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GETTING STARTED

From Spot Press 2009 by Mandy Garbutt Our First Show

We tried showing in 2005 and had not enjoyed it at all so when at a club committee meeting the
subject of the lack of GOS winning interbreeds at shows came up and the lack of new people
coming forward to show their pigs made us have a rethink. About only 8% (probably not even that
now) of the club membership show their GOS and numbers are declining. People aren’t prepared
to go showing for various reasons; making a fool of themselves with an out of control pig, the costs
involved, time off work issues, logistics, lack of guidance and support; the list goes on but such
was the lack of pigs on show particularly up here in the north where we are based we decided to
give it another go. In 2009 the Club held a showing workshop at Steve Booth’s in Cheshire which
we attended and then Steve and his daughter Mandy kindly allowed me to join them at
Nottinghamshire show to help them show their GOS.

At the start of 2009 we had no intention of showing our pigs so our three gilts (Dotty, Dolly and
Polly) were destined for bacon. We decided we would reprieve one of them to show. This would be
a hard decision. A process of elimination was begun using the techniques we had seen at the
workshop. Polly had the least spots and was a squat, chunky pig with a nice temperament and a
cute little face. Polly won the reprieve. Then training began. Having spent the first five months of
her life free range in the field, she wasn’t too keen on learning and although they’re named they
don’t know their names so first of all every time we went to feed her or visit her pen we would say
her name and make a fuss of her. She decided that the stick was for chewing and took great
pleasure in head butting the board. We started off with short fifteen minute sessions just playing
around her with the board and stick; these gradually built up to half an hour where she was coaxed
to follow me around a makeshift show ring clockwise. After deciding which of the local shows
had pig classes we decided to take the plunge and enter. This would now allow for three more
weeks intensive training, sometimes we just wandered together with the board and stick, others we
meticulously paraded clockwise under tight control. We even had a practice going in the trailer and
being bathed. Not only Polly had to be prepared for the show but all the stuff we needed to take
with us, it’s like planning a military expedition. “But its only one day” was exclaimed when I
showed Paul the list. A waterproof sheet to act as sunshade or rain cover, two buckets for water
and washing, feed and piggy treats(apples in our case), white coat, stick and board, picnic hamper,
deckchairs, kit box containing sponge, brush, damp flannel, baby oil, information sheets, string,
scissors, sun cream and movement licenses. Finally; as straw isn’t always provided as some of the
smaller shows a builder’s tonne bag full of straw. We don’t have small bales so this was how we
managed.

The evening before Ryedale show we bathed Polly with gallons of warm water carted from the
garage by poor Paul and Johnson’s No more Tears baby bath wash. We scrubbed her legs and feet
with a brush and her soft underbody with a softer brush. We kept the water away from her face
and ears. It was a warm evening so Polly seemed to enjoy her bath right up to the moment I
scrubbed her face with a damp flannel. She was toweled off with three of the largest bath sheets I
could find as we had been unable to get any wood flour. With a little baby oil on some cotton wool
the final touch was to wipe around the inside of her ears. She looked like a piggy princess!
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The next morning we loaded up with our kit and Polly who after a coaxing with a few pig nuts
went up the ramp of the trailer as she had no breakfast
as we didn’t want her to be travelsick. We arrived at

that was just rope and sticks! Paul told me to stop
= stressing and to go and find out where we were to go.

With a great sigh of relief I discovered that the pig
pens actually enclosed an inner show ring especially
for the pigs as there had been an escape a couple of
years previous by a large Black pig, the other ring I’d
ll seen was for collecting horses! We got Polly in a pen

cosy with some of the straw we had brought with us. I
gave Polly a final brush and dabbed her black spots
with baby oil to make them shiny and glossy and donned my white coat, board and stick. I also
wore my GOS club cap. You have to be as smart as your pig, it’s a team effort. Polly looked the
part but would she remember her training, we watched the other classes eager to pick up any last
minute tips and then before we knew it we were on.

Polly went into the ring sniffing cautiously and then broke out into a trot across the ring. I don’t
really remember much about the class as I was so busy keeping Polly under control as she had
taken a fancy to a Lop boar in a nearby pen! Then to our utter astonishment we were suddenly
being handed a rosette for second place, we were flabbergasted. We hadn’t expected to get
anything on our first outing. Polly got a big hug and an apple. After making sure Polly had a drink
we had a look around the show and spent some time answering piggy questions from the public.
One lady asked if it was difficult getting Polly in the bath! I did not dispel this thought! At 4pm we
were allowed to leave to go home and after mucking out the trailer we sat down to a well earned
glass of wine. Our first show a success and a thoroughly enjoyable experience compared to our last
outing in 2005.

One of the reasons I think I enjoyed showing at Ryedale is down to security. At the smaller shows
the pig rings are within or next to the pens and when pigs are moved the general public is excluded
to the outer edge of the pens. They still get a good view but pigs can be moved safely and without
fear of escape. This is the one aspect of showing at the big shows that had put me off showing my
pigs. Some of the big shows pigs are moved often through huge crowds of people which is very
nerve wracking and off putting.

We had a lovely time and enjoyed the show and would recommend all beginners start this way.
Our tips are to be prepared, not to get too stressed (easier said than done believe me!) have a 4x4
for getting off muddy show fields and an ever suffering helper around. Whether or not you will see
us at the big county shows remains to be seen but we will certainly be around our local circuit
again and look forward to some of you joining us in 2010.

The rest as they say is history as we go into our 15th year showing in 2024 Mandy
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A Beginners Guide to Showing by Nick Hunkin & L“.:'.'

ﬁt rinzesd shosws with GiOG pgs, thers are usually the follzwing classss:-
F

I, July boar bom bebwesn | Auly and previous Dacember 51

2 Jenwzary bosr fomosame vear as shown, Mo ppick o RS
P hlu IJ|

ennertining cammentasies,
3, - Sow bom before previcus 1 July in pig.

4 Gl born Betesen pravicus 1 July and 31 dugust

S, Gl borm betesen the pravious | September and 31 Decer-
ber.

6 Gl born aféar Jamary seee wnar

Prapars your farmoaing fmes in advancs toocoimcids with thess
clazsss

Chider bosns are aot recommendsd for ab=aoluts begnmses bt you
will zoon be only teo kesn to brng them ot when you gst used o
shoawing

Juhy listars Ernailer shows soch as Stroud ane 8 good place for beginers
From vour lither, kesap as many good ardedined waaners as yoy 10 5280 (8Ithough Guy Hiddy piotured here is one of the fold
can alford bo you can abvays sell off oy exbias b ather breed. 180080

g o pek Ealer onh Wake sure b wesiners Baee Ol east 14

somd teats (7 3 side] and maors is even betizr, Make sure there ars mo invsnted teats and be nutbless in vour selaction proc-
ess if thers are,

At about 4 to 5 months ald reake wouwr g sslection Look for good hams, straight back and generally smart alert appear-
ance, ol may have relatiealy local show pig people who T surs would come and help vou % this stege i§ vou'ns not

sura, Make sure vou fesd your show pigs well £ lbs of proprietary pig feed par day is recommendsd for all show pigs bt
whan fhey ana first waansd, 5d ik tham with growar pallets 1y can for the firsd 3months, [Fihis proves oo expensive. wa
am vy lucky wilh Old Spols fhad ey grow well on almost any Tood and voucan supplemand your pig Teed wath swogeiables
{roods or gresns), potatoes” or maybs sugar beet making sure s pre-mixed with water and sosksd cvemight.

=t them imed to boad and bal as sarke 35 wou can and vouw can afaays walk them round Ber pens inside. As =oon as possi-
bike vanlk pour pigs outside & you can =l up some kind of duneny show ring, =o mech e bester. Thiey vl get ased foil o
thew tend 3 rush about on initaly going outside, wait 3 few moments. They wil 2oon satife down and ouisten

A around 3 mairlbes {akee Bieen ol on any et courtry roads you may heee nesity, aleay= make sire thisne o o el 2
people o bedp conlrod the pags el vann Be e, ooy expenence, dowvers are usoally Barby bud back aind offen deligded 1o
see the pigs walking about Tre to do this at least 3 imes a wesk up unil the season b=gns.

