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Chairmans Annual Report
2021 was the year we lost Club Founder Richard Lutwyche after a short battle with cancer. It cannot be expressed in these few words the contribution Richard made to the Gloucestershire Old Spot breed except to say his knowledge and wisdom will be sorely missed along with the professional and gentlemanly manner in which he conducted himself in the service of the Club as both Secretary and latterly Chairman. 
As the Covid pandemic continued through into 2021 Club in person activities remained on hold. Committee meetings have all been held using the Zoom portal the plus side that it has meant better attendance from committee members give or take a few technical glitches and for the first time in a lot of years we have a full complement of committee members. 
Mike Smith stood down in Spring from the GOS BPA rep post and Judith Sims has been sadly ill for most of 2021 so Sharon Barnfield has been acting as stand in rep and we thank her for stepping into the breach and conducting our breed survey alongside Oliver Lightfoot.  
Mandy has continued to send out the monthly catch up emails with all the latest news and has continued to produce Spot Press which celebrated its 30th birthday. Our website is still well used and our social media accounts are very active including our new Instagram account set up by new committee member Lolly Bell-Tye. 
Through 2021 the Club remained active and brought in new initiatives such as the Gene Distribution Diesel Fund to help with costs in distributing the rarer of our lines across the UK and the Breeder Packs for new entrants to GOS keeping, we have also highlighted those sow and boar lines needing help, use of the BPA Check-a-mate system, work also continues with the Campaign for Small Abattoirs and The Protected Food Names Council (formerly TSG) and there has been some super publicity for the breed in the Farmers Guardian, Practical Pig, Country Living Magazine and The Yorkshire Post. 
Four Club members celebrated 25yrs as BPA breeders; Jonathan Crump, Joyce Spackman, Guy Kiddy and Sharon Barnfield. Congratulations to them all. 
Some shows did go ahead later in the year but no Club championships were able to be held. We hope for a better 2022.  
Looking at membership numbers we must continue to try to rebuild our membership base which isn’t easy given the pressures on livestock keepers’ finances at the present time with increasing feed and fuel prices. We have decided to spend some of the Clubs money on some new banners to promote the Club and breed so please remember to talk up the benefits of belonging to the Club including our website and newsletter which are both full of useful information for all pig keepers. 
Teresa Cook Chairman GOSPBC
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