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It is  the 80It is  the 80It is  the 80It is  the 80thththth    anniversary of the start of World War Two. anniversary of the start of World War Two. anniversary of the start of World War Two. anniversary of the start of World War Two.     Britain Britain Britain Britain 

declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939, following Nazi declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939, following Nazi declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939, following Nazi declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939, following Nazi 

Germany’s invasion of Poland on 1 September.Germany’s invasion of Poland on 1 September.Germany’s invasion of Poland on 1 September.Germany’s invasion of Poland on 1 September.     This is how is the  This is how is the  This is how is the  This is how is the 

front page of the front page of the front page of the front page of the 

Gloucester Citizen Gloucester Citizen Gloucester Citizen Gloucester Citizen 

special editionspecial editionspecial editionspecial edition.  By the 

time the war broke out 

in September 1939 

the British 

government had 

already been planning 

the distribution of 

food in wartime. In 

1936, as war clouds 

gathered over Europe 

for the second time in 

twenty years, the 

government set up the 

Food (Defence Plans) 

Department. It began 

by stockpiling sugar 

and wheat, while 

making preparations 

for a national 

rationing scheme. 

As a heavily populated but geographically small island, Britain, then 
as now, consumed far more food than it could produce: for 
instance, we produced only 20 per cent of the bacon we ate, the 
bulk of the rest coming from Denmark, Eire, Canada and the Baltic 
states.  Pigs were fed on expensive imported meal which could 
better feed more people and dairy cows so after much deliberation 
hard choices were taken to concentrate on dairy cattle so pig 
numbers fell rapidly and substantially, but as countries in Europe 
fell under the jack boot of Nazi Germany it became clear this 
decline needed to be mitigated  and pigs became a important part 
of feeding Britain at war…………….see inside for more. P12-20 

Pigs Go to War  

GOSPBC  

Butchery Workshop—

October 13th See 

inside for details 

Membership 

Renewal—Due 31st 

October  

Christmas Spot Press 

deadline—29th 
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Club News  

Refurbished WebsiteRefurbished WebsiteRefurbished WebsiteRefurbished Website    

Thanks to Club member Robin Wilson of Oakland Pigs we now have a new look website in a striking 

burgundy trim. Hopefully you will find it easier to navigate and able to find all the information you need 

about GOS pigs. If you have any ideas or suggestions to make it better or are experiencing any 

difficulties using it please do let us know  at mail@gospbc.co.uk 

The Furber family from Shropshire featured on the BBC One Show beamed live to millions 

from The Royal Welsh Show in July. Mikey & Margaret were both interviewed by Matt Baker, 

Mikey choosing his OSB to show whilst Margaret took in her GOS gilt. Well done Team 

Furber.  
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All subscriptions are valid until 31st October 2019All subscriptions are valid until 31st October 2019All subscriptions are valid until 31st October 2019All subscriptions are valid until 31st October 2019. You will need to renew . You will need to renew . You will need to renew . You will need to renew 

your membership after that date. And remember your membership after that date. And remember your membership after that date. And remember your membership after that date. And remember you have only 30 days to you have only 30 days to you have only 30 days to you have only 30 days to 

renew.renew.renew.renew.    

Its easy, there are lots of ways to pay but setting up a standing order or by 

internet banking is the preferred method. 

If you renew by standing order standing order standing order standing order you don’t need to do anything. Please check on your bank statement 

that the correct amount has been paid for your membership category (full details on website) and make 

any necessary changes. If you would like a standing order form please ask mail@gospbc.co.uk mail@gospbc.co.uk mail@gospbc.co.uk mail@gospbc.co.uk or 

download from website 

You can pay us by internet banking  internet banking  internet banking  internet banking  using sort code 40sort code 40sort code 40sort code 40----17171717----25 Ac 81164406  25 Ac 81164406  25 Ac 81164406  25 Ac 81164406  please reference your 

payment with the name in which your membership is held. Eg GOS Subs Jones You can also set up a 

standing order on your internet bank site.  

If you pay by by cheque cheque cheque cheque you can send one to GOS Treasurer c/o Mrs J Smith, 19 Heal Close, BurnhamGOS Treasurer c/o Mrs J Smith, 19 Heal Close, BurnhamGOS Treasurer c/o Mrs J Smith, 19 Heal Close, BurnhamGOS Treasurer c/o Mrs J Smith, 19 Heal Close, Burnham----

onononon----Sea, SomersetSea, SomersetSea, SomersetSea, Somerset (please mark your envelope ‘renewal’ and make your cheque to GOSPBC)  

You can pay by paypal by using account gostreasurerr@hotmail.com paypal by using account gostreasurerr@hotmail.com paypal by using account gostreasurerr@hotmail.com paypal by using account gostreasurerr@hotmail.com please reference your payment 

Subs and your name  

If you are changing your member category (details on website) please inform the club by email or post 

to avoid any confusion. Also please advise any address, telephone, email etc changes so we can keep 

our records up to date and keep you informed about the club and its activities. If you have any queries 

please contact Club Membership Secretary Mike Smith.     

Whichever method you use please don’t delay..Remember If your membership remains unpaid by the Whichever method you use please don’t delay..Remember If your membership remains unpaid by the Whichever method you use please don’t delay..Remember If your membership remains unpaid by the Whichever method you use please don’t delay..Remember If your membership remains unpaid by the 

30th November 201730th November 201730th November 201730th November 2017 it will be considered lapsed and you will be removed from the membership list  it will be considered lapsed and you will be removed from the membership list  it will be considered lapsed and you will be removed from the membership list  it will be considered lapsed and you will be removed from the membership list 

and will not be entitled to any further benefits from the club. and will not be entitled to any further benefits from the club. and will not be entitled to any further benefits from the club. and will not be entitled to any further benefits from the club.     