A weech, belore the fest show, genlly wash the pgs wilh leped wales amed a mild shaingos [Jobirsons by shampoo, cestain
horse shanpoas, L ete are all gude adequate and recarnmersaed lor piga] Avoed. detengents whedh are okay for sonse of the
white [raeds but can sometines cause hairfoss. Use a medum powsred hoss foremnove stubbom dint frem the bottom of fest
and noses. Ga cargful not to gat shampoo insids the pig's sar 35 1wl causs them o becoms lopsickd

From Spot Press Winter 2007
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When loadng vour aalies ke go lo the shoy, use plealy of shras espeaathy on the Galgabe andd leee o room kol possibile escape
betvazen Bl back of The dmiler and the shed door. Try and keep the pigs G calm as possbie. Wa ane ucky with (302 as thay
are usually amongat ihe best and easiest loaders providng the preparaton iz gocd AMD ARSOLUTELY WO ESCAPE ROUTES
AVAILABLE

Cinge atthe shows, ensure pigs are walked a faw imes bafore judging
{zapecialy e raghd bafors 5o they g2t usad to their sumoundings ard
being around strangs pigsh

If possible watch sxpsnarcsd pig shoarmen show their pigs. ou il
W e more from thes thananybmn. S be padeed - | fakes fme o de
{he ol wall

Whezn i the nrgg, don’] ged worned F She pogs cho s rcnener 2 sl
sorne of the ofher pigs off a3 well. Just go aloang with & i you stay
calm and cofected and Beep a3 ose 32 you poasibly can, chances ane
thee peg will csabedoen faichy guickly, IF younget wound 1 and harassed,
Hatffeid Houss Shiw always Siiecis oo aniries and charces are sowll he pio. They pick up their oeness moods aknost
wud e 3 good a0 1o wsil o G5k fo achititors and pachicalyl

watnh how dey co Bhings,

The judge wil wand to see firsthy @l pigs walking around sgemst sach other dockwise f possibla. Helshe will then mspect the
pigs ndadzalty with parfoular attention to underines (pood te get someons to practics deing Sis on the pig athoms). They w4l
then afien walk the pig irdividaaly and fnaly walk all pigs egam against each other,

They vall Ehem make their selecton and the oeatbes will e doled ool usoally st priece firsl,. From iba St prize wenars of all ta
indivicual classas tha judgs will finally selact a bread champion, esarve chamgion and somatimes male and female champions
individaaly as weall 11 you go oul to sorne of Be lareer shows. vou wilt almeat inevitably get guile @ decent pre as at oy of
i ere hayve only e 3 Ty extalaons in reoe years.

For older sowa, a0ain 4 15 abaays o difficul to teach an od dog rew ricks Bul road walking ard regutar hardbmg ol b, If
wiou can purchass anolder show soay from & regulsr exhibdton, o much the better a5 they invaniabhy will be wsad to things and
quist,

A5 WOUT WoUng pigs get oldsr, 5o they beconis sasier o show and it
saent o gat in the blood 5o a3fer 4 or B years you will fired evergthing
wary nech assaar than whan vou started

Finally with January prgs st gel hem n he ong and fry and kesp upldl
- That's whial everybody else will be dang.

Come on, gt ouf thers and have ape. 2l us obdisg adll be thare 1o
chesr youon and hele inany say we can. Dont’ be scaredil]

‘Ensure you comply with the lav and only fsed vegstabis matter that has  The ultimare fo aim for s probably the Frora! Show &t
newver been in a kitchen, dorrestic or commerzial (rot sven from avege-  Staneleigh although being over four deys it takes & lat af
tarian restaursral). If you wart chapter and verse on what can or canmot commitmert 5o perhaEps it 5 bect o work op to the RASE
be fed. go to waew.defra.gov.uk and in the ssarch bow onthe opening ¥ e other shows first,

pane. bpe n ‘A idae far Mew Keapars Pigs which takas wou io 2 shor

brgchurs full of tseful information

Sadly Nick Hunkin passed away in 2012 but his words here are still valid foday.

{Thae evicle was firal publzned i Tamseoin Trumpel Mok Hunkon js sof only 3 Tanmwoh breeger bud can be found af seome of
ihe leating shoivs ghwig ot eruthie commendary s the phy angs). Pholoe by Farard Lubwshe
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i -;‘ SELECTING FOR SHOW
s A & H Styles

S, vou would Tike to Show your Gloucesters’, Excellent. The Breed urgently needs more exhibitors and
there is nothing quite so satisfying as receiving Lhe Champarship Rosette from the Judge. But before
thal can happen yon st huve chosen the dght pig to do it

Having decided which Show you want 1o g@o to first study the Schedule and make sure you busve & pag af
the right age. This is especially important with yeunger algs otheewise you can find your pig corpeling
with older and larger ones to your dissdvantage. Most Shows these days have what are popularly known
&= July and Fanuary Classes. That is pigs born after the first of July in the year preceding the Show and
after the fisst of Janwary In the year of the Show. Therz are also classes or pigs bom BEFORE first of
July; usually referred Lo as Sow or Old Boar Classes. [t s only fir bo say [hat Champbons usually come
from these Classes bul not imvariahly,

fanuary pigs sheald be bown as near to the first as possible, and in any case in the first fortnight, other-
wise they will not he big enoegh on Show day, July pigs Ekewise should be bomn as early in July &=
possible and in any case by ety August, Older Boars and Sows nesd Lo be fully growm and mature, 2l
least bwe vears old and preferably thnee, Sows for Show must have a breeding prograreme which Gts the
Shiow date. A Sow looks her best when heavy in-plg, but do not be templed 1o gel her oo clese, It is
very embarrassing to have vour sow farrow al the Show. About a fortnight off farrowing s 1deal.

A Show pig must be a good specimen of the bresd, koo and level back with light shoulders ind goed
hams but abave all MUST have strong stvaight legs and seand feet; a good wnderline of at least twelve
leats, preferably fourteen or more. These must afl be functional, not inverted ot blind and of 2n aven
size. They should start as near the front legs as possible and be regularly and evenly spaced; like beacs

on a string. Ib s just as important for boars to have geod underlines as their daughters are hkely to
fllove thern.

Select vour July pigs in January or early February, they will then be mature encugh to give a good in-
dication of their likely potental, January pigs however shauld be selected at three weels of age.  After
thig they go, like children, through variows staes and can look awful but they ususlly come back to what
they were at three wecks. When selecting your show pigs be sure te chopse some reserves just in case,

Onece you have chosen your pigs house them somewhere where vou can easily ke them out for
exercise. Show pigs nesd plenty of exercise. Do nol however be tempted to just tum them out in &
field or archand. They enjoy sunbathing and will get tanned. This causes their skin to develop blue
hlotches which sped their looks and can maks the difference belween a fiest and a thivd o less

They should now be fed to appetite twice a day at regular times. [t does not matter if you feed nuts with
separale waler, dry meal with water on top or a mived wel feed. As long as you use a good, well
balanced ration il matters not which method you use, do not however al this stage use a self-feeder.
They may get too fat and it may over-develop their shoulders. As mentioned above, give them regular
exercise and sl important get o know them. Cloucesters' are very sacisble pigs and appreciate a bil
of fuss and conversation. It will repay vou hardsornely as they will become much easier to handle,

This also applies to Sows and Old Boars, in fact all these points are equally important with these older
pigs and here again size is a Vital Consideration. *A good big "un will always beat a good little "un®.
They must alse be fully developed and mature. This usually means aboul, three years old. Old Boars
must Bave thelr lusks cut (2 job for the Vet in the year of the Shiw, A Boar's fusks are dangeroos

weapons and can casse horefic injuries to other pigs, other peaple or more frequently Lo their handler.
S0 be wamed and get them cut.

Selecling the right pigs 1o show at an early stage will give you 2 flving start to a succesefil Show season,
I wish wou this and hope you will enjoy it as much 28 your pigs will. In my experience they love Shows.

George Styles passed away in 2009 and was considered the founder of the GOS breed as we
know it foday. You can find out more about him on the website www.gospbc.co.uk
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From Spot Press Autumn 2015. You can find the GOS breed standard on the website
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Countdown to the Three Counties Show 14-16 June by Allison Littlehales

tthough our weekend in April is HUGE, we are also planning another massive event at the Three Counties
Show in June. There will be a large EXHIBITION for the public to see, a major SOCIAL EVENT with the RBST
and the OLD SPOT CELEBRITY CHALLENGE. To make a success of this, we want as many exhibitors as possi-

ble there and there are lots of inducements! The Club is
offering £100 to the Breed Champion and £50 to the
Runner-up. There is a special class for Novice Exhibitors
and an extra Sow Class. What's more, every exhibitor will
receive a special Centenary Bone-China Mug. So, for those
especially who have not shown before or not beento a
major show, this editlon of Spot Press starts off a count-
down of what to do by Allison Littlehalesso there can be no
excuses| This will continue through our Workshop In April
with practical help and again In Spot Press in May so that,
come June 14th at Malvern, you'll all be experts!

Well, hopefully you have thought about showing, were possibly
even asked about going and as a Club and breed we really need
your support. GOS are the most numnerically strong pigs amongst
the rare breeds and yet very few are shown. Through all the doom
and gloom currently swirling around the industry, wouldn't it be
fantastic to get out there and get to it. Show us how much you love
your GOS and how fab they are as a breed to everyone at Three
Counties and beyond. Let's make Three Counties the year of the
GOs!

Here's where we get serious, showing needs preparation and if like
me you go weak at the knees at the thought of picking a piglet,
conditioning, training, when to enter the show, what class to enter,
fear not. Over the run up to Three Counties there will be articles in
Spot Press, area mentors and a session at the workshop - a half-
way paint to get us all walking (or running) around the ring this
June.

This first article will concentrate on those July born gilts and boars
coming up to seven months, but the same principle of selection
can be applied to those lanuary litters currently snuggling in neo-
natal contentment outside right now. So, how do you spot a good
prospective show pig?

First off check for objections and disqualifications to the breed
standard (shown on the Year Planner), so if your pig has:

Crooked legs.
Short, thick or elevated ears.

