch your pig and the judge
wants you to do. Walk by the pig’s left shoulder with the board in your left hand
constantly.
and the stick on the right side of the pig, so that you are controlling it between
the two. Go round the ring in a clockwise direction, so that the judge can see
the pig without the board between it and him/her. The judge will ask you to stand the pig while teats and feet are inspected on both
sides, and then to walk the pig towards him/her and away. He/she will then pass on to the next pig and you should continue to
circulate the ring clockwise, constantly watching the judge. If you keep walking and watching you will not have time to engage in
conversation with ringside observers or other exhibitors!
Finally
Always remember to clap and congratulate the winners, no matter how disappointed or ‘robbed’ you have been. Always thank the judge at the end of the show.
Judging is hard work and thankless, for you will inevitably ‘upset’ someone when
you are judging, and a few words of appreciation go a long way. Who knows, he/
she might remember you next time as being a good sport and this could help to
sway his/her decisions about your pigs next time!

Your white coat should be clean. Gentlemen
should be wearing a clean shirt and tie and
pressed slacks beneath their white coat.

Always remember to clap and congratulate the winners, no matter how disappointed or ‘robbed’ you have been.
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