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you     

Club Noticeboard  

Privacy & Data Protection 

When you join the GOSPBC you provide us with your contact details so that we can keep you informed 

of events, activities and occurrences which may be of interest to you, and of course to send you Spot 

Press. 

At the GOSPBC we take your privacy seriously and will only use your personal information to administer 

your membership and to provide products and services as requested from us. These details will be 

kept on a password protected computer system. We rely on you to inform us of any changes to the 

details you have given us. 

Right to Erasure (to be forgotten) Right to Erasure (to be forgotten) Right to Erasure (to be forgotten) Right to Erasure (to be forgotten) You have the right to request we erase your details. This will happen 

as a matter of course, when you tell us you have decided for whatever reason to cease your 

membership of the GOSPBC or you do not renew following a reminder to do so. You may of course re-

join at any time in the future but will be required to complete a new application form.  

Membership Renewal Time 
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More information about entering the UK Sausage Week 

competition will be published in due course. For more 

information go to www.uksausageweek.com 

 

 

GOSPBC Butchery Workshop 

To be held on Sunday 13 October By kind invitation of Messrs Ruby, Merrywood Farm, Chertsey, 
Surrey 
Coffee at 10:30am for start 11am 
Covering:- Getting started and Butchering the pig Lunch 1pm followed by sausage making. 

£10 per head for Club members £15 others - Light lunch will be provided. 

Apply to Secretary to book as places will be limited.  Email mail@gospbc.co.uk 

AHDB Small Scale Producer Meetings 

BerkshireBerkshireBerkshireBerkshire        

8 October: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, M4 J13, Chieveley Services RG20 8XY  

LancashireLancashireLancashireLancashire    

9 October: Myerscough College, Preston PR3 0RY  

North YorkshireNorth YorkshireNorth YorkshireNorth Yorkshire    

10 October: Holiday Inn, A1 Scotch Corner, Darlington, DL10 6NR  

The meetings will all start at 7:00pm, with food available at 6:30pm for those who can make 

it. For any queries, contact: Naiya.Khatri@ahdb.org.uk or 01904 771212.    

Winter Fair Dates 

Royal Welsh Winter FairRoyal Welsh Winter FairRoyal Welsh Winter FairRoyal Welsh Winter Fair—25th & 26th Nov 2019  See www.rwas.wales/winter-fair 

East of England Showground Winter Stock Festival East of England Showground Winter Stock Festival East of England Showground Winter Stock Festival East of England Showground Winter Stock Festival 29th & 30th November 2019                    

See www.winterstockfestival.co.uk 

    

Dates for Your DiaryDates for Your DiaryDates for Your DiaryDates for Your Diary    

 

 

York Auction Centre 33rd Autumn Rare Breeds Show & Sale  

Saturday 12th October 2019 

 For more information: 01904 489731 



Superior Tattooing Equipment 
You shou ld on ly need to buy one tattoo ing k it  in  

your l i fet ime so make sure it ’ s  good qua l i ty .  You 

wi l l  f ind cheaper equ ipment but  one of  the th ings  

that  exerc ises  estab l i shed breeders  i s  the  poor  

qua l ity  of  many tattoos  in  p ig ’ s  ears  that  become    

i l leg ib le in  a short  

space of  t ime.  

Part  of  the prob lem is  

techn ique but  the 

b iggest  fa i l ing  is  the 

equ ipment ava i lab le  

in  the UK wh ich i s  why 

the C lub have been inst rumenta l  in  import ing  f rom 

Canada spec ia l  p l iers  that  take 14mm h igh  

characters  wh ich are ch i se l  po int  in stead of  need le 

po int .   

Such  numbers  car ry more ink through the p ig ’ s  ear 

wh ich,  coup led with the larger s ize,  means that  

there’ s  a  much better  chance of  the ear number  

be ing leg ib le throughout  the p ig ’ s  l i f e .  Remember 

these  are not  on ly su itab le  for  GOS but  Large 

White,  Tamworth,  Midd le White,  Welsh ,  Br it ish  Lop,  

Oxford Sandy & Black,  P ietra in,  Landrace et c.  

 

Order  detai ls  can be f ound on the Club’s  Shop on 

the website and you can order pay ing by credi t /

debit  card via  PayPal .  

Pl iers  £72.95 -  Numbers  £42.95/set  +  £4.50p&p 

 

 

 Nos. in sets 0—9 

1 set will do nos 1-10    

2 sets 11-110                

3 sets 111-1110          

4 sets 1111-9999 

AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 
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Pig Show News  

New Boss at Defra 

Theresa Villiers takes over 

from Michael Gove as 

Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs. She is the 

sixth occupier of this role 

since 2010.  Working alongside her as a 

minister at Defra after quitting the 

department earlier this year 

over Brexit concerns will be 

George Eustice brother of 

Giles Eustice renowned 

breeder of  Lops.  

Edenbridge & Oxted 

show 

1st   GOS breed champion 

and best GOS in show ... 

Trewint Princess Freda 6  

Congratulations 

(Photo left) 

Well done 

Buttsfarm 

Josephine at The 

Royal Berkshire 

Show. Qualifing for 

GOSPBC 

Champion of 

Champions at 

Malvern.  (Right) 

 

 

 

 

Also at Royal Berkshire the GOSPBC Southern 

Championship was won by Winterwood Princess Freda 

27 (Photo above) 

Westmorland Show—

Fowgill Countess 290 

1st in Spetember Gilt 

Class and GOS Breed 

Champion.   