A rose in the coat or a line of mane bristles or a sandy colour to the
coat.

Blue undertone not associated with a spot or serious wrinkles.
A heavy jowl.

Remember that the breed standard (except for the rose and sandy
colour) says ‘objectionable’, so does not condemn your pig from
registration for breeding pigs, just showing and even that can be
down to the judge!

Underline needs to be checked and at six months any extra or
blind teats should show clearly and the pig should be rejected.
Your pig should have a minimum of fourteen evenly spaced teats
hoars as well).

Study the legs and general conformation, watch the pigs walk
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Showing pigs is a lot of fun and much less daunting than dogs or equines.
What's more, it's a great advertisement for the breed and the exhibitor.

around. Legs should be straight and strong, back should be long
and level and hams should be full and filled down to the hocks.
Your pig should look well put together.

MNow to the Januaries: they should be checked thoroughly at wean-
ing or earlier. The more you can run on to fatten the easier it will
be to spot that special one that stands out. Check your pigs regu-
larly up to registration for showing as they can alter a lot over the
months, especially the ears and nose, but you do have to start off
with most things looking right. The teats need most attention be-
cause teats can alter.

Your January needs to be big. Size matters in the show ring and
you should not waste your time with runts as they will never put on
enough weight to compete with their peers. One top exhibitor re-
members being told, “A good big pig should beat a good little pig.”
So, no matter how good a pig you have, unless it is fed well it will
not be shown to its best. So be liberal with your food.

Planning for showing usually starts in the previous year picking out
any possible superstars from your July & September litters and
then in February when you pick out your possible Januaries and
the first of the show schedules start to drop through the letterbox.
Show dates are usually available well in advance from websites
like www.asao.co.uk/events which lists many of the agricultural
shows large and small around the UK so there's bound to be a pig
show near you.

At most shows with GOS pigs, there are usually depending on the
time of year a selection of the following classes:-

1. July boar born between 1 July and previous December 31.

2. January boar from same yvear as shown.

3. Sow born before previous 1 July in pig.

4. Female born between 1st lanuary and 30th lune previous vear
5. Gilt born betweean previous 1 July and 31 August.

6. Gilt born between the previous 1 September and 31 December.
7. Gilt born after January same year.

This is why we mention that your planning starts a long time before
the actual show with preparing your farrowing times in advance to
coincide with these classes. Make sure you birth notify your litters
and register any show pigs before the show.
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M gimalier hoeal shows you may sse different clese haadings; GOS els, directions, vehick passes, rumberns & pro- £ OLDEROTE T
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soarsal soyou knmw what you've entare] or
grint 6f1 fnom an-orHine antry and aokd b s

A1 tha Thros Counties, there's 1w shows o growing file,

entar &0 dornLmiss oul. The mesn shos 1o g%
bresds = an Friday ard Seturday ard then
thers's 3 brand rew show on Sunday far Rere
& Minority breeds with differenl judges and &
chance 10 do bellar than vou did wo days
earlkr—it happans!

Mo youwe mats those antrss iUs tima Lo
stast iraning those pigs! Each ahowman will
Iheve their osen method of trainmg pigs and
wehean thay start sith tham. Wa firstal 8l sapa
rale ouwf eslacted ehiow MiEs rom e real ol
their siblings. B vou're goicg bo do a lof of
shpwes you will nem o speik 0 your vt e
ganding an isaletion unlt (=a use 3 sEpaEis
abaile black and yerd for aurs) ard your shaw

Maks surs you rasd the schedude af 1he shoaw
referting to plgs; some shows hnee rules abaut
s0ves having had =0 many litlers, gits besng in
pig arvd boars bo have fathered X amount of team will live in there throughaut the Sesson,
litiesrs so read up the russ pags, thers will ks fur shaw pigs also gat a slighily meraased
bt Infoemation regaming she kdentficatian of your pes and abou palicen of food [full 81k ped day + exlis vegl
the AML requirements. You will generally find all this information  TTWIt} @5 Judiges likn to sea them quite rounded; seercising heips
juest befare the it of classes. The larger county shows mey segn 9T Aoduce muscl and slrenglhen their legs

cinunting ot first nnd you may prefer bo juss visi these and watch
gnd ihan siedt 68 couple of yous local 0ne day shows whare (ha
classes ane & Dl leks formal But na |ess Serious Brd wod can gain
eaperience without the added pressurs of being away from pour
hecibding T for A few clays.

Wie keep our show pigs in pairs and stan waliing then out indi
widua®y a1 shout 12 weeks old, we usually have our board and
slick wilh e but for thes main pat il's jusl used 55 8n pccasional
stop bomand or for gentle guidance, =i thes stage we just want them
o gat used 1o walking alone with us, most of the: ime we lead and
Cnee wou've deckied which show and which of your plgs o would ey trot along Dabind often chemwing our stick o have a gloriously
iy gabop off inbo the homzard s time progressss sat up 8 minia-
e shoss ring & vau can and get your tesm walking in & clockwise
diraction, ¥ou nead to e or thair ialt sldewith your boand and your
shick in e right hand {a bt of & nuzance il vou're kit anded! ),
Beth toabs are for guiding and controlling your pig. Pracice walhing
auf a5 often as you can, a sham tap af the stick under tha chin or

i on U shodldsr will ke tham in-fre so sy Earn that you ane
Does, We do nod us=-or appeove e pse af punishment 85 & 100l ta
teach pigs. We train our pigs o fairdy short sessions as the plgs get
Eoresd ar decids U meol) Tessnty mii tulss two of three times g dey il
woid CEn Tor Sach pg vou plén o show and dan longsl boars na-
UATES v compatant hapdiaes 1o show them

Starimg with just s juby ard & lanuary @il = & good ices until you
fed! marn corfident. It is time cansuming, and can be frustrating,
e s just oot Bka shoming ol we Find by spencing tims
wailh cur show tedrn and fussmg tham ows all haes pel pameas,

A Sy gt ciss &t the fate-lamented Roysl Show 2009, Photos they dis become more socisbred and enjoy the ftentian. Durs are
Bif Richard L itwycties aksa tralned to the ratzle of the Teed hudoat 50 thet I Thy di e
cids Lo mieka & for it 'I:I.I.IIZ“I"I,[',EEJ"IIZ!'!'!I ety Gan alveays De toagad
Dack by the sound of the bucksi!

Hke to anter, wou will reed o il n the sntiy o soms showe now
afliow v 1o dio this on-lne, whis! others usa a peper entiy farm. 595 ol all training shoukl ba balaie the show rather than espact-

Chesck the ertry closing dates carefully Soas not 10 mss them ng the pig bo feamn ot the show though toberanos traands January
Iois of peopss make ihair entries closae 1 tha wing 50 &5 0 masl- B pigs |5 usually ssarcsed, You do kearn a5 you show and &1
mize ther clois of pegs bul mosl of ug keow well in adveros el ahviws tha judge mey come 1 you 1 el vou why vour p[g

which pigs we will be vging for the forthooming Sessan. When you  wonTadad, in eyhar opinion, which is osuady good, impartisl
fill in the: fprms vou will nesd o have at hand your plg's podigres critizsm and wseful for firkure shiows. Tha maln thing

ramme, it date ol brkn, s fegeiration & ear romber and also & b enjoy vour Shoeing Bnd 20 inal & leved 1hat suils

these of fg pereris. Mot &l shaws a5k Tor the same infarmation 55 you. Thnse Countied s & great plads o stat.

it's workh making a ‘shaw file’ in which vou can have coples of

parigreas, keap all your show scherules end to keegi all your k- From Spot Press Winter 2012
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Guy Kiddy sent in a leaflet which was originally printed by the NPA in the seventies called Preparing
your Pigs For Exhibition by Donald Maclean which we have retyped for you as the leaflet was
unsuitable for scanning. Guy writes Don Maclean had fifty years experience with pigs and their
exhibition at agricultural shows ranging from Middles Whites, the Large White breed and included the
Essex (now British Saddleback) breed. Guy goes on further to say he was one of the best showman of
his day winning prizes all over the country and Guy is fortunate to have his pig memorabilia which
includes NPBA medals, scrapbooks and show box. The is leaflet originally cost 40p! Please note some
of the practices suggested are no longer considered advisable or acceptable.

Black pigs, white pigs, ginger pigs and spotted pigs, all need similar attention. Observation is the most
critical. First, select your pigs according to their age and classification in the agricultural society show
schedule. Try to give yourself some flexibility with selection if possible pick at least two or three pigs for
each classification, or keep two or three pigs under observation. If you have only one pig to work on,
nothing must go wrong. When the ‘pros and cons’ of each breed have been taken into consideration
and the standard of excellence has been studied, a start can be made to put on the pigs “Sunday
Suit”.

Skin & Coat—Mly initial preparation is to get out the oil tin. Give the animal a good thorough oiling from
tip of the snout to the tip of the tail, front legs, between the hind legs, the belly; at this point count the
teats—fourteen well placed, four teats in front of the penis on boars. Don’t forget ears. These should be
wiped with an oily cloth. The oil should be vegetable, sunflower, rape, coconut etc. Avoid any oil based
on paraffin. These sometimes burn the skin and bring up large red patches. The process of oiling
should be carried out once a week. At the same time the Flowers of Sulphur tin should come into play.
A cocoa tin with perforated lid (nail holes) will enable you to shake sulphur into the ears and down the
middle of the back. This should also be done once a week.

Feeding—My next consideration is feeding. We all have our own theories. My preference was ‘wet &
warm’ and a good coarse ration. So many pig meal rations today are ground too fine. When mixed with
water they sink in the pail. That is why | insist on a coarse ration mixed in warm water. This swells to an
easily digested consistency. Remember the old adage “half the pedigree goes in by the mouth”. A
skilled feeder can improve a bad pig; an unskilled one can spoil a good animal. By feeding a warm
mash well soaked the pig requires less energy to heat the food to body temperature and the meal is
half digested by soaking. Whether this can be proved scientifically, is still open to question. No two pigs
have the same appetite , so discretion must be used regarding the amount fed to each one. “A good
feeder puts it on and walks it off” One must be careful not to overfeed as young pigs are inclined to go
off their legs. | had many successes on this system in both carcass and live pig classes. Three feeds a
day are better than two. Little and often avoids overfilling the stomach. This all helps to keep a trim,
shapely pig. A dose of liquid paraffin once a week assists freedom from constipation. In warm weather
a pinch of sulphur in the food helps to cool the blood. May | stress at this point there are no half
measures ot short cuts. Unless you are prepared to be married to the job, which is time consuming,
you are unlikely to make a success of it. A pig turned out in first class order is a credit to its owner, but
an under-fed badly turned out pig is no advert to anyone.

Fitness & Training—The third consideration is exercise and cleanliness. Pigs are clean if kept clean and
bad habits can be altered. On arrival first thing in the morning at the sty, pen or loose box, let the
animals out so they may defecate away from their pen. If time permits, this should also be carried out
before each feeding. After a few days most animals will learn. For bedding my preference is wheat
straw. If this in unobtainable barley straw is next best (oat straw is for feeding not bedding) | am not
happy with shavings. They retain moisture and if a pig has urinated on its bed, yellow stains appear on
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Preparing Pigs For Exhibition By Don Maclean (cont.....d)

Exercise should be given at least once a day—a walk with purpose. Make the animal do what you want,
not what it wants to do. With your FLAT PIG BAT, not a round walking stick, constantly tap each side
just behind the front legs. Don’t hit the pig in the middle of the back—this will make it drop its back. A
little tap on the side of the face will direct it left or right. At all times keep its head up. Nothing looks
worse than a pig with a humped or dipped back. Constantly talk to the animal. A pig will learn to
respond to your voice. | always insisted that every show pig | took out was ‘rung’ A small copper ring in
the snout is a deterrent to rooting. It also keeps the head up. After months of work to present a clean
pig you finally put in a show pen with soft green turf. Naturally it will want to ‘root’. The result is a dirty
animal. The little copper ring makes it think twice. When exercise takes place, keep the animal on soft
ground away from stones and anywhere it may lame itself. Even a sprain can make a pig limp. Judges
don't take too kindly to lame pigs so keep the bottle of embrocation to hand. At the first signs of
stiffness, cramp or lameness, give the joints a vigorous rubbing, but do look to see first if thre are any
cuts in the pad. If so call your vet. May | also recommend whilst the vet is in the yard all your show pigs
are injected against erysipelas. May and September seem to be the two months when this disease
flares up i.e when there are warm days and cold nights. After months of hard work and good money
spent, on a show day you do not want your pig to go down with the ‘Purples’. For the sake of a £1 or so,
have your pig injected and sleep soundly at night. These are a few basic pints to follow. Remember
prizes are won at home, not just on the showground.

Washing- After weeks of painstaking feeding and exercising, you can look forward to a show date. All
this time keep the oil tin in hand. Avoid washing your pig too early. Wait until a week before your first
show, then wash it. If you don't have a clean pen to use, cut up three bran bags lengthwise and nail or
tie them around the pen. This prevents the pig from rubbing on the walls. Use warm water and green
soft soap (keep away from detergents) The warm water will remove the oil and dirt, then give the pig a
good wash all over and underneath from snout to tail. Remember inside the ears. | found a wad of
cotton wool in each ear ensured no water got in. After washing with a soft brush, sponge and cloth
rinse off with a pail of warm water. Stand behind the pig and pour from tail to head. DO NOT THROW
WATER IN THE PIGS FACE and avoid entering its ears. Once all the soap is off and the ears are clean
dry off with woodflour (ground sawdust). Use it freely rubbing well into the skin bit KEEP AWAY FROM
THE EYES. Then into a pen with fresh straw and the animal will remain clean. After a first wash apply oil
each day until the day before the show then repeat the washing performance once more. On show
day, white, ginger and spotted pigs are shown with woodflour brushed out, but black pigs in some
cases are shown ‘in oil’ This treatment applies to males and females and mainly to Berkshire, British
Saddleback and Large Black breeds. Black pigs kept in loose boxes are apt to lose their colour so keep
these breeds outside as much as possible. Use discretion when turning out, avoiding cold nights and
very hot days. There is one important thing to remember. If you are feeding using movable troughs,
pans or tins remove them from the pen and wash them clean after the pigs have finished. Don’t leave
to chance in case an animal lames itself on the trough left in the pen.

The Show—Unless warm water is supplied by the show society, arrange to take some with you. Use a
milk churn or better still a copper and calor gas cylinder. This should give you enough water for feeding,
cleaning and washing. IN YOUR SHOW BOX you will need white coats, green soft soap, brushes (wet &
Dry) sponge, cloth, embrocation, hammer and nails, pails, woodflour, oilskins, boar boards and pig
bats. If it is not supplied by the show society arrange to take plenty of clean straw to give your pigs a
good bed, also a bundle of sacks to nail or tie to any dirty pens you have been allocated.

Continued overleaf P12
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Preparing Pigs For Exhibtion by Don Maclean

When pigs are penned in open pens its is advisable to purchase show sheets 9ftx7ft in size. These can
be stencilled with your herd name and address as a form of advertising. Don’t forget a large bottle of
VINEGAR in case a pig has heat stroke. Under no circumstances put cold water on an overheated pig.
Using the vinegar soak a sponge and bathe the head behind the ears, the neck between the front legs
and down the middle of the back. A pig is the same as a dog, it pants but does not perspire, so must be
cooled down. If any green feed is available from the sheep lines collect an armful, remove all the straw
from the pigs and lay green feed round it. This will help it cool off. Rope, ringers and pig rings should

also be in your show box. Like a good boy scout be prepared.

Travelling- ‘Bum Bags’ are hessian sacks filled with straw. Depending how you pen your pigs in the lorry
or trailer, tie these bags on the side, behind the pig to stop chafing or rubbing on the vehicle. Ensure
adequate space is available. The pig cannot turn around in the vehicle during the journey. Road motion
can cause loss of balance and injury. If you have to travel to a show early in the morning do not feed
beforehand. Instead give a late feed at 9—10pm the previous evening. On returning home, repeat the
process all over again even if you have another show to attend within a short time. Out with the oil can
and sulphur tin to keep the skin soft and supple. A pigs skin is like a woman’s soft as silk if cared for.

In some cases if a pig refuses to feed after a first outing. Then give a little appetiser in the form of a
tablespoon of cider vinegar added to the feed. A teaspoonful of brewers yeast also helps.

In the Ring—Preparation is 75% of a show pig. The other 25% is showmanship and that is another
story. By making best use of the ring, keep your pig under the judge’s nose so every time he turns you
are there in his sights. If your pig looks better at a distance ,make use of any high ground, keep to the
middle of the ring and avoid the corners. Don’t use board with females. Make use of your pig bat. Keep
your white coat done up; hands out of pockets; no smoking in the ring. A smart turn-out of you and your

pig is a very good combination. A first impression by the judge is always the best.

After Judging- The clever showman watches points. Having observed, he uses commonsense through
deduction and attention to detail. Coupling this with patience and perseverance he succeeds but must
also be prepared to lose and do so gracefully. Always remember—everyone has good pigs until they
meet someone better. In the competitive world of the show ring only one pig can win the top award. All
the others are losers. Try to win. If you are lucky, accept success with a polite manner. If you lose— and
you will do that more often than winning—just return to the pen quietly and without complaint however
disappointed you may be. Adopting this policy will earn respect.

The saying “There’s no show people like show people” certainly applies in pig lines. Someone is always
willing to help and advise you.

Privacy Notice The GOSPBC takes your privacy seriously and will only use your personal information
to administer your membership and to provide the products and services you have requested from us,
and these details will be kept on a password protected system. This information is never shared with
third parties or other agencies. We rely on you to inform us of any changes to the information you have
given.

Please also note that if your children are successful in the show ring or attend Club events, we will
require your permission to use any photos taken by us of the event to be published in our Newsletter
or on Facebook so we can celebrate their achievement.