(Photo left) 

Thanks to everyone Thanks to everyone Thanks to everyone Thanks to everyone 

for use of photos. for use of photos. for use of photos. for use of photos.     
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Show News  

Empty Pig Rings at GYS for 2019 

Some of you will have heard about pig classes 

being cancelled at the Great Yorkshire Show this 

year. This was due to a GOS pig being taken ill at 

the Royal Norfolk  10—12 days earlier with 

suspected swine dysentery. The GYS has to make 

the call because the pigs test results were not due 

back until after the start of the show on the 9th 

July. Thankfully the test results were unanimously 

negative for swine dysentery and the Norfolk 

shows vet initial diagnosis of a combination of 

heat stress and change of feed was thought to be 

correct.  (photo left only pig at GYS!) 

Sadly this has had a knock on effect on local shows in the northern region 

with shows cancelling pig classes on veterinary advice after SD was found in 

a commercial herd at Tockwith near Wetherby. There were 18 cases of SD 

in 2018 no pig classes were cancelled so unfortunately the publicity given 

to SD by the GYS cancellation has led to a lot of scaremongering and knee 

jerk reaction amongst show committees and their vets losing pig keepers 

their valuable and vital shop window for 2019.  Only one local show chose 

to allow pigs which was Egton Show on the North Yorks Moors near Whitby , 

which was reported in local papers The Northern Echo and The Darlington & 

Stockton Times.  See  article right.  

More Pig Show News 

GOS pigs were out far and wide across the South of the UK.  

L-R Kevin Sprigg & Bramley of the KIlcot Herd at South Glos Show,  Mike Smiths Cosscoombe Gos at 

Mid Devon, Alfie Dallaway of the Trewint herd at Singleton Rare Breeds 
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Show News  
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The 2019 National Young Stars took place at The Three Counties Showground, Malvern 20021 August 

Once again the Club sponsored a team ‘ Spotty Trotters’.  Unfortunately two of the team dropped out at 

the last minute leaving remaining member Oliver Lightfoot needing to find two replacements in a very 

short time. Thankfully Joanne Cart and Imogen Voelcker stepped into the breach.  

Despite a very successful sausage making round 

gaining a score of 74/75 the Spotty Trotters could only manage a 5th place this year. Congratlations to 

the winners Massey Divas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Young Stars 
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National Young Stars 

Other Club members taking part included Mikey and 

Margaret Furber helped by Robert Lang in the Mini 

Trotters team sponsored by Wales & Borders Pig 

Breeders Association in sixth place.  

Fellow Club member Connie Dallaway was in the Black 

Ops Team sponsored by Heygates Feeds and finished 

in third place. Well done Connie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to Young Stars Club members also went 

to Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace as part of the 

BPA Junior Pig Club  team and made a mammoth 

amount of sausages.  

 

 

Alfie & Connie Dallaway seen with Countryfile 

presenter and Club Member Adam Henson.  

Thanks to Debbie Dallaway and Jonathan Frurber Thanks to Debbie Dallaway and Jonathan Frurber Thanks to Debbie Dallaway and Jonathan Frurber Thanks to Debbie Dallaway and Jonathan Frurber 

for photographs. for photographs. for photographs. for photographs.     
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The family who owned the farm before we came here had been mainly involved in 

small-scale intensive pig breeding. The range of buildings and runs had been 

carefully designed to both work efficiently and be entirely pig proof, furnished with 

top quality drinkers supplied with mains water and electrical points in every sty.  

The outbreak of Foot & Mouth Disease in 2001 hit the previous owners hard. The 

farm was geared for a throughput of Large White pigs: core breeding stock, 

weaners and growers. The shutdown due to F&M meant the weaners became 

growers and the growers became breeding size but with nowhere to go. The boars 

started fighting, vet and feed bills still had to be paid and many hours each week 

were spent in moving muck around to make room for more muck. 

The farmer and his family eventually had no choice but to have 200 perfectly 

healthy pigs culled on animal welfare grounds. We had always been interested in 

native rare breeds and as we stocked the farm with rare and traditional breeds of 

sheep, pigs and poultry this story stayed with us and strengthened our resolve to do 

what we could to help. 

Our acquisition of an in-pig Princess Freda sow (a bloodline then down to single 

numbers) and registration and sale of breeding quality gilts to spread the line 

around the UK to keep it safe in the event of another disease outbreak, enabled us 

to feel we could do something, however small, to conserve native breeds. The line 

is now up to fairly healthy double figures and our pig buildings require more than 

just repairs to keep them going, so we have depopulated the pig herd and sold off 

all the breeding stock. Refurbishing pig buildings is not a project to be attempted 

with the pigs still in situ! 

Our interest in native breeds continues unabated and we have a couple of Middle 

White boar weaners booked to occupy a new(ish) sty in October. We shall see how 

we get along with that breed, presently in a more vulnerable state overall than the 

GOS. Temperament will be key as we’ve tried Saddlebacks (which we found 

standoffish) and OSB’s (very noisy) so we may well return to breed whatever is 

then the most vulnerable GOS female line in the future. 

Gillian Herbert  

Hareley Herd of Gloucestershire Old 

Spots Pigs 

Eds Note:  Many thanks to Gillian for her news, we 

wish you a successful pig restoration project and 

look forward to welcoming you back to GOS in the 

future.     

Goodbye, GOS—For Now 
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Campaign News  
 We have been extremely busy these past few months to both promote the importance of local abattoirs and 

work towards solutions to some of the problems they face. We’d like to give you an update and, hopefully, 
some assurance that things are heading in the right direction. 
   