Right to erasure (to be forgotten) Any Member of the GOSPBC has the right to request their details
be erased. At the point of this request being made or through the cessation of your membership your
personal details will be removed. Additionally if after receiving a reminder to renew your membership,
the club does not hear from you within a 2 month period, your details will be erased from our
database. You may of course rejoin at any time in the future should you wish.
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Showing is to be encouraged and useful for a variety of reasons:

* It helps encourage people to breed and keep the best specimens

* It provides opportunity for people to see good examples of pigs and to meet and talk to owners/
breeders before buying pigs of their own

* It gives people the opportunity to compare their own pigs with others and to have judges give
their opinions on them too

* It acts as a marketing activity—to demonstrate you keep good stock and to bring you into contact
with potential customers

* It offers the chance to socialise with likeminded people
* Don’t forget the Club has templates for posters & information display and leaflets available
To ensure you keep your show herd in tip top shape look at the following suggestions:

* Health Management—Make sure your show stock are wormed and free from parasites and check
for foot and joint soundness. Do not put any pig that is showing signs of being ‘off colour’ on the
trailer.

* Make best use of isolation practices preferably 20 days before your first and show and 20 days
after your last show in an APHA approved part of your holding. Keep an isolation unit record book
with dates of entry and which pigs are in.

* Make sure your pigs are correctly identified by tattoo and tag

* Clean and disinfect your trailer and towing vehicle all around outside and make sure your trailer
is done inside as well.

* Make sure any boots or wellingtons are also clean and disinfected so you don't take any possible
infections with you to the show and remember to do the same on returning home

* When you return home make sure your pig is healthy and sound and continue to keep an eye on
it over the next few days just in case you picked something up at the showground

Safe Showing is something we can all aim to do and it is for the good of all exhibitors so just do it!
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The Joy of Plig Showing! oy rarmsa . mess { a snawman for 20 yearsiPar 1)

&5 Christmas becomes a dslant memory, noemalily resumas wilh a thod ILis 117 p'clock on a freering Booary ovenmg whizn mosk
sl pecgde A in e, theat The Tiest Bareowing of the wear akes placo Knowing ue eagibool time thal coan olspse bafwnen
Births, the mind can drift sway gently To thoss balmy summar days at the County Shows whan these -El'I'I'EIZIrII'IE will obediantly e walk-
Ing round the mng with thes proud owners in attendanca.. Well! That is ancagh of the dream, what about the reality.

Showing an b 1o prodiecn three distinet groups of people, those who ke it thess who'bate it bul aree to halp their partaers
and thiose whue hvee 10 hate 0010 2 imgortant o readise fron the cutset thal here @ 8O one way Lo prepane e animals lor e show
and there ara many vanations on 3 thema.

Selection of Soch—F or the first tma show person lookmg at & show catalogue here is tawildering number of casses, but Fwauld un
hasiiatingly say that the bapnnar should g2 for the lanuary @it class everny tme. iThis s & PIE Darm an or aier lanuany 18 of that

sgrme yirar A wesner @il 12 weeks ald could be purchased al the end of Barch bul Tor showing DO @6 0 a breedan who also shows,
i the GUOLS.P.B.C. can provide a list of names)

Wiy chooes lanuary?

They esh raturally.

Thiey czan bz tmined Trism an cary sz and sdihough nippy on Eheir lael, they ane nol as stubibom aes obider pigs,
Thex oot and skin condibion is Sl exoeiiant

The leved of the stockmanship reguirad & not 50 hight!

Eceding—t is important that e plg s up 10 8@ for its class for "a good BiE un will baat & Eood e wl™ WIth stock up To in pig
slapge Whe recommendiod rabon should Be fed willh Dhe: addilional ha¥ o pooarsd ooy e grodsse e Firm fesbed seimed with just & kil
af Tal | A para®al 10 8 Bething Beauly Compeiiion!l] dver mdulgencd can abnost be Tongnea but skinny pige sne daliniely oul.

Yimploubrg—Feer burpes e siisdle higdeal reasan for peaple nol Shiveing = the guestion "Wl behaye? Well they din’t slaoes: and for
thase of us who have had children they don't always do ethar. But thees is o

doubt that tha lavel of engaymant &t a show is deactly linked 1o the efort put
i1 SrAining

Pigs have an inonedible sense ol Smell so e nalurally wary when g,
couplad with Glowcestes™s hop aars and retcent nature it B mporant to get
them moving about a5 pessible, Open the pen deor and ket them walk ouisida
on a daily bagsis i time permits but certainty S it regularly. Aboul &-B weehs
Deafiire ihe Show training Win & —
_ bzard and stick can begin, The pig |
q taancieer stan on the befi side of
the pig with the baard in Ehe laft
hand and the walking stick used to
guids the animal i in the right hand. Thers are two extremes of approach 1o guiding the
pigs vith varying combinations in-between. There is the ‘cosa centrol in which the han-
dlar holds the pig closety with the =tick and boansd and the mom ‘laid back’ 1achnigue
welicerez Dhe pasd ise geenthe poatiesd oo e geser arnd Uhae shase peerson willes nesrer the bach ol
the pig with & refaxed gir. The formmar method 1S pErhaps more sultabes 101 the younger
PHE bl nedt mequired for matronly older sows. The vardng technigues also tend to difer
dlepending o te shiv persons age, e mone vauthul of the group being more capable
of gadding round the I'II'II'g In & beni posfion than iha matwre mamership with sciatcall

it is imporiant that the pigs are walked regularly to build up muscle tone. for an show day they could be required to walk in the ring
for quite some time, especially with inganng judges and they {the pigsl, 6o get tied and fed up and ik soma casas @o on striks and
grumble o

Washing and Show Praparation=~"1 e ssone lime as exewising. e pig can be baving its cost gad sk poepaned, a bit like the
ladies of the hiusa, 8 good shamped, 8 good guahly ofl w Improye the skin., &nd a8 nice brush up at the and! Un 8 more seqaus note,
it & important to start preparaticns early, Frstly obtam a large botthe of suntlowar ol and GENTLY reb this into the skin all ovar. This
will then Start 1o =oflen any Neky s&in. 00 NOT even think of Trdng 10 remove any bemishes at this siage. Lesve this oil on Tog about
ten dayvs, making sure thag the back B kept maist with oil. At the and of Thas time pul the pi Bio an empty p2a 0 shamgoo I 1 have
Ky braedlors use carbolic soap, Vosene, Fairy Ligueid and mee: seap flakes. But do remember thad a0 pigs’ skin s sy lender, Tho
brzsk proparakion ha 1 have wsed B Jabnsons Bady Sharmpon bul be caceful, smimmads can be allengic o chermicals and Gan aooe oul
In spodE and Dlotches, # this happens tiy somathing elsa; That & why It IS imponant o sian wasking aarly e svoed this problam.



Page 15 Spot Press Vol.28 No.2

Lont...a

When washing the pig do use warm water and once the back is well lathered, take a soft brush and gently remove some of the dead
scaly skin. Rinse thoroughly with warm water and then use an old towel to dry off the surplus water. Put the pig back into a clean dry
pen with clean bedding and shake on some wood flour and brush this out. You may need to repeat this process until the pig is up to
show standard. NOTE, do not apply wood flour in a dirty pen as they do have a habit of trying to remove it.

i nd un ing.—Do you have a hernia? Sciatica? High blood
pressure? Prone to using bad language or providing alternative amuse-
ment for the spectators at Agricultural Shows, then you can safely say
that you have loaded or unloaded live stock! THIS NEED NOT BE THE
CASE Pigs can be trained to go quite happily into a trailer providing the
incentive is there.

About 3 or 4 weeks before the show, start to feed the pigs in the trailer,
this gets them used to leaving the pen and entering the trailer. Feeding
pig nuts prevents staining the face and they are easier to put on the
floor of the trailer. Some pigs find the clatter of mounting the trailer
ramp off putting, so | put down an old fire side rug for them to walk up. This was much admired by my show colleagues with some
cheeky comments

With mare people now showing, loading and unloading has improved tremendously and it is now uncommeon to see 3or 4 burly men at
the back of an old sow which could lead the observer to stretch the limits of the imagination!!

In summary you cannot over train your pig and when it is well done it makes showing look easy but if you don't, then the whole day and
be ruined by anxiety and trepidation.

To the Show!

Wherever possible, livestock should be moved early in the morning or in the cool of the evening. Obviously for one day shows, it is early
morning but for 2 or 3 day County Shows, most stock tends to be taken the night before. It is always beneficial to allow the pigs to rest
prior to a day showing and on the day the exhibitor doesn’t have the problems associated with unloading and parking. At the show you
will meet many more like minded people who are willing to show you the ropes. Do not arrive too late, otherwise help to unload will not
be on hand as the exhibitors retire rather early for a wide variety of night caps, some containing alcohol..!!

The Morning of the Show

An exciting time with lots of atmosphere. Pigs washed and fed early, alarmingly the owners have spruced up and look ‘different’. There
is an eager anticipation. At the Royal Lancashire it was always the case of taking a guess as to when the downpour would arrive and it
was usually Sunday!

Judging usually begins between 9.00am and 10.00am and it is here that the
exhibitors sartorial elegance can be given full rein. The obligatory dress is
white coat, G.0.5.P.B.C. tie, shoes with a good tread or wellies in a monsoon
and a natty line in white headgear if the sun shines. The coat can be nylon or
cotton the later tend to look and stay whiter over the years. When you enter
the ring take your time. The judge will usually stand in the centre of the ring, so

it makes sense to proceed in a clockwise direction. Mever stand between the
/{ pig and the judge, walk at a gentle pace and try to keep in the judge’s eye. If
the pig goes through the judges legs you are too close! Eventually the judge
will make a decision and rosettes will be awarded.

As Rudyard Kipling wrote “If you can meet with triumph and disaster and treat
=" the two imposters just the same.......you'll be a man, my son” { from the poem
'If') So whatever the result, treat success with humility and failure with good
grace and magnanimity, remember, the people who are usually the greatest
critics are those not even in the showing. This article has been written in the
hope that it will perhaps encourage more people to have a go. Above

e — all....enjoy it!!! | look forward to seeing you at the show.

lllustrations by Suzanne Moss From Sp Spring 2015
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Countdown to the Three Counties Show 14-16 June by Mandy Garbutt -

Shaw Preparation

From Spring 2013

][ n the fast edition of Spot Press we coversd chaosing your pigs, erering dasses and a itte on training them. Hera |
we're M'h:g-u through the ﬂ:u: in preparing for your show, Show calendars are pretty much availzble eary
o I the wesar S0 this erables you oo make srenge

marts 10 hava vaur pther sioek, ima anil pramises
loEed alter whils you'm away shomng; Tor us that

tan be sarmbody 1o bt e dog out dunng & long ans
&y show 1o arranging for sormebody t house‘=nims|
it for longer events. I8 s peace of mind 1o gt this )
sorted aut garly 500U can Sonce e an yoar sk

EEpsariance

Dhir Paoda ot et pard Twerty ane days befoee our first show we move aur
Fhomw pigs o oon solabion wl, feoniset your ool Practising '.wn'm'n,g Iy & yrrared,

ALHA ar val o find oul more dalaitsh this arabhes us 10 maka sune ey ang i ard wall to po

ahovwiigg. Mever undsr ary Circunsiancss loks & DI Slhdwing Signs of dress 10 8 show, & wseb Delone showing Lhsy sse wormed with an

hvermeactin based jab which ss oovers cresgy crewlies and mange. Thay are also gven & firat balb ususily with 8 dog Bnti-flea shampaa

arvd e their a1 g and tattoos checked. Mearmhils, continuing with traming around the solstion wnit yerd.

A weed 0 50 belome 1ha show IE 6 Bima Lo check your Trailer over eepacially I you don't usa i regutarky. Chiack that ha lights and biakas
wiork 4l thet he tyres arg al e comect pressure. il |'|i|'!EE'E- and gatas, Yie wll gleo greureil s
IJ'H}rI}uEHj' haanad and digirdectad irsade and Ot You can ther oover (e Hoor with siraes or S
thust &% you preder. We s siraw 25 it =ls the pigs snugle domn Tor &8 comfy nds.

IWenl i the papamedrk. A coupls of weaks: alome e
Show Ehe show Sacrebany will send vou 8 pack which
usuinlly containg & 1s1 of your clags enfres, your muamy
s, show passes and directions which shauld be in
youe shors [, Check fhasa whien thay ariva. st
beslore 1he shoe wa translar hese o & plastc traval
EShow wallet and conbants wallal, |U's ako tine b da wour AML [Areia] Mas-
mert Licencs) on lirs, if vour show 201 listad isle
phone thern and i will be added; they just nesd the showsround hakding number and the
secrobang's name. You should alsa hoee rendy any show IBeratiee and sEniage you wand

to dispeay.

A bodnd delaing voor Pard Belps i sei

After several shows whars we Tongat b take samething with s wa made & spreadehesy 5000
Tor & packing, lisl - {you cen dosniad a copy inis entivety from tha Showing section of the GOS wabsita).

Fir ofie day shioms i [iefiden- Walerpnidls and welies (clean), umbralls, pei Coesr (walsprool prefars iy —aes s, siiaw f rol
prowited ], mabile phone, paperaock (AML, show tickeets, numbers &1c ). map or 551 nav, stringropeGabie ties mpe. deckichairs, ool
box (picnic & cold dirka), flask [hot drinks), change of socks/tshin eic., pig @rooming kit, bowl end feed, buckess, while coatis),
toard(s] and stickis!, money, toeed, rubblsh bog, first ald kit, camern, kard display/iterature, mading/sen glasses

Fr oeernidhi shows wa 5a0h- 1enl (oplonalL camg s, sheeping baps, pHovss/custons, Manket duval, ol waler Dikle, slove & gas,
ketlis, waler containes, freing pan, Grockensy cutlery, tin/botte opener., Iood and drink of chaies, bowidishcloth/washing-up bguad, t2E
torwed, wash b arsd toweesl, change of clothes/unoerasar, Bght/boronhattenaes, it roil

Oy Big Groaming Hit consizis oft- wood Mow (F g, lannel. small scrubbing brosh, soap,/shamgpes, wound posdar, brusk, bain/pog
il e Spongs, sun cream, vinegar (1o dab behind the pigs' sans in case of cverhaating)

Yo can atter tha list to g your reguirgmants ard seme of e sems vary from show 1o
show - & guick call 1o Tha show sacratany cen save you lUpRing straw and a pan cowvear if
siraw 5 provided drd Lhe Gifs &fe 00 3 ingrgase,

Check pour white coats are laundensd and your shi ard the s0e ready to po, Yoo will
alei raed tuidy, wisterproof foctweal,

I's mow thie evening befars show day. this s when we bath our pigs paying paricoiar
attenbon i legs and feat with 2 scrubblng orush, we use s damp flanne to nub faces
arel wipes mamd eacs, (don’t gat water inyoue plgs’ ears, [Ewlll make tham waik kap-
saled| L we Than diy ours using b old Desch [owels oF w3 can smgdnes them in wood
Trafiers gn pens af &8 cmaller shomw. Wour - [Esack e Shdwng pege on the waleite Mo details of whare 1o Day sl Wa then
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put them into a clean, freshly strawed stable for the night, then we straw up the trailer and make sure it has got the correct number plate
on it. Next we pack our vehicle with all our other kit except for the picnic and flasks which we'll do in the morning.

Next get a good night's sleep if you're not too nervous, and don'’t forget to put something fizzy in the fridge for when you come home to
celebrate even if it's just getting through your first show!

Show Day - Show days are usually an early start particularly one day shows. For longer shows it's usual to arrive the afternoon/evening
before to get settled in. So up and at ‘ern. Factor in the time to have breakfast, attend to your other stock if you have to, make your picnic
and flasks, (don't leave it in the middle of the kitchen floor like we did one time last yearl), and put in with your other kit. Allow plenty of
time to load your pigs, stressing them now will only wind them up and fluster you. Remember not to feed them this morning so they're not
travel sick but you can use a few nuts or treats to coax them into the trailer if needed, (one of our show girls doesn't need any coaxing, she
hears the trailer reverse up and its “yahoo show time” and in she trots!)

While the pigs settle into the trailer go and get yourself ready, do your final property checks, lock up, load the postcode into the satnav and
away you go.

Aim to arrive at the showground at least an hour before classes begin, some shows have
times you have to be there by so take note when the schedule arrives. When you do arrive
at the show ground follow the signs/ directions for livestock, you may have a vehicle pass
to display so put this in your windscreen now, ask at the gate (if they don't tell you) as you
go in for directions to the pig section. Find the steward(s) and let them know you've ar-
rived, at most shows your pens are labelled with your name if not just choose your pens.
Straw up your pens and then back your trailer up to the entry point (most big shows oper-
ate a one-way system) and unload your pigs, there's usually someone around to give you a
hand with this, again take your time and calmly walk your pigs to their pens, once they're
in them you can close up your trailer and take it to the allocated parking. Remember to
Lake.aut tlhe k.rt you'll nleed tal:| see to your pigs. Kit pens are usually provided. We generally Parinad and mad th 9o,
at this point give the pigs a light breakfast and then go and have a tea break of our own

and say hello to other arrivals and see if they need any help unloading.

Mearly time for classes check your pigs for grubby marks and clean if necessary
{ with a damp cloth, wash your pigs face again - usually much to their disgust! - and
. dab baby/pig oil on their black spots to make them stand out. Get on your tie and
white coat and grab your clean board and stick/baton. Mow listen out for your
classes to be called and if in doubt ask somebody.

Lk -i‘ Wil - & Once in the ring direct your pig in a clockwise direction, concentrate on getting

time out but the judge will be sympathetic towards new exhibitors.

The judge will come across and examine your pig particularly the underline, they
may ask you to walk it up and down and ask its date of birth depending on the
class. Sometimes it's a bit of a crush and you may nesd to keep your pig to one
side or in a corner whilst the judge looks at the other pigs. Make sure someone
captures your adventures on camera so you can show us all by reporting for Spot

Parading sedately at the Great Yorkshire Show.

Press and posting on Facebook.

Fingers crossed you'll come away with a rosette, but don't be disappointed if you come
away empty handed first time out, we had to wait four years for that elusive red 1% place
one but gosh it was worth it. Practice makes perfect!