All-Party Group on Animal Welfare 
We are very grateful to all who submitted a response to the inquiry launched by the All-Party Group on 
Animal Welfare. Evidence sessions have now taken place, and have included contributions from members 
of our campaign group, including SFT Policy Advisor Bob Kennard, President of National Craft Butchers 
John Mettrick, Chief Executive of the British Meat Processors Association Nick Allen and Peter Grieg of 
Piper’s Farm. A written report will be produced for the Autumn. 
  
Work with Defra and the FSA 
We welcomed the positive comments made by former Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Michael Gove which recognised the importance of small abattoirs. We are now part of a working 
group established by Defra and including members of our campaign group, the FSA and others. The group 
is taking forward a joint action plan, which includes looking at opportunities to reduce the burden on small 
abattoirs in terms of managing disposal of animal by-products. The FSA is working with industry to look at 
ways of using existing flexibilities in the regulation without compromising on public health or animal health 
and welfare. Better understanding of the regulations, particularly amongst inspectors, is also being 
encouraged through the production of a guidebook and further training. 
  
Agriculture Bill 
We are grateful to all who supported Amendment 49 to the Agriculture Bill, as tabled by Ruth George MP, 
which would see small abattoirs considered as a public good and therefore eligible for public funding 
support. The Agriculture Bill has been delayed due to the situation with Brexit, but it is still very much worth 
writing to your MP and raising these issues with them.  
  
Meat miles 
We are currently conducting some research into supermarket supply chain meat miles. The objective is to 
survey all the main UK supermarkets to better understand the logistics of their meat supply chains, 
particularly regards the food miles involved from farm of origin to slaughter. We will be publishing our 
findings on this in the Autumn. 
 
Meeting at Dumfries House 
In June we joined a meeting at Dumfries House convened by the Prince's Countryside Fund. This was a 
round table event attended by the Prince of Wales and bringing together stakeholders working across the 
supply chain to look at the opportunities and challenges facing smaller abattoirs in Scotland. 
 
Mobile abattoirs 
Plans to trial a mobile abattoir on a farm in Gloucestershire are underway and an application to the Food 
Standards Agency will be made in October, with a view to the first on farm slaughter to be taking place in 
March 2020. We are hopeful this may prove to be a solution for some areas where there are no small 
abattoirs currently providing a service. 
  
What you can do 
We hugely appreciate all of the support you have given, and continue to give, the campaign. We welcome 
anything you can do, big or small, to help us raise awareness and encourage policy makers to take the 
necessary action. Don’t forget to write to your MP. Thank you. 

Best wishes,  
Megan Perry 

Sustainable Food Trust 
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Pigs At WarPigs At WarPigs At WarPigs At War    

Wartime Pig FarmingWartime Pig FarmingWartime Pig FarmingWartime Pig Farming    

“Pig and Poultry producers are accordingly advised to “Pig and Poultry producers are accordingly advised to “Pig and Poultry producers are accordingly advised to “Pig and Poultry producers are accordingly advised to 

plan their production programmes for the next twelve plan their production programmes for the next twelve plan their production programmes for the next twelve plan their production programmes for the next twelve 

months on the basis that the proportion of their months on the basis that the proportion of their months on the basis that the proportion of their months on the basis that the proportion of their 

feeding stuffs derived from imports will be reduced by feeding stuffs derived from imports will be reduced by feeding stuffs derived from imports will be reduced by feeding stuffs derived from imports will be reduced by 

at least oneat least oneat least oneat least one----third as compared with the normal prethird as compared with the normal prethird as compared with the normal prethird as compared with the normal pre----war war war war 

quantities”.  quantities”.  quantities”.  quantities”.  Such was the announcement made by the 

government in 1939 when heavy demands on 

available shipping had to be concentrated on carrying 

munitions, men and essential war materials reducing 

the large quantities of imported barley and maize 

coming in for animal feeds which pig producers were heavily dependent on. Not only would feedstuffs 

be short but so too labour with women recruited to form the Women’s Land Army (recruits above 

learning about pigs) to fill the gap by men leaving to serve in the armed forces.  

From the ‘Blythe’ column November 1939 Farmer & StockFrom the ‘Blythe’ column November 1939 Farmer & StockFrom the ‘Blythe’ column November 1939 Farmer & StockFrom the ‘Blythe’ column November 1939 Farmer & Stock----

BreederBreederBreederBreeder    

“Twelve weeks ago we were at peace, or shall I say there was a 

possibility of the appeasement policy proving successful………War 

came, bringing with it changes in the planned programme, 

increasing costs in production, a demand for more ploughed land, 

in fact, apparently the adoption of a plan for greater self-

sufficiency………The bald facts face us: we who feed pigs and 

poultry must do so on a third less of imported foodstuffs. The 

alternative to disposing of one of every three head of these stocks 

is to delay maturity of bacon pigs by six to eight weeks……My 

advice is to hang on to what we have and make do the best we 

can. I am of course referring to those of us with mixed farms. Pig 

and poultry producers on an intensive scale are in a different 

position. They have my sincere sympathy. I am not among those 

who now find no use for them. Those who do so have little 

patriotism and are lacking in consideration; for many of the 

specialists carrying on intensively on a small acreage started after the last war on their 

gratuities…….after far too liberal use of cheap imported feedstuffs, we now have to face the fact that 

our main source of supply is what we can grow ourselves” 