After show classes there's usually time to look around the rest of the show before you're
allowed to leave usually around 4pm, don't forget to take any rubbish away with you.

Have a safe trip home for that bottle of cold fizz hopefully feeling pleased with your ven-
ture into the world of showing. The growing collection of the Fowgill Herd!

Showing is a great shop window for your breed and herd. The most well known herds in the GOS breed all have show herd origins. It's a
great way to meet fellow pig keepers and learn from them too. At overnight shows there's usually some social event in the evening to
cateh up on all the piggy community gossip and partake in a beverage or two.

We hope you'll have a go at showing and the main thing is to enjoy yourself. The saying goes “it's not about winning it's the taking part that
counts” and we think this is true. Winning is nice but for the most part it's the joining in and being part of something unique that counts
and if at the end of the day you can say you gave it a good go then well done you.

If there's anything you think we've missed please use the GOS forumn to comment or ask questions. We can only tell you what we do and
what works for us. Everyone has different experiences and opinions and there's nothing quite like a pig keeper for having an opinion!
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As a young boy going up and down the lines of cattle at the agricultural shows, I was always fascinated
by the show boxes. Those rectangular wooden constructs on which, very often, would be perched an
elderly sage regaling the virtues of some particular breeding line or other. Emblazoned across the top
or the front of the box would be the owners prefixes and other such information such as "The X Herd
of Pedigree Shorthorns”. Sometimes beautifully sign written, on other occasions barely more than
utility. It was always interesting to peer into these boxes, very often the insides of the tops would be
festooned with rosettes, like rows of coloured washing, halters, curry combs and other equipment piled

inside.

Do not despair and feel the need to rush out to the nearest D.L.Y. shop to buy sufficient wood to make
3'x2'x18" box. Firstly many wives are not strong enough to carry unaided such an unwieldy construct(l)
and secondly plastic boxes from B & Q) are far more versatile and user friendly. Over the years of
showing we found that the most efficient way of packing was to use a check list. Some items on the list
seem so glaringly obvious as to be laughable, but I can recall providing a spare wheel to a friend with a

puncture whilst he was on the way to The Royal three Counties Show, fully loaded at 9.00pm at nightl

So here goes:- 1.Trailer spare wheel & 2. Trailer Jack

3. Wheel ¢lamps - Do not assume shows are with-

out their share of reprobates. Clamp the frailer
preferably on the vehicle and lock all car doors on

the trailer and car.

4. Tow Rope - If youdo not have a 4x4 thenit's a
good idea to know someone who has, just in case you
get stuck. The Royal Lancashire Show invariably had

a monsoon on The last day which rendered the ground

suitable for ducks & hippos.

5. Feeding and Water Buckets - For the purpose of showing, the easiest to take are distributed by
Faulks and Co. on 01455 848 184 - salesatfaulks.co.uk - and are made of recycled rubber, are black

and almost indestructible. If you forget to move them

from the pen, pigs will quite happily lie on theml!l Also

they are easy to pack away.

6. Parking and entry tickets

7.Pig Entry Forms - These state your classes and cata-

logue numbers.

8. Movement Licence - Tn days before Foot and Mouth

these were rarely seen never mind collected, but now all
the paper work will need to be 100% correct. You must
not forget. It is also a requirement that show pigs must

be ear tagged.
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9. The Pig Board - An essenftial piece of equipment designed to gently guide the pig around the

ring. It measures 24"x24" with a hand hole, and is only 3" thick. For those on the circuit, boards
are sometimes handed out by sponsoring companies e.q Barclays, Waitrose and BOCM Pauls. Try

your Teed rep. And if all else fails make one out of ply and paint it white.

10. The Pig Bat - The pig bat is a flat piece of measuring about 40cmx5cmx1metre which is used

to tap the pig. It is largely obscolete, the up turned end of a light weight walking stick is pre-
ferred. This can lead fo interesting variations, thick, thin, light brown, dark brown, in tfimes of

need it can be upturned and used to support the owner!

11. Meal, Nuts and Scoop - Pigs for a show should ideally be on nuts, these cause far less

staining around the mouth.

12. Wood Flour - Exactly what it says, do make sure that it is whitel It is applied after the pig

has been washed and rinsed, it must be brushed out of the coat before entering the ring. bab the
spots with baby oil o enhance the blackness. Remember all the washing equipment you will need at

the show. White wood flour is available from - Wood Treatment Limited, Bosley, Cheshire on
01260223284 or 222111,

13. White Coats - Do take twol You will also need small clips to attach your ring number fo your

coat, these need to be fastened on straight to aveid contortions by the judge to read them!

14. Vinegar and Towels - Vinegar is the magic potion. If any pig appears fo be distressed by the

heat in its pen, then a cold solution of vinegar and water applied behind the ears with a sponge or

spray at infervals and cover the body with a wet towel.

e

15. Brush, Muck Fork and Shovel - All shows expect you to ﬁ%{:m

k s ey Swakel Lo
eep your pigs, pens and alleyway clear otherwise it can be S

slippery and creates a bad image to the public.

(2%

16. Chairs - have a picnic - This should be a sociable event.

To this end take along the cool box. This can house all the
essential equipment kept at a suitable temperature, whisky,
gin, dry ginger, Tonic, Fosters, Chardonnay and perhaps some
food. After all if it's a three day show you don't have to worry
about driving anywhere. Try and limit the taking of refresh-
ments until affer judging, lurching about in the ring can be
hazardousl!

So now you know.....it will soon be time to select your pigs and
begin training. See you at the shows - especially The Royal

Three Counties in June. ( Illustrations by Suzanne Moss)
T

Harold & Suzanne are founder members who had the Causeway herd of GOS in Lancashire. INow in
Worcestershire and retired from pig keeping they remain very active members of the club provid-

ing help & advice with Spot Press and attending our recent AGM.
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Ethical Behaviour at Shows by Frank Miller, British Lop Pig Society

Newcomers to pig showing, and even some more experienced exhibitors, seem to be unaware of
the ethics involved in showing, and the time is probably right to offer a little advice on behaviour.

Judges

One of the greatest problems is that pig exhibitors are a fairly close, friendly group. One might therefore forget that your mate, who is
currently the judge, could be compromised by being seen to be over friendly with yvou shortly before the show. Can you imagine the
comments that might be passed if, half an hour before you and your pigs appeared before the judge, you were seen having a quiet
drink with him/her, and you subsequently won? This could be made even worse if your pig had faults which everyone but the judge
could see.

A sensible judge would avoid meeting with or talking to any exhibitor for the few days before the show. He or she would avoid the pig
lines until a few minutes before classes start, when the steward would direct him/her into the ring without any opportunity to observe
any pigs. The judge will then be seen to make his/her decisions only on how the pig performs on the day, in the ring. He/she will no
doubt greet you when you appear in the ring, but you should not engage in any conversation save only to answer the questions that
he;she might pose, such as how nld the pig is and when it is due to farrow. The judge will not have seen the catalogue for the show,

i : ' and some judges might ask the ring steward for the date of birth, rather than you
directly.

If the pig that you are showing has been bred by the judge then it is imperative
that you draw this to the attention of the ring steward before the classes start.
Under these circumstances the judge will make his/her decisions about the order
of the other pigs, without looking at yours, and then the ring steward will ask

® another judge to enter the ring and to place the pig of the judge's breeding in
relation to the other pigs. This is designed to ensure that everything is above

| board and is seen to be so.

=2 After making the awards the judge may come to you to tell you how your pig
failed, in his/her opinion, which is usually good, impartial criticism and therefore
useful. Even if you disagree with this criticism, and can see even worse faults in
the other pigs present, you must not argue with the judge, but bite your tongue
and listen carefully - you may actually learn something, even if it is what faults
that judge considers important, a useful knowledge for next time you appear
hefare him/her.

Walk by the pig's left shoulder with the board in
your left hand and the stick on the right side of the
pig, so that you are controlling it between the two.
Go round the ring in a clockwise direction, so that
the judge can see the pig without the board be-
tween it and him/her.

After all the judging is over it is usual for the champion to offer the judge a drink, either in the bar or from the secret supply in your
show box. The other exhibitors in your classes would normally expect to be invited too, which avoids any suggestion that you are
paving your debts to the judge!

Your pig
Mo matter how good or poor your pig is it is important that it appears in the §
ring in a clean and ‘cared for' condition. If you have washed your pig ear-
lier and covered it with wood flour, then it is usually sufficient to brush out
the wood flour completely, which will remove any dirt that has smeared the
pig since washing. However, if this doesn't work then you should be pre-
pared to sponge-off the dirt before bringing the pig before the judge. The
judge will be an experienced exhibitor in his/her own right and will be toler-
ant of any dirt picked up getting to, or in, the ring.

Your pig must be completely under your control at all times and must not
present a risk to you, other exhibitors, their pigs or the general public. This
comes down to training before the show rather than expecting the pig to
learn at the show. Again tolerance towards January born pigs will be exer-
cised, but you should be constantly watching for risky situations.

...hut vou should not engage in any conversation save
only to answer the questions that he/she might pose,
such as how old the pig is and when it is due to farrow.



P21
Ethical Behaviour at Shows by Frank Miller, BLPS (cont).

Yourself

Just as vour pig should be clean and tidy on entering the ring, so should you. You should be washed and shaved,/made up as appro-
prigte. Your white coat should be clean. Gentlemen should be wearing a clean shirt and tie and pressed slacks beneath their white
coat. Ladies should also dress appropriately to their own choice. Both sexes should be wearing sensible shoes.

Your board and stick should be clean. They should not identify vour herd or
yourself (even though the judge probably knows already). Boards advertising a
sponsor are acceptable, although some shows insist that it is only their sponsor
who can advertise. A favourite trick in the past was to go into a class that Bar-
clays Bank was sponsoring carrying a Mat West board and stick, which meant
that Barclays immediately gave you a new board and stick, but those days have
sadly gone and boards and sticks are becoming hard to find. If you make your
own, why not emblazon it with “Gloucestershire Old Spots Pigs” as a form of

P advertising to the general public?

3 While in the ring watch your pig and the judge constantly. The former so that

R W R .. 2 you are ready for misbehaviour, the latter so that you are aware of what he
While in the ring watch your pig and the judge wants you to do. Walk by the pig's left shoulder with the board in vour left hand
constantiy. and the stick on the right side of the pig, so that you are controlling it between

the two. Go round the ring in a clockwise direction, so that the judge can see
the pig without the board between it and him/her. The judge will ask you to stand the pig while teats and feet are inspected on both
sides, and then to walk the pig towards him/her and away. He/she will then pass on to the next pig and you should continue to
circulate the ring clockwise, constantly watching the judge. If you keep walking and watching you will not have time to engage in
conversation with ringside observers or other exhibitors!

Finally

Always remember to clap and congratulate the winners, no matter how disap- .
pointed or ‘robbed’ yvou have been. Always thank the judge at the end of the show. B
Judging is hard work and thankless, for you will inevitably ‘upset’ someone when
you are judging, and a few words of appreciation go a long way. Who knows, he/
she might remember you next time as being a good sport and this could help to
sway his/her decisions about your pigs next time!

Your white coat should be clean. Gentlemen
should be wearing a clean shirt and tie and
pressed slacks beneath their white coat.

Reproduced by kind permission of
the Lop Society 2007. You will still
find Frank around the Cheshire
and Yorkshire shows usually
assisting in some way or other be it
calling competitors to the ring or
checking ear numbers.

Always remember to clap and congratulate the winners, no mat-
ter how disappointed or ‘robbed’ you have been.

Photos by Richard Lutwyche from Hatfield Show 2004 & 2006 and the Royal Show 2006
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Promoting Q0S & your herd (an alternative to showing)

Whikst it wotld be great for all our members tohave & go at

showing their pigs sl for eseryone., 50 00 you don't want 1o e —
shiowe Pioww Can you get your herd known and promote the GOS
Breed? The anewer s exkibiting, We have @hibived at samall
holder shows, RHS gardens, local shows, and Dpes Farm
Sunday's, I a pocd way b el pesiple See yourr piEs - and peomos
your herd and the breed

THiS iS5 our exparience and vou can wse it ror guikdance, We were
either approached by the ovents or we contacted the shows and
offered 1o put on 2 small display of young pigs, Weaners of pigs
upto aboul TEwks are idesl. We contacted our local DEFRA
affice for advice and they 1old us 50 long 85 the pas never left
the trailer it wias considered as "going for & ride out™ and no
AML's wigkeld b requirgd S0 we always edhibit the pigs (three =
a good number} inthe trailer with the back dodr dropped onto 2
couple of bales and the gales openaed with a huidie Ued
sugurely across o provide a dsplay area. (Sed pics) Wonky &
Doug both slept thro® most of The timel

We have a display board to the side and
a number of leaflets available for people
tosee which tell B ahout GO5S pigs
and our herd. The board & made of a
shieesl of ply Gut into fwd pieces and
hinged together and withy knotted end
ropes throuph two drifled holes (o Skop i

N doing the sphits, Oh and don't forget

j ol deckohan!

I this picture you can see ancther traiker
roest 1o us this kead rare breed sheep in it
exhibited the same way)

3 . v e 4 BS0ME Ol The shows They will provde
you with a pen but that WILL mean you need to do an AMLZ as your pigs will leave their trailer. If they do offer
Yol & pen make sure its very Secure, sheep pens e generally nob strong enough and we have tale additional
pieces of scatfold poles and rope/cable ties for strengthening weak pens!

S0 here vou are pel contacting vl
local showes &nd suggest they have 3
Py csplay, &sow & Iier are always
popular. The gkl 221 wery few
Chandes 1o aee teal piEs S0 why not
show them yours.:

I your eawe any problems o need any
further advice ploase pob in touch,

fow gill T rmE hot mail Gous
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Young Handlers

As we grown-ups are not getting any younger we need to look at bringing the next generation of GOS pig keepers into the fold.
The BPA runs a Junior pig club (www.bpajuniorpigclub.co.uk ) which encourages new entrants into the pig world and showing
pigs is a good way for youngsters to get involved. They leamn how to handle the pigs, stockmanship and social skills. Children
as young as three years old are already
out in the ring and there are a number of
older children coming up through the age
groups. Photos (L to R) Oliver Kirtley
age 3 with his Aunt Sarah Whitley & Alfie
Holding age 3 with his pig Peggy Spot

Qur Niece Anya (below left) started at 8
with a January gilt before that she just
wasn't physically strong enough. Its all
about building a relationship up with the
pig and just putting in the time practising. In these pictures you can see her with
Clover, we later shortened the stick to make it a better fit for her and we made her a smaller board out of lightweight ply.
White coats are easily available on e-bay . we googled ‘childrens lab coats’.

. Children must NEVER show boars and a competent adult should be nearby |
most judges will allow the adults into
the ring especially with the very
young. As children get older they
become more adept at showing
sometimes as good if not better than
some of the adults!

young stars coming
through. (L to R) Alfie
Dallaway, Connie

Dallaway & Niall Kelly

The Great Yorkshire
Show especially puts a lot of effort into displaying young handlers, Tom Alty usually commentates and encourages the
children, they swap pigs and there are games and obstacle courses. Tallulah Lascelles age 7 made her debut at the Great
Yorkshire Show and came away with a rosette much to her delight. {Photo below Left )

Royal Three Counties is also another good show for youngsters, Photo right shows
Ella Kirtley negotiating her pig across the obstacle course bridge at RTC

S0 come on young GOS keepers lets hope to S5
8 see some of you this year. BPA Junior pig
g club can be emailed at

juniorpigclub@yahoo.co.uk

Photgraphs
Mandy Garbutt, & Mark Dallaway




Ed’s Note

We hope you have found this special issue interesting and perhaps incentive
to go showing this summer.

There’s lots of ways to get involved, even if you don't want to show your pigs
you can offer to help out at your local show, knowledgeable stewards and
WWW.E0SPbC.CO.UK  |willing volunteers are always welcome.

R *‘*‘??" You can find a 2024 show list on the
b 35 t A website and details of GOS only

g competitions. http://

www.gospbc.co.uk/showing-pigs and

SPOT PRESS % more information on shows.
Copyright % It's a great shop window for your
GOSPBC & Mandy Garbutt

pigs so why not have a go.

Club President Marlene Renshaw will be doing the rounds of the shows so
please go say hello and have a chat with her, she showed her Tennyson herd
of GOS very successfully and has lots of wisdom to pass on.

As mentioned we are going into our 15th year wow but sadly its possibly may

be one of our last as though the mind is willing the body these days is
struggling to keep up! We’ll have to see what the good doc says!

n facebook We look forward to meeting you over the summer, please do come and say

hello and have a chat.

Happy showing. Oink Qink.
Moandy Gawrbutt

Club Contacts
President: Mrs Marlene Renshaw
Chairman: Teresa Cook (Suffolk) Tel 07980742671 e-mail olspsotpig2021@gmail.com
Vice Chairman: Guy Kiddy (Beds) Tel 01767 650884 e-mail: balshampigs@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Maria Naylor (Sussex) Tel 078011230835 e-mail: Treasurer.gospbc@gmail.com
Secretary & Media: Mandy Garbutt (N Yorks) Tel: 07979858757 email: fowgillfarm@hotmail.co.uk

Show Secretary: Debbie Dallaway (Kent) Tel: 07792136414 e-mail: trewintpigs@yahoo.com
Committee: Marlene Renshaw (Lincs) Tel 01507 533209 e-mail: marlenel2@john-lewis.com
Committee: Sarah Whitley(N Yorks) Tel: 07730362919 e-mail: birchfieldicecream@live.co.uk

Committee: Lolly Bell-Tye (Norfolk) E-mail guitarlam@hotmail.co.uk

Committee: Judy Hancox (Gloucs) E-mail farmerjude@yahoo.co.uk

Committee: Josh Bell-Tye (Norfolk) E-mail: jbelltye490@googlemail.com

Committee Co-opted: Alfie Dallaway

You can also email to mail@gospbc.co.uk

Initial contact is preferred by e-mail but if you do need to telephone please do so at a reasonable hour
Thank you