A range of fodder crops was used to make commercial pig feeds and fed direct to supplement them but 

acreage for fodder crops was under enormous pressure to produce food for people. Some farms were 

lucky enough in the autumn months to be able to access ‘pannage’ and turned their pigs out into 

woods and fields to make the most of acorns, beech mast, chesnuts and hazelnuts. The best substitute 

for cereal was potatoes; 4lb boiled potatoes could equal 1lb of cereal. It was deemed that 40% by 

measure of a daily mash for pigs could be made up with boiled potatoes, the balance being made up of 

a mixture of official ration of meal made from fish meal, meat meal, blood meal and oil cake. Cereal 

‘offals’ eg bran, and oats which Britain was practically self-sufficient in were often used to replace 

expensive wheat, barley and maize. As farmers looked for ways to replace the imported meals letters to 

farming magazines appeared…………...see next page 
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From Replies to Enquiries Page From Replies to Enquiries Page From Replies to Enquiries Page From Replies to Enquiries Page ---- November 1939 Farmer & Stock November 1939 Farmer & Stock November 1939 Farmer & Stock November 1939 Farmer & Stock----BreederBreederBreederBreeder    

Cheapening a Pig MixtureCheapening a Pig MixtureCheapening a Pig MixtureCheapening a Pig Mixture    

Q. I can purchase at 7s9d a cwt of pig meal containingQ. I can purchase at 7s9d a cwt of pig meal containingQ. I can purchase at 7s9d a cwt of pig meal containingQ. I can purchase at 7s9d a cwt of pig meal containing    

 wheat, barley, weatings, and treacle meal, and I should  wheat, barley, weatings, and treacle meal, and I should  wheat, barley, weatings, and treacle meal, and I should  wheat, barley, weatings, and treacle meal, and I should     

like to cheapen it for my breeding sows by the additionlike to cheapen it for my breeding sows by the additionlike to cheapen it for my breeding sows by the additionlike to cheapen it for my breeding sows by the addition    

 of potatoes and beet pulp. I add 10% of meat and  of potatoes and beet pulp. I add 10% of meat and  of potatoes and beet pulp. I add 10% of meat and  of potatoes and beet pulp. I add 10% of meat and     

bone meal to the meal. bone meal to the meal. bone meal to the meal. bone meal to the meal. –––– RF Lancs RF Lancs RF Lancs RF Lancs    

Reply: Make a dry mixture consisting of 4 parts of your present pig meal, 2 parts of dry suage beet pup 

and 1 part of meat and bone meal. Boil the potatoes and throw away the water. The final ration of the 

sows is obtained by addin to the dry meal rather less than an equal weight of boiled potatoes. Water 

may be added as required with the object of making a suitable slop. –––– HRD HRD HRD HRD    

Feeding Value of AcornsFeeding Value of AcornsFeeding Value of AcornsFeeding Value of Acorns    

Q: Please give me the balanced ration including acorns Q: Please give me the balanced ration including acorns Q: Please give me the balanced ration including acorns Q: Please give me the balanced ration including acorns 

and potatoes which would do for inand potatoes which would do for inand potatoes which would do for inand potatoes which would do for in----pig sows or for pig sows or for pig sows or for pig sows or for 

weaners weaners weaners weaners –––– JSN Norfolk JSN Norfolk JSN Norfolk JSN Norfolk    

A: The feeding value of acorns is rather more than half 

that of maize. They may be taken by feeding pigs in 

considerable quantities up to almost 2lb per day, but it 

is not advisable to feed them to in-pig sows or weaners. 

In excessive quantities they may cause acorn poisoning. 

As they have a water content of 50% they should be 

stored in thin layers to prevent them going mouldy. 

Acorns should not be fed to weaners. For feeding pigs over 3mths old I recommend the following plan:- 

From 3-5mths feed per head 2lb of meal ration, 1lb of acorns and as many boiled potatoes as the pigs 

will eat. Over 5mths give 2lb meal, 2lb acorns and boiled potatoes as lib. The meal mixture must be 

high in protein, preferably of animal nature, and might typically consist of 4 parts weatings, 4 parts 

maize meal and 2 parts protein and mineral supplement. The meal and boiled potatoes may be fed 

together, but it is probably better to feed the acorns by themselves, say in the middle of the day. If any 

difficulty is experienced they should be given as the first feed in the morning when the pigs are emptier. 

HRDHRDHRDHRD    

Given that you can allegedly use every part or the pig except its squeal it was hardly surprising that in 

the lean war years pigs were prized.  As well as the prime cuts, it could be turned into bacon and hams, 

its head into brawn, and its innards into faggots, sausages, savouries, lard and pate. Even its trotters 

and tail could be pickled and boiled for jelly stock or minced into faggots. However as you have already 

learnt the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) did not see them as ‘priority’ animals and regarded the shipping 

of the imported meal they ate to be better used by humans and dairy cattle. The denial of a full ration 

of imported meal released shipping to bring in essential war materials from across the Atlantic. This 

resulted in the number of pig farms being cut by half and add to this in 1940 the occupation by 

Germany of the low countries of Europe from which Britain imported 70% of its hams and bacon was 

cut off, bacon became scarce and was rationed on 8th January 1940 to 4oz of bacon or ham per week 

per adult. But a combination of two factors would, however, bring home the bacon for some people in 

the form of Pig Clubs.             Cont……..dCont……..dCont……..dCont……..d 
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Pig Clubs had been formed during World War I and had made a considerable contribution to the 

nations supply of meat, it was decided by government they would request local authorites slacken the 

rules for keeping pigs in garden, allotments and back yards. Tow other 

important factors heped this. The first was Lord Woolton’s statutory ruling on 

waste food (if found in your bin you could be prosecuted) and the setting up of 

the Small Pig Keepers’ Council (SPKC) which was set up in November 1939 to 

encourage people to keep pigs which would eat kitchen scraps and garden 

waste turning it into food for the people. The other benefit was manure which 

when composted could be dug into the ground to aid cultivation of vital 

vegetable crops. The SPKC suggested pig owners get together and form pig 

clubs which brought members the benefit of cut price feed from bulk 

purchasing of pig food, help with collecting food scraps and for two shillings and 

sixpence premium insurance for the pig! As. some people did not have the room 

to keep a pig so joined pig clubs and co-operative pig clubs blossomed in urban 

areas. 1943 saw the scheme extended to factory canteens who could use their waste to fatten pigs for 

use in the canteens.  

In Tottenham, London 68 dustbin men formed a pig 

club in starting with 100 pigs and feeding them by 

carrying an extra waste food bin on their lorries. 

Under MOA rules waste food before being given to 

pigs had to be boiled for an hour to destroy organisms 

that might pass on foot and mouth or swine fever. 

The bin men obtained specialist equipment to steam 

their food waste under pressure and the end product 

of concentrated swill earned the nickname of 

‘Tottenham Pudding’. All the surplus was sold to other pig and poultry keepers.  

Eventually most local authorities bought the specialist equipment and began making their own 

concentrated swill. To collect enough waste food they put pig bins in the streets and they were labelled 

so as to remind people not to put in anything that might be injurious to a pig’s health like tea leaves or 

rhubarb leaves. Municipal swill centres had the price fixed at 30 shillings a ton for raw swill and 40 

shillings a ton for ‘Tottenham Pudding’. These prices did not include delivery.  By the end of 1942 there 

were 4,000 pig clubs but this brought a problem as these pigs were allowed a ration of imported meal 

but with so much meal going to pig clubs there wasn’t enough for the commercial pig farmers which 

meant that a large section of the population who didn’t have access to a pig club would go short of pig 

meat. The meal ration to pig clubs was halved and the Ministry of Food(MOF) restricted the number of 

pigs slaughtered. Clubs were allowed two pigs per member per year and domestic owners two per year. 

Pigs were slaughtered from November to February in the cold months of the year and clubs were 

encouraged to find a professional slaughter-man to do the deed but then they were left with a carcass 

and sometimes no idea what to do with it. The SPKC with the MOA produced instructional leaflets and 

provided hands on rural domestic economy instructors to go out and show people what to do with their 

carcasses including cutting, salting, smoking and how to make sausages, faggots, brawn and 

chitterlings. By the end of the war there were 6,900 pig clubs with approx. 100,000 members.  
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Mr Alec Hobson of the NPA became what we would call today The Pig Club Tzar with the aim “to 

encourage the small man to keep igs and make it as easy as possible for him to do so”.  He wrote 

articles like this one left in the Farmer 

& Stock-Breeder (note the warning 

about Swine Fever.)  He says in his 

article that “When walking across a 

farm the other day I came a cross a 

detachment of the Forces, and was 

interested to find that a pig was 

being kept and fed on scraps from 

the mess—an excellent example of 

what might be done by a small 

community.” he continues “Village pig 

clubs will follow the development of 

cottagers and smallholders pigs….A 

club would be in an excellent position 

to arrange collection of household 

scraps from members especially in 

areas near to military camps and 

hotels. Not only so, but throught their 

clubs, would provide a valuable outlet 

for pigs of various classes produced 

by pedigree breeders—a most 

important aspect.”  The Minsistry of 

Food asked in the House of 

Commons if  “when rationing comes 

into force, cottagers, farmers and 

similar persons would be allowed to 

convert home reared pig to their own 

use as food either in cured or fresh 

condition. The House quite 

understood that the man who feeds the pig is going to be disappointed if he is not allowed to keep any 

of the pig he has produced.” 

He finishes his article 

by saying “It may no 

be easy to make a 

switchover to pig 

production based on 

home-grown food and 

surpluses of house, 

garden and farm. But 

it can and must be 

done as an economic 

and national 

necessity”  

Pig ClubsPig ClubsPig ClubsPig Clubs    
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Hogs of War 

Even in Hyde Park London, the police set up a very secure 

piggery and in 1942 extended into London Zoo to make use 

of the empty cages left after the zoo animals were evacuated 

to Whipsnade and fireman in Battersea got in on the act too. 

(Photo right) and as mentioned previously soldiers too kept a 

pig fed on mess scraps. 

 

From Teach Yourself 

Pig Keeping it said 

of the ‘Gloucester 

Old Spot’ “It 

became noted for 

its scavenging 

properties and 

during the 1939-

45 war produced 

good results on 

swill alone” 

Mary Smith of Louth whose Mother was in the Women’s 

Land Army doing farm work during the war recalled how her grandmother took advantage of some free 

tomato feed. Mary’s mothers farming dungarees used to get stiff with pig swill and pig and cow muck 

but Mary’s grandmother instead of being annoyed when they went for washing would soak them first 

and use the soaking water to feed her tomatoes.  

Swill sometimes yielded unusual items including false teeth and a pepper grinder recalled Gordon 

Tucker of Bath. 

Farms went to great lengths to 

disguise their pig building from 

overhead bombers, painting their 

building beige and and squiggling 

green lines and splodges helping 

them to blend into the countryside 

background.  (photo right) 

Nichaela Bray told Spot Press “my 

mum was 9 when war broke out, 

they kept pigs always had. Her job 

on a Saturday morning was to cycle 

round friends and neighbours for 

saved scraps which were carefully 

recorded in a book. When the pig 

was killed everyone who had contributed food was given a portion of something according to what they 

had given. Mum also said that sometimes a piglet often went unrecorded and when grown was killed in 

the middle of the night and salted for the family.” 
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Hogs of War  

In the last Spot Press we looked at how pigs used 

to be tethered and since we have found a couple 

more interesting pictures for you. 

 

The government even tried to 

convince the public that bacon 

could be made from Mutton and 

they called it Macon. (Having 

tasted ‘bacon’ made from both 

mutton and beef when visiting 

Muslim countries I can honestly 

say its disgusting—Ed) 

The Small Pig Keeprs’ Council 

also produced leaflets to help new 

pig keeprs, you’ll see some of 

their recipes further on in Spot 

Press. (p20) 
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Hogs of War 

Thanks to Richard Lutwyche for this photograph of pigs in Cheltenham , Glos. Hint of spotty pig far right!      

Photo courtesy Mr Nik Thomas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the consequences of drinking illicit war time hooch. This 

man thought he had bought a horse!! Photo rightPhoto rightPhoto rightPhoto right    

Pigs being grown in a bomb-gutted structure in London, England 

on Savile Row in 1943 Few families were without animals-- 

geese, chickens, and rabbits were found in the city to help fatten 

bellies with the meagre food rations. In the beginning of the war, 

targets were set based on military function, but between 1939 

and 1942, the 

policy was slowly 

abandoned, and 

bombs were sent 

down on civilians 

and city infrastructure.  

Feed Merchants still  

advertising their wares . The 

one right from February 1940  

stating extra grain from 

Scotland had been secured to 

augment restricted grain 

imports but time would tell as 

raw materials became 

scarcer.  
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Post War Pigs 

World War II took a heavy toll on commercial pig farming and indeed by 1944 there were 2.5 million less pigs in 

Britain than the 4,390,000 in 1939. In 1945 numbers had dwindled to 1,732,000 pigs. No other section of 

British farming suffered more from the war than the pig industry. As early as 1939 a Mr Jackson asked the MOF 

minister Mr Morrison why, in view of the premature slaughter of pigs for pork hadn’t the government taken 

control over slaughter and sale of livestock in view of the danger of reducing breeding stock numbers to 

untenable numbers and in 1943 concerns were being voiced over the national breeding stock again by both 

ministers and farmers with the prospect of recovery in the post war years looking grim with an industry that 

would need to be completely rebuilt and the reconstruction would need to be on sound lines it was to play its 

full part in the national economy.   

Years before the war and after the Danes had begun a study of the 

British bacon market and to find out the wishes of the British 

housewife. They quickly realised that as an exporting country they 

would send only their best quality bacon abroad leaving the poorer 

quality to be consumed by their home market. To satisfy the growing 

British demand they concentrated on a certain type of pig, cured it in 

their factories, graded it carefully and exported to England those sides 

which were up to the standard required. In this way they built up a 

large, highly organised bacon industry second to none in the world and 

they captured the British bacon market. Such was their hold when it 

was decided to expand bacon production after the war, government action was necessary to enable the output 

of British factories to obtain a footing in their own home market. With the launching of the Pigs Marketing 

Scheme (PMS) a regulation was brought in to regulate the quantity of imports of bacons and hams. This made it 

necessary for the PMS to inform the MOA of the number of bacon pigs it proposed to produce in order to enable 

the government to inform exporting countries how much of their bacon we proposed to take. Following the 

introduction of the PMS there was a steady increase in the number of bacon pigs produced annually in Great 

Britain. 

However one of the most catastrophic events to impact upon the rich variety of native pig breeds that existed in 

Great Britain was the recommendations of a committee set up at the end of rationing to give advice on the best 

way to make Britain’s pig industry internationally competitive. In their report of 1955 they advised for the 

benefit of the commercial market a limited number of breeds should be used for breeding. The results of this 

advice was to be disastrous for native pig breeds with consequences that would be felt for generations as 

within 10yrs four county breeds the Ulster White, Dorset Gold Tip, Yorkshire Blue & White and Cumberland were 

extinct and breeds like the Essex and Wessex Saddlebacks merged to become British Saddlebacks.  

Even today eighty years on many of our rare breeds remain in a perilous state.  British Landrace, British Lop, 

Large Black, Middle White,  Berkshire, Large White, Tamworth, British Saddleback, Gloucestershire Old Spots, 

Oxford Sandy and Black and Welsh pigs are still under threat kept mainly these days by dedicated small scale 

breeders/keepers.   

The British Pig Industry still remains one of the most volatile and vulnerable parts of the farming scene. 

Producers facing rising costs, rising imports, higher welfare demands and uncertainty over the UK’s Brexit 

strategy.  The UK herd currently stands at 4.6 million pigs (Dec 2018) so around the same as in 1939 so eighty 

years later we once again see what impact Europe will have on our pig numbers.   

 For our part we must endeavour to promote and move forward our distinctive British breeds and see they have 

a future for generations to come to enjoy.  

Resuces: AHDB, RBST, BBC Wartime Farm 

 



Wartime Pork to Fork 
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Wartime Pork to Fork 

All these recipes are All these recipes are All these recipes are All these recipes are 

taken from The Small taken from The Small taken from The Small taken from The Small 

Pig Keepers’ Council Pig Keepers’ Council Pig Keepers’ Council Pig Keepers’ Council 

Bulletin No 127Bulletin No 127Bulletin No 127Bulletin No 127    
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R 
emember that one of your Member benefits is automatic Public emember that one of your Member benefits is automatic Public emember that one of your Member benefits is automatic Public emember that one of your Member benefits is automatic Public 

Liability Insurance covering your pigs while at a show in the UK. Some Liability Insurance covering your pigs while at a show in the UK. Some Liability Insurance covering your pigs while at a show in the UK. Some Liability Insurance covering your pigs while at a show in the UK. Some 

shows insist that you show proof of such insurance in which case you shows insist that you show proof of such insurance in which case you shows insist that you show proof of such insurance in which case you shows insist that you show proof of such insurance in which case you 

can request a copy of the document from the Club (£5 admin charge). can request a copy of the document from the Club (£5 admin charge). can request a copy of the document from the Club (£5 admin charge). can request a copy of the document from the Club (£5 admin charge). 

Otherwise, it’s one thing less to worry about and if you go for your own cover Otherwise, it’s one thing less to worry about and if you go for your own cover Otherwise, it’s one thing less to worry about and if you go for your own cover Otherwise, it’s one thing less to worry about and if you go for your own cover 

from the likes of NFU Mutual, expect to pay a premium running into hundreds of from the likes of NFU Mutual, expect to pay a premium running into hundreds of from the likes of NFU Mutual, expect to pay a premium running into hundreds of from the likes of NFU Mutual, expect to pay a premium running into hundreds of 

pounds!pounds!pounds!pounds!    

We were once again invited to take our pigs 

along to the 240th Wolsingham Show in County 

Durham. This show is over two days and lots of 

people came to see us and 260 people entered 

our name the wooden GOS pigs competition. 

Wolsingham show is a fantastic show as good 

as any county show we go to. Very well 

organised and welcoming.  The weather was 

fantastic and the show had its biggest crowds 

ever. We had displays of pigs of years gone by 

and a wall dedicated to pig breeds on the RBST 

At Risk List. The tent was sponsored by a local 

butchers Grants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

Exhibition Pigs 
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Tea Break Time 

Sausage Sizzler PuzzleSausage Sizzler PuzzleSausage Sizzler PuzzleSausage Sizzler Puzzle    

Rick cooked 18 GOS 

sausages on the BBQ 

Nick ate two-thirds as many 

as Matt, who scoffed twice 

the amount that Rick ate, 

which was 3 more than Frank.  

If everyone who ate all only had whole sausages, how 

many sausages were left?  

MindbenderMindbenderMindbenderMindbender On Godfrey’s farm there 

are 210 animals, either chickens or 

pigs. If there is a total of 716 legs (not 

including humans), how many pigs are 

there? 

Answers: Sizzler 5, Mindbender 148 



For correspondence via Royal 

Mail please contact committee 

member for address details 

Gloucestershire Old Spots Pig 

Breeders’ Club 

 

Contact details are on this page 

See our website 

www.gospbc.co.uk  
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Pr in ted  b y  Tees p r int  

M idd le sb ro ugh  

Ed’s Note 

Well its been a strange summer with very few outings to shows, it 

wasn’t until mid August we finally took some pigs to a local show at 

Egton nr Whitby. We then managed to get pigs to Wolsingham Shw 

and across to Westmoreland.  We’ve added 

an extension onto our shed for straw storage 

and winter pig accommodation and had a 

moderately good apple harvest.   

Dolly finally decided to farrow her July’s on 

the 4th September, her calendar and mine 

are obviously not in sync! And fingers 

crossed there are one or two nice pigs in the 

litter.  

Sadly we also lost herd matriarch 

Darcy who awkward to the end 

passed away next to the gate 

meaning it had to be taken off the 

hinges to get her out! She is much 

missed.  

Oink Oink Mandy Garbutt x 

Club Contacts  

• -President—Vacant  

• Acting Chairman—Richard Lutwyche (Glos)Tel: 01285869666                                      

e-mail rlutwyche@aol.com 

• Vice Chairman  & Asst Show Secretary—Teresa Cook (Suffolk)                          

Tel 07980742671          e-mail snapecrown@tiscali.co.uk 

• Treasurer—Jane Smith (Somerset)     e-mail:  mikespork@hotmail.co.uk  

• Secretary—Marlene Renshaw (Lincs) tel 01507 533209                                                

e-mail: marlene12@john-lewis.com ( General Enqs)  

• Asst Sec & Spot Press– Mandy Garbutt (N Yks) Tel: 07979858757             

email fowgillfarm@hotmail.co.uk 

• Membership Secretary & BPA Rep – Mike Smith (Som) Tel 07742427967                          

e-mail mikespork@hotmail.co.uk (Pedigree enquiries) 

• Committee—Guy Kiddy (Beds)     tel 01767 650884                                                                

e-mail: balshampigs@btinternet.com (Husbandry & Livestock Enquiries) 

• Committee:  Judith Sims (Somerset) tel 07803290577                                                            

e-mail: judithsims@btconnect.com (Shows & Rosette Enquiries) 

• Committee: Martin & Sarah Whitley(N Yorks) e-mail: 

birchfieldicecream@live.co.uk  

• Committee: Debbie Dalloway (Kent) e-mail debbiedalloway@hotmail.co.uk 

    

You can also email to mail@gospbc.co.ukYou can also email to mail@gospbc.co.ukYou can also email to mail@gospbc.co.ukYou can also email to mail@gospbc.co.uk    

    

Initial contact is preferred by eInitial contact is preferred by eInitial contact is preferred by eInitial contact is preferred by e----mail but if you do need to telephone please do so mail but if you do need to telephone please do so mail but if you do need to telephone please do so mail but if you do need to telephone please do so 

at a reasonable hour at a reasonable hour at a reasonable hour at a reasonable hour     
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